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King receives condofences 

AMMAN ^ Petra) — His Majesty King Abdullah on 
Sunday received cables of condolence from several 
countries, organisations and dignitaries over the pass- 
ing away of King Hussein. King Abdullah received 
messages from the president of the Egyptian Labour 
Afoaauons Public Lfaion, Said Hashed, A1 Azahar 
Sheikh Mohammad Said Tantawi, the presidents of 
Uganda, Nigeria, Croatia, Madagascar, Georgia, and 
Guinea, the prime ministers of Portugal and Canada, 
die president of the Organisation for African Unity. 
Basham Ahmad Salem, the president of the Egyptian 
Liberal Socialists Party, Mahmoud Yasser Ramadan, 
the secretary general of the Islamic International 
Relief Agency, Adnan Ben Khalil Basha, and Arab 
Parliamentary Union Secretary Genera] Nooruddine 
Boshkouj. 
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Brazil explosion 
destroys city block 

RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — A 
powerful explosion ripped 
through a commercial area in 

W a northwestern Brazilian city 
Sunday, seriously injuring five 
people and razing a city block. 
Brazilian media reported. The 
early morning explosion 
destroyed at lost 42 stores 
and damaged nearby apart- 
ments and cars in the city of 
Uberlandia, 970 kms north- 
west of Rio de Janeiro. At 
least two victims were injured 
seriously and taken to a near- 
by hospital. According to the 
Uberlandia Fire Department, 
the explosion originated in a 
video game parlor. "We think 
h was caused by a short cir- 
cuit. but we are not sure of 
anything yet,” a fire fighter 
identified only as Sgt. Duarte 
told TV Globe News. 

* Two Pakistani 
policemen killed in 
dash with activists 

MULTAN (AFP) — Two 
policemen were killed and 
three injured Sunday in a gun 
battle with activists of a sectar- 
ian group in Pakistan's Punjab 
province, police said Police- 
men were attacked by “terror- 
ists'' from a Sunni Muslim 
group, Sipahari-Sahaba Pak- 
istan, as police intercepted 
their car in the village of Moza 
Daulaipur, 70 kilometres east 
of here, they said The activists 
opened fire with automatic 

0 weapons and then took shelter 
in a nearby house, they said 
Police returned fire, a police 
officer said adding “exchange 
of fire is still continuing and 
we have called for reinforce- 
ment” Two policemen were 
killed on the spot, while three 
injured one in critical condi- 
tion, were hospitalised 

Briton kidnapped 
in Nigeria 


King expresses confidence 
in Tarawneh government 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Abdullah has asked the 
government of Fayez 
Tarawneh to carry on and 
renewed his confidence in 
the five-month-old adminis- 
tration, the premier said Sun- 
day. 

Speaking at Parliament 
yesterday, Tarawneh said the 
King expressed his confi- 
dence in the government 
when he received him earlier 
Sunday. 

“His Majesty stressed his 
confidence in the govern- 
ment, which won the 


approval of King Hussein 
and the Lower House," 
Tarawneh told die 80-mem- 
ber chamber. 

The premier hinted that he 
offered his resignation to 
King Abdullah during their 
meeting at the Royal Court 
on Sunday, but the King 
“instructed me... to continue 
with my Cabinet team mem- 
bers with God's blessing 
based on the mandate laid 
out by King Hussein,” 
Tarawneh said during the 
session. 

“As the head of this gov- 
ernment, I would like to 
express' our feelings towards 


His Majesty King Abdul- 
lah's confidence and pledge 
that we will move forward 
with all determination given 
by Almighty God to serve 
this country,” the premier 
added. 

‘The King instructed me 
to convey his greetings and 
wishes for success [to Parlia- 
ment]” Tarawneh told 
deputies. 

The King’s words ended 
days of rumours and specu- 
lation about a possible Cabi- 
net change or reshuffle fol- 
lowing the death of King 
Hussein. 

During his statement to 


Parliament, Tarawneh said 
the government is following 
up on “pledges" of econom- 
ic assistance by friendly 
countries made in the past 
few days. 

“We are sure that the 
results of all these contacts 
will be nothing but a 
cementing of ties with these 
countries,'' the premier 
added. 

Tarawneh was referring to 
pledges of economic assis- 
tance to the Kingdom by for- 
eign states, especially Saudi 
Arabia, the United Arab 
Emirates, the United States 
and the European Union. 


Lower House pledges allegiance 
to King, calls for national unity 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

AMMAN — Deputies on 
Sunday pledged allegiance to 
His Majesty" King Abdullah 
and His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hamzah and 
pledged full support for the 
Throne and the Royal family. 

In a special session in mem- 
ory of King Hussein, who 
died last week after an unsuc- 
cessful battle with cancer, the 
SO-member chamber also 
called for national unity to 
face all challenges faring the 
Kingdom. 

“We declare a Jordanian, 
Arab, Hashemite and pure 
pledge of allegiance to the 
brave and generous King, 
Abdullah Ben A1 Hussein,” 
said Lower House Speaker 
Abdul Hadi Majali at the out- 
set of the session. 


“This is an allegiance thaL is 
free from weakness and hesi- 
tation. Loyalty to the soul of 
AJ Hussein and to the great 
King AbduUah Ben A1 Hus- 
sein,” Majali, reading from a 
written statement, told the 
sombre Parliament 

The speaker described the 
King’s death as a “shock” to 
the nation and urged Jordani- 
ans to stand united behind its 
leadership. 

“Our hands are united 
together in order not to let 
anyone penetrate our fortress. 
God foibid. whether they are 
envious people or bounty 
seekers,” the speaker told the 
deputies. 

“We will safeguard our 
country and its achievements 
against any infiJtraiore, and 
we will unite against any out- 
bidding or penetration. Jordan 


is in good shape, thank God, 
as far as we uphold our prin- 
ciples,” he added. 

Majali also expressed 
appreciation for the participa- 
tion of the world leaders, 
especially the heads of Gulf 
Arab states, who took part in 
the funeral of die late King. 

The session, the second 
since die passing away of 
King Hussein, was attended 
by Prime Minister Fayez 
Tarawneh and Cabinet mem- 
bers. 

Hours after the death of 
King Hussein on Feb. 7, a 
joint session of the Lower and 
Upper Houses of Parliament 
was held during which King 
Abdullah took the oath as the 
fourth Hashemite King of 
Jordan. 

Other lawmakers also 
extended their constituencies’ 


allegiance to the King and 
called upon the nation to 
stand united behind him. 

“We promise to be your 
faithful and loyal soldiers. 
Your Majesty.” said Abdullah 
Jazt, a deputy representing 
southern bedouins. 

Deputy Nayef Moula, a Cir- 
cassian representing Amman, 
urged citizens ro stand stead- 
fast in order to overcome the 
challenges that face the coun- 
try. 

Deputy Khalil Atiyeh 
described King Hussein's 
funeral as “clear evidence” of 
the respect the late King 
enjoyed among world leaders 
and described it as an 
“immortal political rally." 

The Upper House is expect- 
ed to hold a simil ar session 
today to commemorate the 
death of King Hussein. 



His Majesty King AbduUah and HRH Princess Rania meet Sunday with Malaysian Prime 
Minister Mahathir Mohammad and his wife at Raghadan Palace (Photo by Yousef "Allan) 


King receives Bahraini crown 
prince, Malaysian premier 


AMMAN (Petra.) — His 
Majesty King Abdullah 
received at Raghadan Palace 
on Sunday Bahraini Crown 
Prince Sheikh Hamad Ben 
Issa A! Khalifeh and bis 
accompanying delegation, 
who arrived to offer condo- 
lences over the passing away 
of King Hussein. 

The King expressed appre- 
ciation and gratitude to the 
Bahraini leadership for their 
brotherly feelings and expres- 
sion of sympathy. King 
Abdullah and the delegation 
also discussed — Jortianian- 
Bahraini relations. 

Sheikh Hamad wished the 
King success in leading Jor- 
dan towards further progress. 

Paying tribute to King Hus- 
sein, Sheikh Hamad said “his 
loss is felt nor only in Jordan 
but also throughout the region 
and the Arab World.” 


“King Hussein worked in 
cooperation with Arab lead- 
ers in dealing with regional 
and international develop- 
ments and in rallying the 
ranks of Arab states in the 
face of challenges,” said 
Sheikh Hamad. 

“The presence of a great 
number of world leaders at 
the late King's funeral reflects 
not only the distinguished sta- 
tus which King Hussein had 
acquired worldwide, but also 
the world community’s deter- 
mination to help Jordan and 
King Abdullah pursue the 
march of construction, devel- 
opment, stability and peace. 
TTiis is a task to which 
Bahrain is also committed as 
part of pan-Arab action,” 
added Sheikh Hamad. 

“While congratulating King 
Abdullah on acceding to the 
Throne, Bahrain reasserts thai 


J ordani an-B ahraini relations 
will continue to develop and 
strengthen further” 

Upon his departure, the 
Bahraini crown prince sent a 
cable to King Abdullah 
expressing appreciation and 
good wishes for the success 
of the Hashemite Monarch. 

Also Sunday, King Abdul- 
lah and HRH Princess Rania 
received at Raghadan Palace 
Malaysian Prime Minister 
Mahathir Mohammad and fas 
wife, who are on a visit to 
present their coun tty’s condo- 
- leneeson the passing of King 
Hussein. 

The King expressed appre- 
ciation and gratitude to the 
Malaysian leader and people 
fear their sympathy. 

Later, Mahathir and his 
wife visited the grave of King 
Hussein and recited verses of 
the Holy Koran. 


Aziz arrives in Turkey 
amid complaints over 
U.S. use of airbases 


Israeli, Palestinian troops in armed face-off 


VVARRI (AFP) — A second 
British oil worker and his two- 
and-a-half year old son were 
kidnapped Sunday in Nigeria, 
a few (fays after a first Briton 
was taken hostage, an official 
0 working for his employers 
said. Martin Westbury and his 
young son were seized by 
three armed youths in Warn, 
southeast Nigeria, said an offi- 
cial working for Westbuiy's 
employer, the Anglo-Dutch 
oil giant Shell. The official, 
who asked not to be named 
said the tw o were taken by the 
youths as they cycled at a jetty 
in Warn at 9:30 im local 
time on Sunday. 

'Colombian rebels 
free four hostages’ 

^ CARACAS I .AFP) — 
® Colombian leftist guerrillas 
freed four kidnapped engi- 
neers working for Venezuela's 
state oil company, a radio 
report said here Sunday. 
Union Radio said Emiro 
Camacho. Jesus Figueroa. 
Jorge Ramos and Miguel 
Guzman where freed in good 
health in a bonder region with 
Colombia where they were 
kidnapped by National Liber- 
ation Army (ELN) insurgents 
three weeks ago. ELN sources 
said the move was a gesture ot 
goodwill to Venezuela's new 
President Hugo Chavez, who 
has supported peace talks 
between Colombian guerrillas 
® and the government The four 
engineers were among five 
people kidnapped while 
exploring for oil in Guafitas. 
in Venezuela’s southwestern 
sfa fe of Apure. 

Deer kills hunter 

ORLEANS (AFP) — A 
French hunter was killed by a 
deer on Sunday during a hunt 
in the Loiret region- SO kilo 1 
metres south of Paris, local 
police said. The 68 -year-old 
pensioner was charged by a 
^ and gored in the chest He 
• died instantly, police said. 


ANKARA (.AFP) — Iraq's 
Deputy Prime Minister Tareq 
Aziz came to Turkey Sunday 
to try to persuade Ankara to 
stop "allowing U.S. and British 
warplanes to use its bases to 
patrol no-fly zones over Iraq. 

The visit has met with 
unease on the pan of the Unit- 
ed States, which relies on the 
bases to canyjom surveillance 
flights over the nonhem no-fly 
zone, and comes at a time of 
tension between Turkey and 
Iraq over the presence of the 
U.S. and Britidi planes. 

There have been clashes in 
the no-fly zones between U.S. 
planes and Iraqi air defences 
since Operation Desen Fox — 
four days of joint British and 
U.S. air strikes on Iraq in 
December 

In an interview in a Turkish 
newspaper Friday. Aziz said he 
would raise the question of 
U.$. and British planes using 
the Inciriik airbase in southern 
Turkey for patrol operations 
during his visit 

"The use of Inciriik air base 
by American planes to bomb 
Iraq is a blemish on Iraqi- 
Turidsh relations. We must 
eliminate this blemish,” Aziz 
said. 

Turkish Foreign Minister 
Ismail Cem on Sunday 
expressed hope that Aziz’s 
visit would help improve bilat- 
eral relations, but said it would 
not change Ankara's policy on 
Iraq. 

“We will meet Aziz with 
goodwill and wamuh as befits 
a host. 

However, everyone should 
know that our policy will not 
change because of a visit,” 
Cem was quoted by the Anato- 
lia news agency as saying. 

“There will be no change on 


Inciriik. Our parliament has 
taken a decision on Inciriik and 
our government does not have 
an opposite stance,” he said. 

Cem also rejected reports 
that the Iraqi deputy premier's 
visit had led to tension 
between Ankara and Washing- 
ton. which said on Thursday 
that it did “not understand 
Turkey’s invitation to Aziz.” 

"Turkey has always called 
on Iraq to fully comply with 
UN. resolutions.” Cem said 

Turkish Prime Minister 
Bulent Ecevit said earlier that 
Turkey would make "con- 
structive proposals” for a solu- 
tion ro the Iraqi crisis. 

Ecevit has previously said he 
was working on updaiing a 
plan for the region which he 
first prepared in 1996. 

The plan includes reassuring 
Baghdad about its territorial 
integrity, lifting the trade 
embargo if Iraq complies with 
UN. resolutions and helping 
to start a dialogue between 
Baghdad and Kurdish groups 
in northern Iraq. 

The Turkish daily 
Cumhurivet said Sunday that 
Turkey would also warn Iraq 
over whai it sees as tolerance 
of Kurdish separatist rebels 
based in Iraq. 

“We know that some Kur- 
dish Labour' Party' fPKK) 
members are on Iraqi territory 
after being forced to leave 
Syria. We will surely discuss 
the issue tomorrow,” Ecevit 
told reporters on Sunday in 
Ankara. 

In October last year, Syria 
agreed not to allow- PKK 
rebels to operate on its soil and 
shut down rebel camps after 
three weeks of tension with 
Turkey marked by threats of 
military action by .Ankara. 


KISUFIM ' JUNCTION 
(AP) — Israeli and Palestin- 
ian troops faced off with 
guns on Sunday after com- 
ing to blows at an Israeli 
roadblock. 

Israeli array troops parked 
a truck across the Gaza 
Strip’s main north-south 
artery, shortly before a 
planned Palestinian protest 
against Israeli settlements in 
the area was to take place. 

Palestinian security offi- 
cers demanded that the 
Israelis move the truck. 
After some time, several 
Israeli and Palestinian 
troops exchanged punches. 


By Rnna Sabbagh Gargour 

.AMMAN — Armed with 
renewed palace backing and 
public solidarity after the 
death of King Hussein, the 
government has to move 
swiftly to shape up the econo- 
my and to reassure Jordan’s 
anxious neighbours it will not 
embark on major foreign poli- 
cy changes. 

His Majesty' King Abdullah, 
in fas first key decision since 
he took his oath seven days 
ago. Sunday asked Prime 
Minister Fayez Tarawneh to 
continue with policies out- 
lined in King Hussein’s letter 
of designation to the current 
government after he appoint- 
ed it on Aug. 20. 

Officials also said the King 
asked Royal Court Chief 
Jawad Anani to stay on, at 
least for now — putting a 
damper on speculation among 
the capital's elite circles over 
imminent changes to die two 
key' posts at the start of King 
Abdullah’s reign following 
King Hussein's 46-year rule. 

"With these decisions. His 
Majesty' has buried all talk on 
immediate government and 


Reporters watched as 
three Palestinian police 
raised their Kalashnikov 
rifles toward the two Israeli 
soldiers in the truck. 

One Palestinian policeman 
mounted the hood of the 
truck and aimed fas gun at 
the windshield. Another 
tried to open the door. 

Each side, numbering 
about 40, deployed troops, 
guqs raised, to the surround- 
ing fields. 

During the face-off, 250 
Palestinian protesters 
arrived at the crossroad, 
hoisting a banner saying 
“No peace with settle- 


Royal Court changes and 
showed that he meant what he 
said when he promised to be 
an extension of his father’s 


NEWS ANALYSIS 

outlook and beliefs.” said one 

analyst. 

“Based on that, it appears 
that continuity, both on the 
internal and external front, 
will be the name of the game, 
at least for quite a while,” he 
added. 

When Tarawneh was 
appointed, he was asked by 
King Hussein then to combat 
poverty, unemployment, cor- 
ruption and bureaucracy and 
to maintain good relations 
with Israel while further 
boosting ties with Arab and 
Muslim stales. 

Sources close to Tarawneh 
said the U.S.-educated econo- 
mist, who led Jordan’s team to 
the negotiations that culminat- 
ed in the signing of (he contro- 
versial 1994 peace treaty with 
Israel, was not considering a 
Cabinet reshuffle before the 
end of the current session of 
Parliament in late March. 


raents." Some chanted, “You 
will not blot our land.” After 
about 30 minutes, senior 
commanders from both 
sides arrived and ordered 
their troops to lower their 
guns and open the road. 

The Israeli army said it 
only sought to keep the road 
open and said it held the 
Palestinian authorities 
responsible for the demon- 
stators’ behaviour. It said the 
demonstration “violated 
agreements.” 

Khalid Abu Ula, the senior 
Palestinian officer in south- 
ern Gaza Strip, said the 
Palestinians were planning a 


“After that, some ministers 
might be replaced,” one 
source told the Jordan Times. 

With renewed Royal confi- 
dence in his 23-member team, 
many deputies and diplomats 
hope Tarawneh will be more 
assertive in taking key eco- 
nomic decisions, especially on 
privatisation, a potential mine- 
field. 

Tarawneh, 50, had come 
under fire from his opponents 
for failing to open a much- 
needed dialogue with the 
vocal Muslim-led opposition 
and to take bold decisions to 
stimulate economic growth in 
a recessionary atnrosphere. 

But his supporters credit 
him for “keeping the boat 
afloat” dining a six-month 
period of uncertainty, sparked 
by the King’s banle with can- 
cer at a U.S. hospital, report- 
ing both to the King at his 
sickbed and to HRH Prince 
Hassan at home. 

Unlike his successor, 
Tarawneh managed to main- 
tain reasonably good links 
with Parliament, did not use 
force to crack down on recent 
pro-Iraq - demonstrations over 
U.S. missile strikes on Iraq 


peaceful march. 

“What happened today is 
part of the continued provo- 
cation by the Israeli army in 
southern Gaza and a deliber- 
ate escalation of tensions,” 
Abu Ula said. 

The main bloc of Jewish 
settlements in Gaza, housing 
about 7,000 Jewish settlers, 
is in the south of the Strip. 

The Palestinians say con- 
tinued Israeli settlement in 
Gaza and the West Bank 
violates peace accords. 
Israel says the fate of the set- 
tlements should be left for 
the final phase of negotia- 
tions. 


and did not fully implement 
the fiercely-opposed press 
law. 

Officials said the govern- 
ment’s key priority now was 
to translate into reality over- 
whelming international and 
Arab pledges of political, 
financial and economic sup- 
port made during the King’s 
funeral. 

Together with King Abdul- 
lah. the government is expect- 
ed to work on deepening Jor- 
dan’s young democracy and 
freedoms, albeit gradually, 
and to separate state powers. 

But many officials and 
politicians caution against 
exaggerating pledges of aid 
and economic recovery. 

“The only concrete pledge 
of help so far has come from 
the United States,” said a gov- 
ernment source. “We have yet 
to see others carry out their 
promises... but as for now, 
everything remains sweet talk 
and bubbles in the air." 

In the back of official think- 
ing is popular frustration 
sparked by the failure of die 
much-promised economic 
dividends of peace with Israel 
to materialise. 


In die West Bank on Sun- 
day, clashes broke out in 
Beit Dazan village outside 
of Nablus after Israeli army 
troops began uprooting olive 
trees in local fields. 

About 100 Palestinian stu- 
dents pelted troops with 
stones. The soldiers 
responded by firing rubber- 
coated steel bullets in the air. 
There were no injuries 
reported. 

The Israelis claim that the 
olive grove, which is two 
kilometres outside of the vil- 
lage, is on state land. 

The army would not com- 
ment on the clash. 


By nearly every account, 
Jordan is most vulnerable in 
its economy, facing a nearly 
$7 billion foreign debt, an 
amount greater than its gross 
domestic product (GDP). 

One in every five Jordanians 
lives below the poverty line 
while unemployment is offi- 
cially estimated at 1 6 per cent 
and independently at up to 27 
percent. 

For now, the country 
appears to have passed with 
flying colours worries that 
nervousness over King Hus- 
sein’s death could set off a 
crippling run on the dinar. 

But a U.S. pledge to speed 
up payments of $300 million 
in additional economic aid 
over 18 months and determi- 
nation by Saudi Arabia and 
other Gulf states to place 
undisclosed deposits at the 
Central Bank and to provide 
Jordan with oil at cut-rate 
prices appear to have averted 
that danger. 

However, the Kingdom, a 
linchpin of regional stability, 
remains in dire need of debt 
relief. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Iraq objects to ‘American 
spies’ in disarment panel 


BAGHDAD (AFP.) — An 
official Iraqi newspaper 
protested on Sunday over the 
inclusion of "spies for the 
United States" in a new 20- 
member UK disarmament 
panel. 

While recalling Iraq has in any 
case dismissed all three UK 
panels set up to review ties 
with Baghdad, A1 Jumhouriya 
slummed the inclusion in the 
disarmament board of "sup- 
posed experts who are among 
the best spies for the United 
Smes.” It singled out four 
associates of the U.N. Special 
Commission (UNSCOM) in 
charge of disarming Iraq: 
Britain's Rachel Davies, an 
expen in monitoring Iraqi 
exports and imports. Gabriele 
Knutz-Wadsuck." a German 
chemical expert Horst Reeps, 
also German and a biological 
expert and ballistics expert 
Nikita Smidovich of Russia. 
Babel, another official daily, 
also criticised the makeup of 
the disarmament panel set up 


by the UK Security Council. 
“The Security Council has 
taken up the services... of 
some of the renowned sabo- 
teurs and spies within 
UNSCOM, even though it has 
lost credibility around the 
world,” said Babel. 

The disarmament panel was 
unveiled on Friday, as part of 
an effort to rebuild bridges 
with Iraq after the Desert Fox 
air war waged by the United 
States and Britain because of a 
negative UNSCOM report on 
Iraqi cooperation. Baghdad 
has vowed that the UNSCOM 
inspectors, whose work has 
been linked to U.S. intelli- 
gence in a series of disclosures 
since the air war in mid- 
December. wfl] never return to 
Iraq. The Security Council has 
also set up panels on the 
humanitarian situation in Iraq 
and on issues outstanding 
from the 1991 Gulf War over 
Kuwait. 


Arab League makes f urgent’ request 
to Syria for meeting on Iraq embargo 

CAIRO (AFP) — The Arab League made an "argent” 
request to Syria on Sunday to convene the planned 
meeting of the league’s ministerial follow-up committee 
on lifting the embargo against Iraq. 

Arab League Secretary General Esraat Abdul Meguid 
told reporters here he bad sent an “urgent message” to 
Syrian Foreign Minister Farouk Sham, due to chair the 
meeting, to convene the ministers as soon as possible. 

A league official who asked not to be named said ear- 
lier this month that the pan-Arab organisation had draft- 
ed a plan to work with China, France and Russia to end 
the embargo. 

He said the plan centres on “serious” cooperation with 
China, France and Russia, the three permanent members 
of the U.N. Security Council which are opposed to 
maintaining the sanctions against Baghdad. 

The proposal focuses on “the Arab World's total oppo- 
sition to any attack on Iraq’s territorial integrity and any 
interference in its internal affairs,” the official said, 
adding that it would also call on Baghdad to “prove its 
good intentions toward Kuwait.” 

Iraq has been under U.N. sanctions since its 1990 
invasion of Kuwait that led to the Gulf War. 



Syrians raise a banner that reads 'Yes to our beloved [Syrian President ] Hafez Assad, from t^ S^M-controlled 
Golan Heights to people living in the village of Majdal Shams (opposite) located in the Israe P , ? Heiehis 
Golan on Sunday to mark the 17th aimivereaiy of the uprising of Syrians against Israel's annexation of the Heights 

(AFP photo) 


Britain 'encouraged 3 over 
Lockerbie progress: Cook 


PARIS (AFP) — Britain is 
encouraged by recent progress 
towards bringing to trial two 
Libyan suspects in the 1988 
Lockerbie bombing, but won't 
be satisfied until they are handed 
over. Foreign Secretary Robin 
Cook said here Sunday. 

Cook, here to pish forward 
Kosovo peace talks being held 
near Pans, told reporters that 
Britain would not compromise 
on its position that should the 
pair be convicted they must 
serve their sentences in Scot- 
land. where the plane crashed 

However he repeated Lon- 
don's offer that U.N. inspectors 
could be allow to monitor their 
imprisonment 

“I am not going to sigh with 


relief until the two men touch 
down in the Netherlands.” 
where all sides have agreed they 
could be tried. Cook said. 

"But I am encouraged by the 
progress that has been made. 

“After months of very hard 
efforts it lodes as if we could be 
approaching the end of the 
game.” Cook told reporters. 

He said that last week he had 
met an aide of South African 
Presided Nelson Mandela, who 
has taken a keen interest in the 
case, and Saudi mediator Prince 
Bandar Ben Sultan to give diem 
“a clear message that we could 
not c ompromi se on die fact that 
die imprisonment has to be in 
Scotland, but that we were will- 
ing to look at the involvement of 


the United Nations in supervis- 
ing the separate prison wings.” 
The two mediators reputed 
back last wedc that this could be 
the baas of an agreement. 

"Wie now look as if we were 
closer to that than we have ever 
been so lac I hope this afternoon 
to speak to (UK Secretary Gen- 
eral] Kofi Annan.” Cook added 
Annan has declared himself 
“greatly encouraged” and cau- 
tiously optimistic that the 
Libyans have taken adecision to 
hand over the two suspects. 

Until now, Libya had balked at 
British and U.S. insistence that 
the pair — Abdul Basset Ali A1 
Megrahi and A1 Amin Khalifa 
Fhimah — should be jailed in a 
Scottish prison 


Ocalan demands guarantee of 
safety during asylum appeals 


ANKARA (AIT) — Fugitive * 
Kurdish rebel leader Abdullah 
Ocalan has demanded that his 
personal safety be guaranteed 
until his appeals for political 
asylum from Greece and Italy 
are concluded. 

“With regards to our urgent 
appeal for personal safety and 
political status, I call on espe- 
cially the people of Greece and 
Italy.- to be sensitive and con- 
tinue their efforts until apostive 
result is achieved,” Ocalan 
said, in a statement carried by 
tbe Kurdish DEM news 
agency, based in Germany, late 
Saturday. 

Ocalan, leader of the Kurdish 


Labour Party (PKK), is wanted 
by Turkey on murder and ter- 
rorism charges linked to his 

r ip's campaign since 1984 
Kurdish self-rule in south- 
eastern Anatolia. 

The PKK leader accused 
Ankara of trying to “conclude 
its genocide attempt against 
Kinds” with a plot against him. 

He also condemned Moscow 
foe brushing aside adecision by 
the Duma, Russia's lower 
bouse of parliament, to grant 
him political asylum. 

“I repeat my demand for this 
decision to. be taken into 
account and be implemented," 
he said. 


Ocalan, 49. has been looking 
for a host country since he was 
faced out of his long-term 
base in Syria in mid-October 
amid pressure from Ankara. 

He was arrested in Rome in 
November last year on interna- 
tional arrest warrants but was 
released after Italy refused to 
extradite him to Turkey where 
he could fare tbe death penalty. 

The move sparked a bitter 
row between Ankara and 
Rome and a boycott of Italian 
goods in TUrkey. 

Ocalan left Italy in mid-Janu- 
ary for an unknown destination 
arid has since been searching 
for a country to take him in. 


Government’s challenge in extended mandate remains economy 


(Continued from page 1) 

‘The economic issue and 
reducing the debt burden, 
whether through debt swaps, 
write-offs, rescheduling and 
other forms, is at the top of our 
agenda.” a senior government 
official told the Jordan Times. 
“We are seeking institutional 
economic support, not a one- 
time shot in the arm.” 

Jordan will spend SS12 mil- 
lion in 1999 on repayment of 
interest and principal debt — up 
to 27 per cent of its GDP. 

“Imagine the developmental 
effect the government could 
realise if pin of tins repayment 
was eased,” he said. 

Tarawneh. the official said, 
had met many envoys over the 
past few days to discuss Jor- 
dan's economic concerns. 

“We arc placing high hopes 
that the June meeting of the 
seven leading industrial nations, 
the G-7. will address the Jordan- 
ian debt issue in a serious way. 


including rescheduling ‘ ' : debt 
owed to Japan and Europe,” 
added the official 

U.S. President Bill Clinton. 
German Chancellor Gerhard 
Schroeder and French President 
Jacques Chirac, who attended 
King Hussein's funeral, have 
made “firm pledges to raise the 
debt issue in a comprehensive 
way at die June summit." 

However, diplomats believe 
Jordan, likewise, has to do its 
homework to win more Western 
support. 

“They have to further liber- 
alise the economy, show us 
clear-cut development priorities 
and changes, including income 
tax reforms to ensure that rich 
Jordanians take part in generat- 
ing their share in stare revenue 
and in helping the country's 
poor," said one diplomat 

Officials also hope that some 
Western states would follow in 
tie footsteps of the United 
States, which wiped away S700 
million in Jordanian debts in 


1994 in rarognition of its rhajor 
role in helping Middle East 
peace. 

An International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) team is in town 
wodcing out a three-year draft 
rnaoo-econornic programme to 
replace the current 1 0-year 
reform plan which ends tins 
month. 

Officials say tbe deaL which 
will provide Jordan with over 
$150 million ayear in loans and 
allows debt rescheduling, will 
focus on deepening reforms and 
maintaining a budget deficit 
well below seven per cent of 
GDP as envisaged in this year's 
budget 

The Washington-based IMF 
board is expected to approve the 
programme in early March. 

Jordan hopes Gulf states, fac- 
ing depressed oil prices and eco- 
nomic troubles, will at feast 
open up their jnarkets to Jordan- 
ian products and labour and 
launch joint investments in tbe 
Kingdom. 


In' the first 10 months of last 
year; Jordan's overall exports to 
Arab stales stood at JD387 mil- 
lioa with Iraq taking in JD91 
million, followed by Saudi Ara- 
bia at JD86 million. 

The government is also count- 
ing on Israel to ease security and 
other restrictions on trade with 
the Palestinian self-ruled areas, 
now standing at a modest $20 
million. 

Turning to foreign policy, offi- 
cials do not foresee any changes 
under King Abdullah, the first of 
a new generation of Middle East 
leaders. Syrian President Hafez 
Assad, an old guard leader who 
has long viewed Jordan with 
suspicion, made a surprise visit 
to Jordan to attend the funeral 
and pay homage to the late 
King, with whom be had differ- 
ences over the years. 

Both countries have pledged 
to open a new chapter in ties, 
which hit their lowest point in 
years after Jordan signed the 
treaty with Israel five years ago. 


“Wewoukl like to engage [the 
Syrians] in a dialogue to under- 
sand each other better, but Jor- 
dan will refuse to be treated in a 
haughty manner by Syria," said 
one government source. 
“Things have to be set on equal 
footing wife the Syrians.” 

More support came from 
Saudi Arabia, the most powerful 
Arab Gulf state which turned 
against Jordan over its perceived 
pro-Baghdad stand during the 
1990 Gulf crisis resulting from 
Iraq's invasion of Kuwait. 

Iraq, whose ties with Jordan 
have remained cod but cordial 
sent a delegation headed by Vice 
President Taha Yassin Maiouf. It 
is expected to renew a 1999 
annual trade protocol with Jor- 
dan later this month worth 
around $190 million — lower 
than last year's $250 million due 
to a drop in oil prices, not 
because of a cooling in political 
ties. 

Despite tense links since 
Amman embraced top Iraqi 


defectors in 1995 and began 
calling for change in Baghdad. 
Iraq has continued to supply Jor- 
dan with aflitsofl needs. 

Both Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat and Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Benyamin Netanyahu have 
pledged to support King Abdul- 
lah. who spent most of his youth 
as an officer in the army. 

But politicians say possible 
tows over Pafestioian-Israeti 
peace making will continue to 
cast the same shadow of the 
uncertainty that King Hussein 
faced throughout his reign. 

Stiff, together with govern- 
ment officials, they have 
brushed aside speculation that 
Iraq and Syria could press Jor- 
dan into adopting a more anti- 
Israeli policy. 

“Our foreign policy will con- 
tinue along foe same [tradition- 
al] lines of the past” said one 
official. “But if there are any 
extraordinary developments, we 
will act upon them in due 
course.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


PFLP criticises Arafat over proposal 

DAMASCUS (AFP) — One of the two leading Palestinian 
opposition factions said Sunday that Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat’s proposal for a confederation with Jordan was 
“destructive." The Damascus-based Popular Front tor the 
Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) described the idea as “fresh 
proof of the destructive policy followed by the Oslo group." 
It said in a statement that the proposal furthered U.S.-Israeli 
plans, which were to ignore Palestinian national rights and 
“reach solutions to suit their own interests." 

Metro passengers shown blue films, see red 

CAIRO (AFP) — Passengers waiting innocently for trains in 
the Cairo metro were shocked to find themselves being 
entertained by pornographic film clips, police said Sunday. A 
mini “revolution” broke out at several busy .stations on Fri- 
day when passengers saw the pom scenes on the closed-cir- 
cuit television that is supposed to be used for showing adver- 
tisements. The head of the metro authority Mohammad 
Maher branded the incident that roused the ftiry of dozens of 
passengers at nine metro stations in Cairo as "a disaster.” 

Sentence shortened for convicted editor 

TEL AVIV (AP) — The publisher of the Maariv newspaper 
was released from jail Sunday after serving tw o- thirds of his 
sentence for ordering wiretaps as part of a circulation war 
with a rival newspaper. Ofer Nimrodi was convicted of 
ordering wiretaps on the phones of senior staff at the rival 
Yediot Ahronot daily. He was ordered to pay a fine of 
$330,000 and began serving an eight-month 'sentence in 
October. 

Netanyahu wants peace with Syria and Lebanon 

LONDON (AFP) — Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu on Sunday said he wants a peace accord with 
Syria and Lebanon, in an interview with the British Broad- 
casting Corporation (BBC). “We've got to make progress for 
a permanent settlement and peace with the Palestinians and 
additionally with Syria and Lebanon," Netanyahu said. ‘T 
hope there is an equal will on the various sides of parties.” he 
added. 

Hoss praises Hizbollah tactics 

BEIRUT (AP) — Lebanon's prime minister declared Sun- 
day that the country “blesses" HizboUah’s guerrilla war 
against Israeli troops and pledged his government’s support 
The resistance movement and its steadfastness in the face of 
the diabolic Lsraeli [war] mechanism... has transformed it 
into a force to be reckoned with." Prime Minister Salim Hess 
said. 
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PRAYER TIMES 


04:57 

Ofi: 15 

- — Fajr 
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14:56 


17:25 


18:43 




AND CALENDAR 


CHURCHES * 

Sl Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swcffich. Tel. 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
4632785 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 4624590 
Terra Suncta Church Tel. 4621166 
Anglican Church TeL 
4624853/4624$ 1 1. 

SL Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 477 1 751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 5865897 

Goirnan-spcaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 568S4W 
Tlie Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 5S1 1 295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints TeL 4654932 
SL John the Baptist at De 1 b 
Salic College Tel. 5661757 
Church of the Annunciation TeL 
4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646 13S 

Church of Presentation, Swa- 
fich Tel. 5920146 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
Tel. 4624757 


The English-Language Catholic 
Parish Tel 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
4892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
462S052 

The Armenian Catholic Church 
4771331 

The Armenian Orthodox 

Church TfcL 4775261 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 

Moderate weather conditions will 
prevail with winds northwesterly 
light to moderate. In Aqaba, 
winds will be northerly moderate 
and seas calm. 

MrnJMax. temp. 

Amman. ....... 04/16 

Aqaba. 09/13 

Deserts .03/18 

Jordan Valley 08/22 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 17 Aqaba 23 Humidity 
readings: Amman 27 per ccnL 
Aqaba 25 percent. 

Following arc the temperatures 
expected today in the following 


areas: 


Ajloun 

03/15 

Jerasfa 

UmQays 

05/18 

nfi/lS 

Madoba 

04/16 

Petra — 

Dead Sea 

05/16 

13/23 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Issam Asmar .4890504 

Dr. Khalid M*addL $661144 

Dr. NHalAs’ad. .4751672 

Dr. Abdul Rahim Mustafa.4744685 

AMMAN: 

Firas Pharmacy 5661912 

AI Sal am Pharmacy ,.4636730 

Mayadah Pharmacy .5537004 

RuknAlDava Pharmacy <5536169 

IRBID: 

Dr. Fayez Al Qadi...(02)248743 
Fou'ad Pharmacy ....(02)275360 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Randa 

Shahin (05)995 7 tOPalestine 

Pharmacy..~(05)983562 


EMERGENCIES 


Food Control Centre 4637111 

Civil Defence Department — 5661111 
Civfl Defence Immediate Rescue 

4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police — 192,4621111,4637777 

Fire Brigade 4617101 

Blood Bank 4775121 

Highway Police. 5343402 

Traffic Police 4896390 

Public Security Efept 4630321 

Hold Complaints- .5605800 

Price Complaints 5661176 

Water & Sewerage Cotnptaims .^4897467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

-4787111 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance.) 121 

Overseas Calls .0132 

Central Amman Telephone Repans 

- .4623101 

Abdali TeL Repairs 5661 101 

Jordan Television 477311 1 

Radio Jordan ......... 4774U1 

Water Authority 56S0100 

J. Electricity' Authority 5815615 

Electric Power 

Co 4636381 

RJ Flight Infarmation......44-53200 

Queen ABa IntL Airport — .44-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart and Spe- 
cial Surgery -.5921 199 

The Islamic. Abdli 5666131/7 

Hussein Medical Centre 5856856 

Luzmila 4630195 

Khalidi Maternity 464428 1/6 

Akileh Maternity. .4642441/2 

JafrJ Amman Maternity — 4642362 

Malhas, J. Amman. 4636140 

Palestine. Shmrisarti 

.5607071 

Shmeismi Hospital 5607431 

Jordan Hospital 5607550 

University Hospital .5353444 

Al-Muasher Hospital ..5667227/9 

Al-Ahli. Abdali - -5664J64/6 

Italian. AJ-Muhajreen ... 4777101/3 

Al-Bashir. .4775111/26 

Army. Marks .489161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 5157100 

Ama) Hospital ............. — 5607155 

AlAmal Oncer Centre .....5353000 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. HospitaL..... -(091983323 
Zatxja National Hospital -{09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986731 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital 
(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Bosnia Hospital .(021275555 


Roman Catholic Hospital (02)272275 
Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

(02)7101372, (02)7103101 

Rosary Sisters Hospital 

(02)7 1 02831. (02)7 1 020 1 1 

Speciality Hospital ..(02)7)03 100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 1 03)201 41 1 1 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia Inter- 
national Airport TeL ( 44)53200-5, 
where it should always be wrified 
Information on other flights can be 
supplied on phone 44 (527001 
Information on Royal Wings flights 
can be supplied on plume 
4S75201-S 


°^ :45 Beirut (RJj 

16:20 Cairo (RJ) 

16:25 London i RJ ) 

16:45 New York. AmestnJam (RJj 

10: ®5 Kuwait tRJ) 

18:35 Casablanca. Tunis (RJ) 

20:00 ....Bangkok. Doha (RJ) 

23:15 Tel Aviv (add) (RJ) 

03:00 ..Jakarta. Kuala Lumpur (RJf 

Other Flights 

- Ca iro (MS) 

Khartoum (SD> 

J” Bahrain (GF) 

J™ DohatQR) 

li t — ■ Vienna (OS) 

}* : “j Abu Dhabi (EK> 

„ ™ ,SUuiblJ I <SD) 

Jo*?: Be'rot (MB) 

Frankfort tLH) 

Tel Aviv (LY) 

Amsterdam, KL) 

mjS Athens tOA) 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

°^ :15 .Sanaa (RJ) 

0&30 — Damascus VRJ) 

08:35 Jeddah (RJ) 

08:50 — Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 
New Delhi (RJ) 


Royal Wings (RW) 

j&50 ..Aqaba (arriving at QALA) 

09:35 Aqaba (arriving at Maria 
Airport}/ RW) 

16:00 Aqaba (arriving a t Maria 
Airport) (RW) 

(RW? 000 (aiTiVine 411 QAIA) 


23:05 Tel Aviv (arriving ar QAIA) 
(RW) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:30 Beirut (RJJ 

10=30 Frankfurt, London (RJ) 

11:30 Shannon, Chicago (RJ) 

12:05 .-.Kuwait (RD 

12:30 Cairo (RJ) 

20:15 Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

20:45 Abu Dhabi. Tehran (RD 

21:00 -Tel Aviv (add) (RJ) 

21:15 Dubai Muscat (RJ) 

“■**5 Sanaa (RJ) 


Other Flights 

06:00 Istanbul CTK) 

07:25 .Paris (AF) 

09:05 London (BA) 

10:30 Cairo (MS) 

U:05 Istanbul (SD) 

14:10 Bahrain (GF) .0 

15:30 -...Vienna (OS) 

15:35 ...Doha (QR) 

16:30 - JDubai lEK) 

l® 150 Khartoum (SD) 

“ 0:00 Beirut (ME) 

23:10 -Tel Aviv (LY) 

02:25 — Amsterdam (KL) 

02:45 -.Athens (OA)j 


Royal Wings (RW) 

°&3G Aqaba (from Maria Airpa 
<RW) 

13:30 Gaza (from Marita Airpffl 
(RW) 

20:30 -Aqaba I from QAIA) (RV 
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Home News 


Jordan limes, Monday, February 15, 1999 



JORDAN’S 
MOURNING 
CONTINUES: Her 
Royal Highness 
Princess Basina 
Bint Talal prays 
over the burial site 
of His Majesty King 
Hussein who died 
last Sunday. She is 
the younger sister 
of the King. To her 
left is her husband, 
Walid Kurdi (AP 
photo) 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Royal 
Family members Sunday 
visited the grave of King 
Hussein, who was buried 
at the Royal Cemetery 
last Monday. 

The grave was visited 
by Their Royal Highness 
Princesses Basma^Muna 
and Alia A1 Faisal and 
they were followed by 
the president of the sen- 
ate and the speaker of 
the Lower House of Par- 
liament, senators, 

deputies, the higher judi- 
cial council, members of 
the Court of Cassation 
and the Supreme Court. 
They recited verses of 
the Holy Koran. 

Among the visitors to 
the grave, were also Min- 
istry of Education scouts 
and guides from around 
the Kingdom, school 
students and other citi- 
zens. They prayed that 
God would bless the 
King’s soul. 

Visitors to the Royal 
Court Sunday signed a 
condolence register to 
express - their sympathy 
to the Roval Family and 
pledge allegiance to His 
Majesty King Abdullah 
and 'the 'Hashemite 
Throne. 

In Zarqa, the gover- 
nor’s office Sunday start- 
ed a daily meal pro- 
gramme for orphans and 
the poor in remembrance 
of the late King Hussein 
who. the governor's 
office said, through his 
directives to the govern- 
ment, had cared for the 
needy and the orphans 
and exercised social soli- 
darity. 

The meals were donat- 
ed by local organisations 
and businesses and dis- 
tributed to children under 
the care of a number of 
charitable organisations, 
said Omar Jamal, head of 
the Department of Awqaf 
in Zarqa. Jamal noted 
that free meals will be 
offered daily to 130 
orphans and needy and 
handicapped children. 

Minister of Social 
Development Moham- 
mad Kheir Mamser said 
in a statement published 
in the local press that a 
number of Jordanian 
families have decided to 
substitute ads in the local 
press, expressing grief 
on the passing of the 
King, with cash dona- 
tions to the ministry to be 
spent on the care of 
orphans. 

Speaking after a regu- 
lar Cabinet meeting, 
Mamser urged the public 


to follow the example. 

Meanwhile, the Coun- 
cil of Islamic Organisa- 
tions and Societies in 
Jordan Sunday issued a 
statement paying tribute 
to King Hussein for his 
relentless efforts and sac- 
rifices over the past 47 
years. 

The council called on 
Jordanians to join their 
ranks behind the 
Hashemite leadership. 
The council’s secretary' 
general, Abdul Latif 
Subeihi. urged the King- 
dom's statesmen and 
those in government 
positions to offer sincere 
advice to His Majesty 
King Abdullah on 
domestic reforms and 
inter-Arab cooperation. 

Subeihi voiced the 
council's congratulations 
to the King and wished 
him success in handling 
the numerous tasks 
ahead. 

Also Sunday the 
Amman Chamber of 
Industry sent a cable to 
King Abdullah pledging 
allegiance and paying 
tribute to King Hussein’s 
endeavours and achieve- 
ments. 

The chamber’s chair- 
man. Khaldoun Abu Has- 
san, said in the statement 
that under King Hussein, 
industry’ was boosted and 
contributed to 22 per 
cent of the country’s 
overall gross domestic 
product. It employs 
150.000 workers and 
accounts for 90 per cent 
of national exports. 

Expressing the cham- 
ber’s congratulations to 
King Abdullah, Abu Has- 
san said industrialists 
vow to safeguard the 
country’s achievements. 

Meanwhile, Her 

Majesty Queen Noor 
received a cable of con- 
dolence from the Egypt- 
ian Ancient Victoria 
Association in Alexan- 
dria. HRH Crown Prince 
Hamzah also received a 
cable of condolences 
from Chief Islamic Jus- 
tice Sheikh Lzzeddin 
Tamimi, who also con- 
veyed congratulations to 
the prince, pledging loy- 
alty and allegaince to the 
Hashemite Throne. 



Christians dedicate prayers 
to King Hussein 

By Susan Resheq 

AMMAN — Christians Sunday dedicated prayers, in 
solemn ceremonies at churches across Jordan, to His 
Majesty King Hussein. 

Bishop of tiie Greek Catholic Church George Murr 
said, ‘‘Unusual days. The church today was full of 
Christians who all dedicated their prayers to King Hus- 
sein, asking God to grant him rest and to favour ids son, 
King Addallab in ruling the country.” 

Bishop Murr told his congregation that all Jordan’s 
achievements were accomplished under the leadership 
of King Hussein. 

Hosphals, schools, universities and social services 
extended across the country under his leadership, he 
said, adding that “King Hussein sacrificed his life for 
the sake of Jordan, the region’s stability and the life of 
an generations.” 

“Widows, orphans and poor people were all support- 
ed by the King,” he said. “It is really very sad losing 
such a compassionate human being.” 

Father Constantine Qarmash said “He was not just a 
long, he was a father, a brother and a friend for all 
Muslims, Christians and Arabs in general. He was a 
symbol of security and peace.” * \ ■ . r - 

Bishop Saleem Sayegh, during a prayer at the St 
Mary of Nazareth Qiurch, said “King Hussein always 
supported the Palestinians, even when he was in Ms 
most critical health condition. 

"He worked hard to ensure peace, safety and stabili- 
ty for the Palestinians in their homeland and in Jor- 
dan,” Bishop Sayegh said 

“We raise our hands in supplication to God to help 
King Abdullah manage the country and, following in 
his father’s footsteps, rule wisely and seek peace, stabil- 
ity and prosperity for Jordan.” 

Throughout the Christian community in Jordan 
pledges of support for the new leadership were heard 


Government campaigns for 
funds to publish Holy Koran 

By a Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Hie government on Sunday launched a 
campaign to raise funds to publish one million copies of 
the Holy Koran in Jordan and worldwide upon a for- 
mer request by BBs Majesty King Hussein. 

Assistant to the Ministry of Awqaf and IdamfcAffaiis 
Secretary General Hamdi Murad said the ministry, 
donated JD200,000 to the JD1 million project, which:' 
will be an alms giving donation in commemoration of 
King Hussein. 

Murad told the Jordan Times that the rest of the 
amount was scheduled to be contributed by King Hus- 
sein himself, but now the mhustry will open a bank, 
credit to receive the donations. 

He added that the ministry's “Beit A1 Maqdes” 
(Jerusalem) print of the Holy Koran will be the model 
for the new copies, which will indude some adjust- 
ments in the design. 

Of great significance to Muslims throughout the 
world. King Hussein was the forty-second generation 
direct descendent of the Prophet Mohammad. 

Last Monday, King Hussein was laid to rest foil owing 
a resplendent funeral cortege through the streets of 
Amman that led to the Royal Palaces complex. Kings, 
presidents, and dignitaries from more than 50 countries 
joined grieving Jordanians from all walks of life in 
mourning the 63-year-old King, who reigned for near- 
ly half a century. 


CONDOLENCES: 
Women sign a spe- 
cial register at the 
Royal Court to 
express condolences 
to the Royal family 
on the death of His 
Majesty King Hus- 
sein. The register is 
open to the public 
from 10:00 a.m. till 
noon until March 18 
(Petra photo) 


Court orders suspension of Al Majd 
pending ruling against Rimawi 


Royal family visits King Hussein’s burial site, 
Jordanians continue to offer condolences 


By Mohammad Ben Hussein 

AMMAN — The Court of 
first Instance yesterday 
suspended the publication 
of Al Majd weekly news- 
paper until a case against 
its chief editor is decided 
upon. 

Al Majd Editor-in-Chief 
Fahed Rimawi was freed 
on bail last week pending 
trial. He is charged with 
insulting the Royal Fami- 
ly, publishing false infor- 
mation about the prime 
minister and other Cabinet 
members and attacking the 
security service in an arti- 
cle that appeared in the 
paper two weeks ago fol- 
lowing His Majesty King 
Hussein's decision to 
change his successor to the 
Hashemite Throne. 

Rimawi described the 
court’s decision as 
“painful and undemocrat- 
ic.” 

“This [closure] contra- 
dicts the government’s 
promises of democracy 
and free speech.” he said. 

The government repeat- 
edly affirmed its stated 
position of a soft imple- 


mentation of the country's 
new Press and Publica- 
tions Law that came into 
force last September. 

The law — considered 
by many as one of the 
most restrictive on media 
ever drafted in the country 
— faced a storm of 
protests from journalists 
and human rights organi- 
sations both from Jordan 
and countries abroad, who 
regard the legislation as a 
violation of human rights 
because it contains articles 
that “limit personal free- 
dom and freedom of 
expression.” 

Rimawi said the case 
could take as long as one 
year before it is concluded. 

The court’s order, the 
first of its kind since the 
press law was enacted, 
was issued based on a rec- 
ommendation by the Press 
and Publications Depart- 
ment. Director of the Press 
and Publications Depart- 
ment Iyad Qattan was not 
available for comment 
yesterday. 

According to Article 50 
of the Press and Publica- 
tions Law of 1998, the 


court may suspend the 
publication while it hears 
the case, or for any period 
of time it deems necessary, 
or if it decides that such a 
move is in the benefit of 
national interest and 
national security. 

Rimawi last week was 
ordered detained by the 
judge for 15 days but was 
only detained for two days 
in Jweideb prison before 
being released on Feb. 6. 

Rimawi wrote in the Feb. 
1 edition of Al Majd that 
HRH Prince Hass an, who 
was replaced as heir to the 
Throne by King Hussein 
last month, laid his 
revolver down in front of 
the King and asked to be 
shot if King Hussein 
thought he was a traitor. In 
previous issues Rimawi 
called for the Prime Minis- 
ter and his Cabinet to 
resign. 

According to Article 37, 
paragraph one of the law, a 
publication cannot print 
anything that disparages 
the King and Royal Fami- 
ly members. Paragraph 
two of the same article 
prohibits the publication 


of anything that might vio- 
late national security. 
Paragraph nine 'from- the 
same article prohibits the 
publication of false infor- 
mation or rumours. 

According to sources at 
Al Majd, the government 
also took exception to an 
article published in Janu- 
ary on the Syrian elec- 
tions, in which Rimawi 
lent support to Syrian 
President Hafez Assad in 
his presidential campaign. 

Qattan said in an inter- 
view ’with the Jordan 
Times last week that the 
attorney general also 
charged Rimawi for show- 
ing loyalty to another 
country and leader. 

According to a source 
from the newspaper, these 
are the first charges 
pressed against the news- 
paper, in accordance with 
the present law. 

Hussein Mjalli, the new- 
paper’s lawyer, said he is 
studying the newspaper’s 
file in order to contest the 
court order. 


Arab associations reschedule regional meeting, 
bombardment on Iraq to top agenda 


By Mohammad Ben Hussein 

AMMAN — The Arab 
Professional Associations 
are scheduled to hold a 
long overdue conference 
later this month in Bagh- 
dad, said Bassem Dajani. 
chairman of die Jordanian 
Professional Associations’ 
14-member executive 
council. 

, _ The. 1 00,ppO-strong pro- 
fessional associations had 
planned a meeting of their 
colleagues across the Arab 
World to encourage their 
governments to “bust” 
United Nations economic 
sanctions on Iraq after 
recent U.S.-British air 
strikes, but the meeting 


was postponed after the 
death of King Hussein.. 

It is not yet dear how 
many Arab unions will take 
part in the two day confer- 
ence, scheduled for Feb. 
27-28. 

The four-day strikes that 
ended on Dec. 19 sparked 
demonstrations throughout 
the Arab World in support 
of Iraq, but until now. all 
Arab governments abided, 
by the economic sanctions 
imposed by the U.N. on 
Baghdad following its 
1990 invasion of Kuwait 

“Arabs must do some- 
thing to save Iraqis from 
their current plight” 
Dajani told the Jordan 
Times. 


“Arab countries are con- 
tributing to these deadly 
sanctions and they have to 
stop participating in this 
crime that is committed 
ag ains t their Arab 
brethren," he added. 

Organisers said the idea 
of a parley to reflect popu- 
lar Arab anger over what 
has come to be known as 
“U.S.-British aggression 
on Iraq,” was raised during 
a meeting of the associa- 
tion’s executive committee 
in late 1998. 

The associations, long a 
bedrock of popular support 
for the Iraqi people, have 
launched a vocal media 
campaign to enlist mass 
solidarity with Iraq- over 


last December’s bombard- 
• ment 

They are also collecting 
money, medicine and other 
inland donations from, 
members, who include 
nurses, doctors, engineers, 
vets, lawyers and pharma- 
cists. 

Associations called on 
their members across the 
Kingdom to boycott . ah 
American and British- 
made products, including 
medicines, in protest of the 
strikes. 

According to Danjani, 
the fourteen members of 
the executive council will 
take part in the conference. 


Royal Wings to add third flight to Gaza airport 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Royal 
Wings, a subsidiary of 
Royal Jordanian, the 
national air carrier, 
announced plans to oper- 
ate another regular flight 
between Amman and Gaza 
airports in the coming 
week, bringing to three 
the number of regular 
flights between Jordan 
and the Palestinian self- 
rule areas. 

‘Ahed Quntar, Royal 
Wings director general, 
said that in addition to Fri- 
day and Monday flights. 
Royal Wings will operate 
a third regular flight on 
Wednesdays in view of the 


growing demand on air 
travel between the two 
sides. 

Quntar said demand for 
travel between the two 
destinations has grown 
since Royal Wings made 
its maiden flight to Gaza 
airport last December, 
noting that the demand 
has been strong from both 
businessmen and tourists. 

Royal Wings is examin- 
ing tiie prospect of operat- 
ing a daily flight between 
Amman and Gaza begin- 
ning this summer. 

Last November, RW 
made its inaugural flight 
from Amman to Gaza car- 


rying HRH Prince Faisal, 
who represented Jordan at 
the inauguration ceremo- 
ny- 

Royal Wings made its 
first commercial flight 
from Amman to Gaza 
International Airport in 
December. It was 

announced then that 

Palestine Airlines will 
also conduct two weekly 
flights between Amman 
and Gaza. 

According to Quntar, the 
number of passengers has 
increased steadily since 
the first flight Last 
month. Royal Wings car- 
ried 688 passengers from 


Amman to Gaza. 

Meanwhile, CAA Direc- 
tor General Captain JasSer 
Ziyad was quoted by Al 
Dustour Arabic daily Sat- 
urday as saying that . a 
total of 70 aeroplanes 
from around the world 
touched down at the 
Queen Alia International 
Airport in one day, carry- 
ing heads of Arab and for- 
eign nations to attend the 
funeral of His Majesty 
King Hussein. 

He said although Jordan- 
ian airports are not used to 
heavy air traffic, the traf- 
fic was dealt with success- 
fully. 


Government allocates JD98 million Police 


to social productivity programme 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
government Saturday 
decided to allocate 
JD9S million to finance 
infrastructure projects 
in underprivileged areas, 
as part of the social pro- 
ductivity programme, a 
senior official said. 

“We reviewed the 
social productivity pro- 
gramme, which was one 
of the main issues that 
His Majesty King Hus- 
sein urged the govern- 
ment to focus on, 
because it deals with 
two major problems in 
Jordan — poverty and 
unemployment,” said 
Minister of Planning 
Nabil Amman. 

“This has been dis- 
cussed thoroughly in 
the past, and today we 
have covered new 
parts,” Amman added. 

He said the govern- 
ment has already begun 
implementing projects 
listed in the three com- 
ponents of the pro- 
gramme, but that “the 


fourth component cov- 
ering the finance of all 
infrastructure needed in 
camps and rural areas 
will be implemented in 
parallel with the other 
three areas." 

Amman said the gov- 
ernment has put- the 
social productivity pro- 
gramme at the top of its 
spending agenda. The 
government last year 
allocated JD400 million 
for financing the pro- 
jects. 

The ambitious pro- 
gramme was approved 
by the government in 
1997 ana has four com- 
ponents. Amman was 
frank in admitting that 
“it will not be end 
poverty and unemploy- 
ment in Jordan.” 

Officially unemploy- 
ment stands at more 
than 16 per cent. The 
average income is about 


JD 1,800 per year. 

Amman said the four 
components will 'cost 
about JD400 million 


and include an exten- 
sion of the Aid to the 
Elderly Programme 
administered through 
the National Aid Fund. 
The fund also gives aid 
to those unable to work. 
The second component 
aspires to improve 
infrastructure services 
in impoversihed areas 
throughout the King- 
dom, whether camps or 
rural and urban poor 
areas. The third compo- 
nent will rehabilitate the 
unemployed to make 
them able to participate 
in economic activities. 
The final component 
will finance small and 
medium-scale enterpris- 
es that will raise income 
and help reduce unem- 
ployment 

“A prerequisite to 
finance these projects is 
that all employees 
should be Jordanian,” 
said Amman. 


investigate 

murder 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Criminal 
Prosecutor Bassem 

Momani has charged a 26- 
year-old man with first 
degree murder in the slay- 
ing of his brother-in-law in 
Jabal Qusour on Saturday, 
according -to official 
sources. 

The source said the sus- 
pect whom he would not 
identify, was arrested by’ 
police shortly after stab- 
bing the 36-year-old victim 
to death. 

Head of the' National 
Institute for Forensic Med- 
icine Mo’men Hadidi told 
the Jordan Times Monday 
evening that the victim 
received at least nine stabs 
to different parts of his 
body with a switchblade. 

According to the source, 
family problems are 
believed to be the motive 
of the killin g. 

Police said they are 
investigating the incident 
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message 


RAMBOUILLET. France 

(AP) — U.S. Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright 
delivered a stem message to 
Serb President Milan 
Mifutinovic Sunday, urging 
the Serbs to get down to 
business at the Kosovo 
peace talks or face NATO 
bombs. 

With a Feb. 20 deadline 
for reaching an accord with 
Kosovo Albanians 

approaching. Albright 
arrived in France Saturday 
night to assess the progress 
of” the talks that started a 
week earlier in a 14th centu- 
ry French chateau in 
Rambouillet, near Paris. 

Albright met with 
Milutinovic Sunday morn- 
ing in Paris and later in the 
day was to travel to 
Rambouillet to meet the 
international mediators, led 
by American Christopher 
Hill, and the two parties. 

State Department 

spokesman James P. Rubin 
said Albright “is going to 
deliver a very clear and 
straightforward message to 
both parties that it is time to 
get down to the business of 


making the tough deci- 
sions.” 

Again raising the threat of 
force. Rubin said Albright 
would tell the Serbian pres- 
ident that “if the Serbs are 
the cause of a breakdown, 
we are determined to go for- 
ward with a NATO decision 
to carry out air strikes.” 

The Serbs are faced with 
two uncomfortable choices, 
bend to the will of the 
United States and its five 
Contact Group partners, or 
face destructive air attacks. 
The Serb delegates here 
have yet to receive instruc- 
tions from their leader. 
Slobodan Milosevic, on 
which way to move. 

“What Milosevic says will 
be crucial and carried out." 
said a Serb negotiator who 
was under orders not to 
speak to the media on the 
record. 

More than 2,000 people 
have been killed in a year of 
clashes in Kosovo between 
ethnic Albanian separatists 
and Serbian security forces. 
The province is in southern 
Serbia. the dominant 
Yugoslav republic. 



U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine Albright (centre), British Foreign Minister Robin Cook (left) and French coun- 
terpart Hubert Vedrine discuss at their arrival to the Chateau de Rambouillet to push forward the Kosovo peace 
negotiations between ethnic Albanians and Serbs (AFP photo) 


Ninety per cent of 

Kosovo's 2 million people 
are ethnic Albanian; the 
majority want independence 
from Yugoslavia. 

Just outside the talks 

Saturday, an estimated 

10.000 Kosovo Albanians, 
many of them bussed from 
other European countries, 
demonstrated. carrying 
flags and shouting “U-C-K. 
U-C-K,” the Albanian 

acronym for the Kosovo 
Liberation Army. 

In Kosovo, meanwhile, a 


Blair vows to send troops to 
Kosovo if peace pact agreed 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Britain is willing to send 
troops to the Serbian 
province of Kosovo, but 
only if the operation's mis- 
sion is dear and based on a 
peace pact. Prime Minister 
Tony Blair said Sunday. 

“I will not agree to 
deploy British troops in 
Kosovo itself without a 
clear mission and dear 
objectives based on a polit- 
ical settlement agreed by 
both sides," Blair wrote in 
a forum in the Independent 
Sunday. 

Blair's comments came 
as diplomats convened in 
France to take stock of 
peace talks to end nearly 
one year of fighting in the 
majority Albanian province 
that has left 2.100 people 
dead and displaced some 
300,000. 

A blueprint accord, 
drawn up by the six-nation 
Contact Group, would give 
Kosovo's ethnic Albanian 
majority substantial auton- 


omy for an interim period 
of three years but leave the 
province within the rump 
Yugoslavia. 

Some 30,000 troops 
would oversee an eventual 
peace accord. 

Of those, Britain has 
pledged some 8.000, along 
with Challenger tanks, bul- 
letproof Warrior vehicles 
and heavy artilleiy that will 
leave Germany, where they 
are stationed. Monday. 

The United States also 
said it would contribute 
4.000 U.S. troops to take 
part in an international 
force to help enforce a 
peace accord in Kosovo. 

“Our responsibilities do 
not end at the English 
Channel,” Blair said, 
stressing Britain's desire 
not to revisit Bosnia. 

“In Bosnia we underesti- 
mated what would be need- 
ed to halt the conflict, and 
we underestimated the con- 
sequences of failing to do 
so," he wrote. 


‘That is why Britain and 
France, along with our 
European, American and 
Riisstan partners in the 
Contact Group are united 
in! our determination to 
bring peace in Kosovo,” 
Blair said. 

“These troops are not 
going to Kosovo to fight 
the Serbs,” he said. “They 
will go to underpin an 
agreement” Blair said. 

“It will not be easy for 
the two sides to achieve 
peace. But each side knows 
that, we will come down 
hard on them if they delib- 
erately obstruct a reason- 
able agreement" he 
warned. 

Belgrade has rejected 
deployment of foreign sol- 
diers in Kosovo and insist- 
ed on written guarantees 
that its borders remain 
intact while hardliners in 
the Kosovar delegation 
insist that any agreement 
must eventually lead to 
independence. 


Clinton trial transcripts: 
Sex, lies and videotape 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Senators spoke bluntly, emo- 
tionally and weren't above 
cracking a joke when the doors 
were closed in U.S. President 
Bill G inton’s impeachment 
trial, newly released transcripts 
show. 

Their words were also per- 
sonal and direct showing why 
the Senate is known to many 
Americans as the most exclu- 
sive private club in ihe nation. 

“We must remember that ihe 
fooling around was between 
consenting adults, both of them 
sexually experienced,” drawled 
Democrat Ernest Hollings of 
South Carolina. 

Lawmakers debated long and 
hand over whether to hold their 
deliberations in private or to 
open them to (he public. 

Sawnday the remarks of 75 
Senators were published in the 
Congressional Record, and 
picked up by most major U.S. 
newspapers Sunday. 

‘Today is my 38th day as a 
Senator," said Republican Peter 
Fitzgerald, newly-elected from 
Illinois. “Those 38 days feel 
like they have lasted my entire 
life.” 

For 20 hours over four days 
last week, the Senate conducted 
its debate entirely behind closed 
doors, deciding whether 
Ginion should be the first U.S. 
president ever removed from 
office. 


“We are seeing right now why 
I had to make my money selling 
frozen peas." said Oregon 
Republican Gordon Smith, a 
food wholesaler in another life, 
reacting to the high-powered 
legal talent that had argued the 
issue on both sides. 

Ben Nighihorse Campbell, a 
Colorado Republican, took a 
jab at colleagues tor running out 
during recesses to be inter- 
viewed by waiting journalists. 

“I sit right there in the back 
row. 15 feet from the cloak- 
room.” Nighihorse Campbell 
said of his desk near the exit 
doors. 

“But at each recess, by the 
time I walk to the cloakroom 
and glance at the TV, some of 
my colleagues have already 
sprinted somewhere else to lx 
in front of the cameras.” he said. 

"As you know. I used to been 
the U.S, Olympic Team, and l 
tell my speedy friends — you 
could have made the team.” 

Democrat Byron Dorgan of 
North Dakota touched on the 
carnival aspect of the Monica 
Lewinsky sex-and-lies scandal, 

“Mark Twain once said, with 
tongue in cheek, that ‘the next 
best thing to a lie is a true story 
no one will believe.*" Dorean 
said. 

“Well, this sorry chapter in 
our rich history embraces both. 
Lies, yes! And truth that is 
almost unbelievable." 


Iowa Republican Charles 
Grassley reminded the chamber 
of haw the Lewinsky’ affair had 
brought the presidency into dis- 
repute. 

He received a mite from a 
school principal, he said, about 
an assembly devoted to 
American heroes. It included a 
video, and at the first sight of 
Ginion. “the entire student 
body — ages 1 1 to 14 — snick- 
ered.” 

Senators also drew on person- 
al experience. 

Republican Bill Frist of 
Tennessee spoke of the impor- 
tance of oaths, citing the 
Hippocratic Oath he took as a 
physician. 

Democrat Patrick Leahy of 
Vermont told of writing his 
thoughts on the case onboard 
Air Force One for die long 
flight with Clinton returning 
from the funeral of King 
Hussein. 

Not all addresses were as 
human — some had the feel of 
court submissions, while others 
tried to cram in as many 
learned, historical and famous 
figures as they could 

Many Democrats were 
pleased to quote one of the 
House managers. 

Representative Lindsey 
Graham, who said "reasonable 
people" could disagree on 
whether to remove the presi- 
dent 


bombing injured at least 
nine people outside a gov- 
ernment-owned bank 

Saturday. 

Both sides were forced to 
the negotiating table in 
France "by the threat of 
NATO air strikes against 
Serbia and tough measures 
to cut off arms and financ- 
ing for the KLA. 

Foreign mediators said the 
Serbs are stalling file talks, 
demanding that Kosovo 
Albanians first sign a set of 
basic principles that guaran- 


tee Yugoslavia's territorial 
integrity. 

The secessionist 

Albanians refuse. They are 
asking for foreign media- 
tors' assurances that 
Kosovo have a referendum 
on independence after a 
proposed three-year interim 
period. 

Ignoring repeated official 
Serb rejection of any for- 
eign troops in Kosovo. 
NATO allies are moving 
ahead with plans to dispatch 
up to 30,000 troops to 


police an eventual deal. 

President BUI Clinton 
announced Saturday that the 
United States is prepared to 
contribute as many as 4.000 
ground troops. 

The proposed three-year 
interim peace plan for 
Kosovo would give self- 
rule to the ethnic Albanians 
but would keep them within 
Yugoslavia. It would also 
compel the Serbs to with- 
draw their troops and police 
units except for a small 
force to guard the border. 


Balkans, new battlefield 
in Taiwan-China tussle 


TAIPEL Taiwan (AP) — 
Having gained a diplomatic 
coup by establishing ties 
with Macedonia, Taiwan 
hopes to upgrade relations 
with other Balkan countries 
to counter China’s diplo- 
matic blockade, a newspa- 
per reported Sunday. 

Several countries in the 
Balkan peninsula, including 
the former Yugoslav repute 
lie of Slovenia, have 
expressed an interest in 
improving ties with Taiwan, 
the Liberty Times reported. 

Taiwan wants to use its 
new relations with 
Macedonia to demonstrate 
how recognising the island 
can pay off for other finan- 
cially-strapped countries in 
the Balkan peninsula, the 


paper said. 

In exchange for diplomat- 
ic recognition, Taiwan 
reportedly offered to pro- 
vide Macedonia more than 
$300 million in aid over 
four years, along with tech- 
nical assistance, loans and 
business contracts worth 
millions more. 

Macedonian sources have 
said ties with Taiwan would 
bring in up to $1.6 billion in 
aid and investment. 

Macedonia and the 
Vatican are the only coun- 
tries in Europe that recog- 
nise Taiwan, which China 
claims as a breakaway 
province. 

China severed ties with 
Macedonia after its decision 
to recognise Taiwan last 


month, and reports say 
Beijing's anger at the move 
could delay gradual steps to 
restore regular dialogue 
between Taipei and Beijing. 

Most of Taiwan’s 28 allies 
are poor countries in Africa, 
Central America and the 
Caribbean who it supports 
with aid and investment 

Taiwanese Foreign 
Minister Jason Hu plans to 
visit Macedonia later this 
month, and may take the 
opportunity to stop over in 
another European country 
that does not recognise 
Taiwan, the paper said. 

Vice President Lien Chan 
and Premier Vincent Siew 
have also expressed an 
interest in visiting 
Macedonia. 


Yeltsin congratulates North 
Korean leader on birthday 


SEOUL (AP) — Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin is 
among the foreign dignitaries 
who have congratulated North 
Korea on the upcoming birth- 
day of its leader, Kim Jong D, 
Pyongyang’s media said 
Sunday. 

Kim turns 57 Tuesday, and 
the day is celebrated as the 
North's biggest holiday. It will 
be Kim's first birthday since he 
officially look control of North 
Korea last September as chair- 
man of the National Defence 
Commission, 

The North’s Korean Central 
News Agency said Yeltsin sent 
a congratulatory telegram 
Friday, hoping that Moscow- 
Pyongyang relations will be 
strengthened under Kim's 
leadership. 

"I am convinced that devel- 
oping Russia-DPRK (North 
Korea) relationship ... con- 
forms with the interests of the 
peoples of the two countries, 
and it will help consolidate 
peace and stability on the 
Korean peninsula and 


Northeast Asia.” the KCNA 
quoted Yeltsin’s telegram as 
saying. 

Moscow was a longtime 
Communist ally of North 
Korea. But their relations have 
chilled since the former Soviet 
Union established diplomatic 
relations with South Korea in 
1990. 

Representatives from more 
than 16 overseas organisations 
arrived in Pyongyang Saturday 
for Kim's birthday celebra- 
tions. according to the North's 
official Radio Pyongyang and 
Korean Central Radio, moni- 
tored by Radio Press in Tokyo 
Sunday. 

The well-wishers included 
members of the General 
Association of Korean 
Residents in Japan, a pro-Nonh 
Korea group in Japan, as well 
as members of the Communist 
Party of Ireland, the Unified 
Communist Party of Italy and 
Cambodia's FUNCINPEC 
party. Radio Press reported. 

Representatives also came 
on behalf of organisations in 


Mongolia. Bangladesh, Brazil. 
Canada. China and the United 
States, it said. 

Major birthday celebrations, 
as reported by the North's 
media, included sports events, 
song festivals, oratorical con- 
tests and mass rallies, during 
which government, party and 
military officials swore loyalty 
to their leader. 

During one rally held on top 
of Mount Paekdu Saturday, 
representatives of the three 
military branches resolved to 
become “death-defying corps" 
and “suicidal soldiers," KCNA 
said. 

North Korea says that Kim 
was bom at a secret camp on 
top of Mount Paekdu border- 
ing China in 1942 when his 
father, the late President Kim D 
Sung, was waging an indepen- 
dence fight against Japanese 
colonialism. 

But Western historians 
believe that the junior Kim was 
bom in Russia's far eastern 
region close to the Korean 
peninsula. 


Politician who endured 
bloody upheaval in 1970s dies 


BANGKOK, Thailand (AP) — 
Prosit Kanchanawat, a prominent 
politician in the bloody upheaval 
that rocked Thailand in the 1970s. 
died Sunday of cancer, hospital 
offirialssaitLHewas84. 

A commoner who served in both 
military and civilian governments 
filled with aristocrats, Prosit was a 
lawyer and bunker before becom- 
ing a member of parliament in 
1952. 


Prosit held several high-level 
economic posts in the 1960s before 
becoming commerce minister in 
1 972 under the preraierahip of Field 
Marshal Thanom Kinakriiom. 

Thanom's government was over- 
thrown in a mass uprising against 
military role in 1973. 

A fragile experiment with 
democracy ensued. 

Prosit was speaker of a first, 
short-lived elected parliament in 


1975. New elections in April 1976 
led to Seni Pramoj. leader of Thai 
resistance against Japanese occupa- 
tion in World War U, became prime 
minister: 

Prasit was justice minister in 
Seni’s government, which fell in 
October 1976 as the military and 
right-wing extremists massacred 
leftist students and staged a coup. 

Hie coup coded Prasifs political 


NEW S IN BRIEF 

Spanish king and queen 
leave for South Africa 

MADRID (AFP) — Spanish King Juan Carlos and 

President Nelson Manila tu » ^ 1 as _ vl mng me 
m?fp n ri^TRobb^ ,S l“^l where Mandela was 

mvToTto N^bir^da^wher! *ey 
Sent Sam Nujoma. They wdl return to Madnd 

business leaders. 

South African government 
to crack down on firearms 

JOHANNESBURG (AFP) — The South African gov- 
ernment is to crack down on firearms by banning fuUy 
automatic weapons and the sale of toy guns that look 
like the real thing, police said i Sunday. . U will also 
force the public to reapply for licences for rite coun- 
try’s estimated 2.2 million legal weapons, police legal 
services director Ric de Caris told the Johannesburg 
Sunday Times. De Caris said a task team appointed by 
Safety and Security Minister Sydney Mufamadi 
would meet in Pretoria Monday to begin drafting leg- 
islation that would rewrite the rule book on firearm 
ownership. The Arms and Ammunition Act is expect- 
ed to be amended during the current session parlia- 
ment to restrict gunowners' ability to lend their 
firearms to others, he added. The blanket ban pro- 
posed in the new legislation would outlaw fuUy auto- 
marie weapons such as the Russian-made AK-47 and 
South African-made Rls, R4s and R5s, which are 
commonly used in bank robberies and acts of political 
violence. New measures the task team is expected to 
propose includes forcing all gunowners to reapply for 
licences, more thorough screening of applications for 
firearm licences and banning ammunition capable. of 
penetrating protective clothing. De Cans said police 
were drafting a proclamation that will ban certain 
types of toy guns. Mufamadi said in parliament this 
week that 20,000 South Africans with criminal 
records had firearm licences that had not been 
revoked. 

New religious riot hits eastern 
Indonesia; 13 killed 

AMBON, Indonesia (AP) — Troops opened fire on 1 
rampaging gangs of Muslims and Christians in eastern 
Indonesia Sunday, a local official said. At least 13 
people were killed. The official, who spoke on condi- 
tion of anonymity, said 1 1 of the dead had been shot 
and two others stabbed when rioting broke out on 
Haruku Island, in Maluku province about 2.250 kilo- 
metres northeast of Jakarta. He said troops opened fire 
to disperse the crowd. Last week in the capital Jakarta, 
armed forces commander Gen. Wiranto announced 
that he had ordered his troops to shoot troublemakers 
on sight so as to quell rising civil unrest. Meanwhile, 
about 43 injured people were taken by boat to the 
nearby provincial capital. Ambon. About 30 houses 
were burned. The official said the fighting was 
between groups from two rival villages with different 
religions. Earlier, state-owned radio said seven people 
had been killed and 14 people injured in Sunday’s vio- 
lence. Last month at least 105 people were killed and 
almost 3,000 homes and buildings were burned when 
Muslims and Christians clashed during a three-week 
period on three islands in Maluku province. Indonesia 
is the world’s most populous Islamic nation. Maluku, 
which was known in Dutch colonial times as the Spice 
Islands, has a large Christian population. Indonesia, 
facing its worst economic crisis in decades, has been 
plagued by political and social unrest. 

Over 1 ,000 Thai couples register 
marriages on Valentine’s Day 

BANGKOK (AFPi More than 1,000 Thai couples 
registered their marriages in Bangkok’s “Love 
tillage Sunday to mark Valentine's Day, city officials 
saro. Staff at the registration office in downtown Bang 
Rak (love village) said they would work into the night 
to register queues of lovers on their special day. 
People choose to many here because of the auspi- 
cious name of the district.” local official Arunee 
Rasamitas said. “Up to now. 1.050 couples have suc- 
cessfully registered their marriage licences and we 

M, V n„ ° Ut T ore than '- 200 a PP'i™u°n forms." 

Many of ihe couples were married in traditional cere- 

Z vafendne- n 0re Z dccided ‘° ^fy their vows 
947 ^ K La f', v ear the district registered 

947 marriages on Feb. 14. Earlier Sunday 99 couples 

T n er a m 3 cerem °ny organised 

in a downtown hotel and presided over by city 

Governor Bhictut Rattakul. The governor wished them 
long love and asked them to be faithful to each other. 

Police station fire death toll 
reaches 51 

~ The d c ath 10,1 }n °ne of the dead- 

z ched 51 

and instantly engulfed a^ve°stn We, ? nes <ky evening 
building in 'the central R, «^ t0rey ‘ntenor ministry 3 
People jumping ™ sendio S several 

230 firefighters "spent nt" lo u the * deaths. Some 
About 70.000 neonfe battling the flames. 

funeral of 20 ome P vktfm Urday "P* 0ul for ** 

cers and crime detectii!£ ° f i hern . P° lice offi " 
Sergei Stepashin, master cellkt f ntenor Minisler 
and musician Galina v?il! St Mstislav Rostropovich 
funeral services hdd in J " eVska y a - attended the 
opened an inqui^ Tnid IT Police have 

Residents have said thev sus Picions of arson, 

before the 7° shortly 

meanwhile cited witnesses « ^ lerfax news agency 
broken out at three places the bla2C bad 

Arson has not been ruled r». .^nthe building at once. 
The 1 930s-era police^ station S ^ c l use of * e blaze, 
years ago but it was quick! Am** h* by a blaZC sevea 
few efforts were anoarenM brou §bt under control and ! 
hazards in the building y made to tackle the fire 


r 
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Indonesian opposition politician Megawati Sukarnoputri is overwhelmed as she holds her party’s new flag at a 
party rally in Jakarta. More than 100,000 supporters crowded into a stadium to endorse her candidacy for the pres- 
idency (AFP photo) 

Presidential candidate rejects 
East Timor independence plan 


JAKARTA (AP) — 
Presidential candidate and 
daughter of Indonesia's nation- 
alistic founder Megawati 
Sukarnoputri denounced a 
government offer to grant inde- 
pendence to East Timor as 
threat to national unity Sunday. 

"We were shocked with the 
plan to let East Timor go," she 
said in a speech to about 
100,000 red flag-waving sup- 
porters of her Indonesian 
Democratic Party in Struggle at 
a Jakarta sports stadium. 

‘The East Timorese are our 
brothers. So why should the 
f^tsi Timorese people go? 
Indonesia has always been a 
united country in the past." she 
said to the roar of the crowd. 

Indonesia, which invaded 
East Timor in 1975. has offered 
to lei the half-island territory 
break away if its people reject 
an autonomy plan now being 
considered at U.N.- sponsored 
talks with Portugal. 

Last week, Indonesian 


President B J. Habibie indicat- 
ed that he favoured indepen- 
dence by as early as the start of 
next year. 

Other Indonesian officials 
have said they want the East 
Timorese people to opt for an 
autonomous state within the 
Indonesian republic. 

June's poll is to be conducted 
under reforms that have swept 
away many political controls 
put in place by former 
President Suharto who quit 
office last May after 32 auto- 
cratic years in power. 

The election is expected to be 
the most open since 1955. 

Sunday’s huge rally was a 
prelude to campaigning for the 
June 7 parliamentary election. 

At the noisy gathering 
Megawati unveiled a new logo 
and relaunched the party, 
which was bitterly divided in 
the final years of the Suharto 
era after she called for greater 
democracy. 

Some Western diplomats say 


Megawati might tty to inter- 
vene in the East Timor peace 
process if she gains big support 
at the poll. 

Megawati is the daughter of 
Sukarno, a fierce nationalist 
who pursued expansionist poli- 
cies during the 1950s and early 
1960s before he was forced 
from power after an abortive 
communist coup. 

She is expected to be a front 
runner for the presidency when 
a special assembly chooses a 
new head of state in November: 
The assembly is also expected 
to decide East Timor’s slants. 

Meanwhile Nobel Peace 
Prize winner Bishop Carlos 
Belo has called for an immedi- 
ate referendum on East 
Timor’s future. He also 
accused rival factional leaders 
of not representing the people's 
wishes, a newspaper reported 
Sunday. 

The Jakarta Post quoted Belo 
as saying leaders, such as him- 
self, jailed pro-independence 


rebel commander Alexandre 
Jose "Xanana" Gustnao and 
others, had made their views 
known to the Indonesian gov- 
ernment, even though they do 
not represent the majority of 
East Timorese. 

“Who says they represent the 
people?" East Timor's Roman 
Catholic bishop was quoted as 
saying. “The most relevant 
rhin o now is rh.nr all Eas t 

w 

Timorese speak up." Indonesia 
has consistently rejected calls 
for a referendum saying thaL it 
would trigger deep divisions 
within East Timorese society 
and could lead to civil war. But 
it has not said how the views of 
East Timor's people can be 
judged without a ballot. 

There have already been 
some deadly clashes between 
rival armed groups. 

Belo. who was the co-winner 
of the 1 996 Nobel Peace Prize, 
called on all factions to settle 
their differences peacefully. 


Buddhists mount peace drive 
in Sri Lanka as fighting kills 16 


COLOMBO (.AFP) — Sri 
.fftika’s influential Buddhist 
clergy has escalated a cam- 
paign to woo waning Tamil 
rebels to peace talks even as 1 6 
guerrillas were killed in fresh 
fighting, officials and political 
sources said Sunday. 

The monks said they had vis- 
ited areas held by the separatist 
Liberatio n Ti gers of Tamil 
Eelam (Lit hi and held dis- 
cussions on resolving the con- 
flict that has claimed over 
55.003 lives since 1972. 

The renewed attempts to 
forge peace came as the 
defence ministry said 1 6 rebels 
had been killed’ in three sepa- 
r^- gun battles since Friday. 

^hc ministry said in a state- 
ment that 15 of the rebels were 
killed Saturday while another 
was shot dead Friday in fresh 
fighting in the north of the 
country where the rebels are 
lighting government forces. 

'a spokesman for the clergy- 
said Sunday that they planned 
a public demonstration here on 
Feb. 26 to urge the authorities 
to open negotiations and end 


the fighting. 

“We feel that the people are 
fed up with this war and they 
are willing to talk peace " said 
Kamburugamuwe Vajira, a 
monk who led the Buddhist 
delegation that was also 
accompanied by Roman 
Catholic clergy'. 

He said they held talks with 
several rebel leaders. 

A pro-government layman 
who accompanied them said 
they impressed on the minority 
Tamils in Tiger-held areas that 
the majority Buddhists were 
not against a peaceful end to 
the conflict 

"They had an image that it 
was the Buddhist clergy’ who 
were opposed to peace," said 
Tlssa Vitaharana. "This visit 
helped to change that image." 

Sections of the country’s 
Buddhist leadership had taken 
a hard line, advocating there 
should be no talks with the 
rebels until they agreed to sur- 
render their arms and end 
fighting. 

That position toughened 
after the January' 1998 bomb- 


ing of the country’s most 
sacred Buddhist shrine, the 
Temple of the Tooth, in the 
central town of Kandy. A day 
after the bombing, t he go vem- 
raent outlawed the LTTE. 

However, delegates on the 
latest peace mission said fee 
Tiger guerrillas were "sorry" 
abour the attack against fee 
holiest Buddhist temple. 

Roman Catholic Bishop 
Malcolm Ranjife said they did 
not discuss political issues dur- 
ing fee visit but hoped the 
exchange would lead to a bet- 
ter understanding and a solu- 
tion to fee conflict. 

The bishop said they hoped 
to meet political leaders here in 
a bid to further fee cause of 
peace. 

The Tamil Tiger guerrillas 
offered peace talks in 
November wife fee involve- 
ment of a third-party mediator 
but fee government has said 
fee attached conditions were 
unacceptable. 

Army chief Srilal 
Weerasooriya said fee Tigers 
were insisting on a troop with- 


drawal to dear fee way for 
talks but fee military was 
against any pullout from areas 
taken from fee Tigers at heavy 
loss of life. 

There had been several 
peace bids in the past 15 years 
but all ended in failure and led 
to more bloodshed. 

The multi-religious National 
Alliance for Peace said it was 
calling a meeting here Tuesday 
to escalate calls for a fresh 
peace initiative to end the 
country’s drawn-out blood- 
shed 

"Now feat fee LTTE leader- 
ship has indicated some readi- 
ness for a dialogue, however, 
limited and conditional this 
may be. a positive response 
from the government support- 
ed by fee opposition is neces- 
sary.” fee alliance said. 

It said the October initiative 
of the country’s trade and com- 
merce chambers to bring about 
a bipartisan approach to end 
the fighting appeared to be 
stalled 


Beijing talks fail to resolve 
abode row with Hong Kong 
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HONG KONG (AFP) — Top- 
level talks in Beijing failed to 
resoiv c a row wife China over a 
Hong Kong court ruling granti- 
ng mainland children fee right 
to live here, sparking renewed 
fear* Sunday for fee indepen- 
dence of fee territory ’s courts. 

Justice Secretary Elsie Leung 
>aid after meeting Chinese offi- 
cials in Beijing feat they 
thought part* ot fee ruling 
crantirie fee right of abode to all 
in iidrcn of Hons Kong resi- 
dents were unconstitutional and 
ti mistake. . 

_ Qeung -did fee Chinese offi- 
cials had questioned fee Hong 


Kong court's interpretation of 
legislation drawn up by China’s 
parliament, fee National 
People’s Congress (NPC). 

“They are very concerned 
and are questioning fee ability 
of the court to interpret fee 
actions of the NPC Standing 
Committee." she said Saturday. 

“They think this is against the 
constitution and the Basic Law 
and that this mistake has to be 
corrected" she added Her 
comments raised new concerns 
here for fee territory’s judiciary 
independence from Beijing, 
which has guaranteed fee for- 
mer British territory 50 years of 


autonomy following fee July 
1997 handover under a "one 
country, two systems” scheme. 

Leung’s statement held 
"extremely negative” implica- 
tions for the judicial indepen- 
dence of Hong Kong, said 
Gladys U, who represents fee 
International Commissions of 
Jurists. 

"If you look at the Basic Law, 
and the Baric Law is promul- 
gated by fee National People's 
Congress, there is no doubt 
whatsoever that the Court of 
Final Appeal has the right to 
interpret fee Basic Law. It is 
required to do so." she said 


referring to the territory's mini- 
constitution. 

Li sad the row over the 
court’s ruling was fee fust seri- 
ous crisis here since the han- 
dover and cautioned both the 
territory's leaders and Beijing 
to consider carefully being tak- 
ing any action. 

Leung fed not indicate 
Saturday how fee Court of 
Final Appeal's ruling would 
corrected saying merely the 
issue had to be studied 

But pro-democratic legislator 
Emily Lau expressed concern 
that Beijing would try to over- 
turn thenfens. 


Indonesia to allow ‘reasonable’ 
transition period for East Timor 


JAKARTA (AFP) — 
Indonesia will allow for a 
"reasonable period of transi- 
tion” if the people of East 
Timor opt for independence, 
a close advisor to President 
BJ. Habibie was quoted as 
saying Sunday. 

“We don't want to be 
accused of being as irre- 
sponsible as Portugal which 
left East Timor in the lurch 
years ago,” the Indonesian 
state Antara news agency 
quoted fee advisor, Dewi 
Fortuna Anwar as saying. 

Anwar, speaking in an 
interview with Antara in the 
Australian capital of 
Canberra, said she had con- 
veyed that message to 
Australian Foreign Minister 
Alexander Downer 

Thursday. 

“Downer seemed rather 
surprised by the Indonesian 
decision and the latest state- 
ment (by Habibie),’’ Anwar 
said referring to Habibie's 
statement last week that he 
would like to see the East 
Timor issue settled by 


January 2,000. 

Canberra, she . said, 
seemed “afraid East Timor 
will be a new burden on 
Australia which is already 
having to assist Papua New 
Guinea,” 

To Indonesia, letting East 
Timor go would be the “bet- 
ter alternative” because 
Jakarta would be relieved of 
a burden. Moreover the cold 
war that had caused East 
Timor to “integrate with 
Indonesia” was now over, 
Antara quoted her as saying. 

However, Anwar did not 
elaborate on how Indonesia 
would or could provide for 
the transition period, nor 
bow long it might be. 

Publication of the Anwar 
interview Sunday coincided 
with comments by 
Australian Prime Minister 
John Howard Sunday in 
which be said immediate 
independence for East 
Timor would impose a 
crushing financial burden on 
Australians. 

He also said it could lead 


to a greater independence 
push in other Indonesian ter- 
ritories such as Irian Jaya, 
saying the government 
would prefer a period of 
autonomy for East Timor 
before it gained full inde- 
pendence. 

“A quickly independent 
Timor would be very vul- 
nerable and very weak, 
there will be a lot of pres- 
sure on Australia to provide 
a lot of help,” he told 
Channel Ten’s Meet The 
Press programme. 

Habibie’s announcement 
last week that he wants 
Indonesia to be rid of East 
Timor by January next year 
has alarmed Howard, who 
fears a return to the civil war 
that preceded Indonesia's 
1975 invasion. 

He said Sunday it was too 
early to get into specifics on 
costs to Australia but 
Australians must be aware 
there would be a cost. 

“We are dealing with a sit- 
uation where if there were 
quick independence for 


Timor then we could well be 
expected by fee bulk of the 
international community to 
carry the bulk of the aid." he 
said. 

“We would be willing to 
play our part but I want the 
Australian people to under- 
stand that it could be quite 
expensive." 

Foreign Minister 

Alexander Downer is to 
hold urgent discussions on 
fee disputed province with 
Habibie in Jakarta on Feb. 
25. 

He is also expected to 
meet prominent East 
Timorese leaders in coming 
weeks, including Nobel lau- 
reate Jose Ramos Horta and 
se pier members of fee 
Fretilin resistance group. 

Indonesian troops invaded 
East Timor in 1975 in the 
vacuum after Portugal with- 
drew from its former colony, 
and declared fee territory its 
27th province a year later in 
a move never recognised by 
the United Nations. 


Indian police step up security 
at Sikhdom’s holiest shrine 


AMRITSAR, India (AFP) — 
Indian police were deployed 
Sunday in and around 
Sikbdom's holiest shrine 
before a controversial move to 
appoint a new spiritual chief, 
officials said. 

Nearly 250 plainclothes 
policemen took up positions 
.inside the sprawling Golden 
Temple complex while many 
others were positioned outside 
the shrine in this northern 
Indian city, fee officials said. 

The security measures were 
taken to prevent possible vio- 
lence during Monday’s sched- 
uled ceremony to appoint 
Puran Singh as the spiritual 
chief of the Sikhs in place of 
fee sacked Ranjit Singh. 

The decision has pitted 
Prakash Singh Badal, fee 


moderate chief minister of the 
Sikh-majority northern state 
of Punjab, against hardlin er 
Gurcharan Singh Tohra and 
other supporters of Ranjit 
Singh. 

Supporters of Badal, whose 
party is a member of India's 
ruling coalition, sacked Ranjit 
Singh — fee former Sikh spir- 
itual and religious head based 
at fee Golden Temple — on 
Feb. 10. 

Badal's aides announced 
Puran Singh would take his 
place Monday despite opposi- 
tion from Tohra, who heads an 
influential Sikh religious par- 
liament. 

Police said thousands of 
Sikhs were expected to wit- 
ness the appointment of Puran 
Singh as fee new “head minis- 


ter” of SIkhdom. 

But Ranjit Singh continues 
to occupy the office of the 
Sikh religious head in the 
Golden Temple. His support- 
ers have said they win boycott 
Monday's ceremony but 
police said some may try to 
disrupt fee proceedings. 

The blazing row between 
chief minister Badal and 
friend-tumed-foe Tohra, the 
two best known Sikh leaders, 
has sparked fears of a revival 
of Sikh militancy in fee state. 

Some 25,000 people were 
killed in a bloody 10-year- 
long Sikh separatist drive for 
an independent theocratic 
homeland called Khalislan, . 
(land of the pure) that , was 
crushed by security forces in 
1993. 


In June J984 troops stormed 
the Golden Temple to flush 
out heavily-armed Sikh mili- 
tants. The operation left some 
600 people, mostly innocent 
pilgrims, dead. 

Rime Minister Indira 
Gandhi, who ordered fee 
attack, was shot dead in 
October feat year by two of 
her Sikh guards to avenge the 
sacrilege, leading to an anti- 
Sikh pogrom in India. 

Tohra has long been known 
as a sympathiser wife Sikh 
militants while Badal opposes 
militancy. 

The Golden Temple — so 
called because its domes are 
gold-plated — is visited by 
thousands of Sikhs every day. 
Many Hindus also worship at 
the shrine. 


ECOMOG denies summary 
executions in Sierra Leone 


FREETOWN (AFP) — The west 
African force deployed in Siena 
Leone has denied carrying out sum- 
mary executions during its fight 
against rebels, as alleged in aUnited 
Nations report 

The ECOMOG face "is not 
engaged in summary executions of 
suspected rebels or rebel collabora- 
tors,” spokesman Lieutenant Chris 
Olukolade said in a radio broadcast 
late Saiurday. 

“We are not aware of this,” 
Olukolade said oftbe allegations of 
summary executions contained in a 
report by UN. human rights moni- 
tors who visited Freetown last 
month after Revolutionary United 
Front rebels stormed the Sierra 
Leonean capital. 

“ECOMOG soldiers are trained 


and are aware of die conventions 
that operate in war and none of us 
have been mandated to execute any- 
one. 

“W: have exercised restraint in 
carrying out our operations even to 
some extent that they amounted to 
serious risks on the fees of ECO- 
MOG soldiers,” he said. 

ECOMOG, which has since 
retaken much of Freetown, works 
under the authority of the Economic 
Community of West African Stares 
and is commanded, funded and 
manned mostly by Nigeria. Its pres- 
ence in Sierra Leone enjoys fee sup- 
port of the UN. Security CounciL 

“We have also dissuaded die pub- 
lic who fee) cheated, harassed and 
had borne the brunt of rebel atroci- 
ties (and) are so enraged feat they 


wanted to engage in mob action 
against any suspected rebeL Having 
gone that for, we would not again 
turn around and start executing peo- 
ple,” continued Olukolade. 

The U.N. report cited reliable wit- 
nesses seeing ECOMOG soldiers 
“summarily executing detainees 
who were allegedly either rebels or 
rebel sympathisers.” 

It said up to 5,000 people had 
been killed and many brutally muti- 
lated since the rebel invasion. 

Foreign correspondents have 
reported similar incidents. 

Olukolade went on to criticise a 
statement made by fee head of fee 
Wald Food Programme (WFP) in 
Abidjan which said the port of 
Freetown was insecure. 

This is a complete falsehood and 


there is no truth in it whatsoever 
‘The port is functioning, vessels 
are coming in. The ECOMOG 
Navy is patrolling the territorial 
waters of Siena Leone to ensure 
safety. In any case there is no threat 
on the seafront,” he said. 

“If the WFP has any support 
items fa the people of Siena 
Leone, it should feel to bring it in. 
There is no hindrance whatsoever 
as claimed,” the official said. 

Olukolade said “cordon and 
search operations” would cootinue 
as an “indefinite exercise." 

“Huge quantities of arms and 
ammunitions of various types haw 
been discovered in addition to hun- 
dreds of suspected rebels and their 
alleged collaborators who are now 
in the security net.” he disclosed. 



A car looking nice enough to eat is on display at the chocolate exhibition which opened its doors for public at 
the Sablon in Brussels Feb. 12 - The chocolate version of a Mercedes A class was created by Brussels' Chocolader 
De BaflJeul (AFP photo) 
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ercy for the Iraqis 


HAD THE Jordan Times published shock- 
ingly graphic photographs of two hospi- 
talised Iraqi children yesterday, to illustrate 
our story, “American Christians wonder 
what price U.N. policy on Iraq?” the most 
stoic among us would certainly have 
winced. Reports about the suffering of the 
Iraqi people, no longer coping but trying to 
survive the eight arduous years of U.N.- 
im posed sanctions, are describing condi- 
tions that have gone from bad to worse. It 
has become a scandal that those in the pro- 
sanctions camp still claim that these puni- 
tive measures, which we all know harm and 
kill the Iraqi people, are meant to force 
Baghdad into complying with the U.N. to 
allow “unfettered” inspection of its weapons 
cache. How much longer do these people 
think they can hoodwink the world? Had 
we published those pictures [and some 
courageous publisher is bound to] there cer- 
tainly would have been an outcry from some 
of our readers. 

If nothing else, health care is a basic 
human right 

The ravages of the cancers afflicting the 
children of Iraq, as evidenced all too 
painfully in the photos made available to us 
by the American Bruderhof Community, 
are akin to a plague. If all the articles, com- 
mentaries, editorials and reports on the 
devastating conditions in Iraq have been 
unsuccessful at budging the U.N. in halting 
these callous and inhuman sanctions, surely 
the medical practitioners of this world have 
some professional ethics left to rise up and 
scream “stop.” There must be other means 
to keep in check Iraq’s ability to produce 
and stockpile weapons of mass-destruction 
without subjecting the Iraqi people to end- 
less suffering and misery. After all, it is the 
same Western countries that now enforce 
the sanctions that in the past helped the 
Iraqi regime to acquire these weapons and 
use them in its war against Iran. Sanctions 
have proven every where they cannot change 
regime. They only bring death to the people. 
The cases of Cuba and North Korea are liv- 
ing examples that sanctions only target the 
people and not their leaders. Again and 
again we will appeal for mercy — again and 
again, until it is granted. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


[ \l Ra'i's Fated Fanek debated what the government might do with the 
| iiiuiRi.il ;i>sistince which appear* to he forthcoming from Arab coun- 
I men and the international comm unit)'. Although many commitments 
i iuive been made, nothing is definite yet, cautioned fanek. The addition- 
al '\’00 million promised by the US- which will be distributed over 
; S^rs. awaits approval from Congress, while S75 million in 
. military equipment and S 150 million in economic support wQI be used . 
fund pntjects. he said, rather than paid as cheques. UAE’s deposit in 
1 . o Kingdoms Central Bank can be withdrawn in the future, and it wfll 
ifiiT alleet the bank's revne of foreign currencies, according to the 
writer Saudi Arabia has promised to study suitable means to support 
Jordan while Japan and the European Union will not spare any effort to 
! h'-'Ip the Kingdom get out of its economic mire. Fanek said. But Jordan 
must deixmd upon itself to solve its problems and cover the deficit in 
. rdcrio avoid frustration if the high expectations are disappointed. If the 
iTomUes are fulfilled, the first $330 million could be used to cover the 
i'jfirif. while the rest should go to fund water projects, develop infra- 
i .tmeuire. pay foreign debts and suppon the Centra! Bank s reserve, sug- 
•;.:sfed Fanek. who added that he is aware of the economic problems of 
'Jtte Gulf stales since the drip in oil prices, but, he said, these countries 
_rn provide markets for Ionian’s exports, investments in its projects and 
'•■’I’ oppi siunities for its human resources. 


ri Oustnur’s Muzen Sake! said it is not strange that the issue of 
: .7il.inun-Palestinian relations and its future was reopened as it is fact 
iupM-ed by reality and history, President Yasser Arafat's recent statement 
n liich rev ived the idea of establishing a Jordanian-Palestinian confeder- 
ation vv.lv tire most public expression of a wide-range of debates, specu- 
lations and questions, which have arisen after recent incidents, Saket 
dnimed. He said he did not want to discuss priorities or formulas, 
Iywiiix: .til panic* agree that the priority is to end the occupation, reclaim 
tile land and estuWiih an independent Palestinian state. But tins priority, 
ilu writer added, must not form an obstacle for Jordanians mil 
Palestinians to build a future that ensures stability, strength and the abil- 
ity to meet challenges. However, Israel's possible delay erf 1 withdrawal 
and the usitablishinrait of a Pi^esdnian state as a teactioa to (his must be 
carefully considered. Saket said. 


The absurdity of the free trade 




UNLESS YOU arc actually involved 
in the many camouflages and fabrica- 
tions of fee trade, it is difficult to 
argue against it Increasingly, one can 
gather strong evidence suggesting that 
the concept of fee trade is another one 
of those fallacies (hat the indi&rial 
north is pushing upon the poor south 
in a tidal wave of greed and inconsis- 
tency. or at least as Paul Krugman, the 
famous international trade economist 
from MIT, noted as early as 1 983, “It 
is hand to reconcile what we see in the 
manufactures trade with the assump- 
tions of standard trade theory.” 

Trade is very important to Jordan 
and poses significant challenges. 
According to the Department of 
Statistics, Jordan’s trade deficit 
(exports less imports) over the first 
eleven months of 1998 was JD 1286.8 
million with exports and imports of 
JD94IL2m and JD2424.9m, respec- 
tively. For the same period in 1997, it 
was JD 1408.4m with exports and 
imports of JD970.9m and 2593.3m, 
respectively. The trade deficit actually 
decreased for the period by JDI21. 6m 
or almost 9%. which in itself is a sig- 
nificant achievement, especially when 
viewed in light of all the fee trade 
agreements that Jordan has signed or 
undertaken to join. 


The world is cluttered with econom- 
ic integration groups promoting free 
trade: ASEAN, CARICOM. 

UDEAG CEPGL. ECOWAS, EFTA, 
EU, LAIA, MERCOSUR, NAFTA, 
and AFTA, just to name a few. Some 
of these economic integration groups 
have entered new forms of trade 
agreements by entering into fee trade 
agreements such as the ones entered 
by the EU with hs Southern 
Mediterranean Countries (SMC). But 
these agreements, as Jagdish 
BhagwatL the famous economist, 
recently noted in The Economist, are 
boideifine preferential trade agree- 
ments. not fee trade agreements. 
Why? According to Bbagwati who 
cites the EU-SMC Agreements and 
NAFTA these agreements have intro- 
duced tiie concept of the product 
nationality and used it to block or 
divert trade instead of creating it An 
example of the absurdity of basing 
discriminatory trade policies on deter- 
minations of the origins of products is 
well illustrated in the actions of a pre- 
vious U.S. trade representative who 
told Japan that cars that were pro- 
duced by transplant factories in the 
U.S. woe Japanese, thus exports of 
such cars to Japan should count 
towards the import targets the UJS. 


sought from Japan; while in the same 
breath be told the EU representative 
that the very same cars should be con- 
sidered American, therefore, not sub- 
ject to the EU quota on Japanese cats! 
Another example of the “See trade" 
fiasco involves large players and 
bananas. 

The sagacious WTO has been going 
bananas Hying to get the two major 
global traders the U.S. and tire EU to 
settle their banana conflict and behave 
in (he true spirit of free trade instead of 
threatening to impose sanctions on 
each other Presently, the EU favours 
imports from the Caribbean. African 
and Pacific countries while unfairly 
discriminating against Latin American 
bananas distributed by American 
companies. In retaliation, the U.S. has 
already produced a list of 17 target 
industries that will be subject to penal 
tariffs that are equivalent to double the 
normal tariffs. The threatened indus- 
tries range from plastics to wallets and 
bed linen — heavy lies the head of the 
trade busters and woe to those in the 
banana firing line. 

The U.S. itself is not guilt flee it 
seems. Japan wants to take its steed 
dispute with the U.S. to the WTO. 
Wheeling Pittsburgh, a US. steel 
company, filed a lawsuit against the 
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Japanese steel companies Itochu. 
Marubeni and Mitsui, under the 1916 
UJS. Anti-dum p in g Act, a law which 
the Japanese companies claim is in 
breach of the WTO national treatment 
and antidumping rales. The Japanese 
companies may win, in the interim 
though, they stand (close several hun- 
dred million dollars. 

What happened to flee trade? It 
never existed and never will. Maybe 
the great yet sometimes fallible, 
Adam Smith made a mistake when he 
advocated the concept or it could be 
that be was misunderstood for hun- 
dreds of years? In his magnum opus. 
The Wealth of Nations, first published 


in 1776, he said "Iaisser ftire. faissez 
Lser f that is. "let them »«*. let 
jta„ pass." Unfortunately, the latter 
pan of be statement has IM»» 
many people let them trade feely: 
rtW Adam Smith was advocating 
tree 'trade. But .Alfred .Marshall (.The 
Principles of Economics. 1- IU page 
507) in explaining Smiths words, 
said: “that is. to let every one make 
whatever he chose, and take his labour 
and send his goods to w hatever mar- 
ket he liked" Therefore. Smith — me 
father of modem economics (who 
died a bachelor, consequently eco- 
nomics was bom out of wedlock) 
meant also the free flow of labour, 
which is extremely important for 0; 
achieving a truly free trade system and 
globalisation. Alas, the preferential 
trade practices ot nowadays include 
clauses that underscore restricting the 
flow of labour from the poor to the 
rich countries, hence destroying 
Smith’s noble concept of free trade. 
Why? Maybe the answer can be 
found in a' statement made by Max 
Frisch, the Swiss author, commenting 
about the dilemma that Switzerland 
thought it faced when guest workers 
made up one thitd ol the labour force 
in the 1970s. “We asked for workers, 
but human beings came." 
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Not a broken people — in memory of King Hussein 


By DialaAl Jaberi 


HOW CAN one mourn a Monarch and a 
man such as His Majesty King Hussein? 
What mark has he left on each of us per- 
sonally above and beyond that indelible 
mark he left in the malting of this 
Hashemite Kingdom? When he came 
home to say goodbye during the last 'Eid 
it rained heavily for the first time this win- 
ter and kept raining throughout the cruelly 
abortive week he was able to remain here. 
The people who loved him had ran by his 
car as he, seeing so many waiting in the 
pouring rain, could not but stand up to 
greet them through the sunroof of the 
cream vintage Mercedes. Unbeknown to 
them it was among the final days of the 
continuing love story between the 
Monarch and his people. 

Days later, when be came home to die 
in the country be loved, among the family 
and subjects who loved him, the heavens 
opened again. This time people gathered 
heartbroken outside the A1 Hussein 
Medical City, crying helplessly for their 
Monarch — the man they saw as their 
father figure and protector — who could 
never respond to them again. Less than 
twenty days after be returned, waving to 
us during the 'Eid, King Hussein's brave 
and gallant heart finally failed him. It will 


remain an unforgettably black day, when a 
leaden and foreboding sky wrapped itself 
into an impenetrably dank and spectral 
mist around Amman as people throughout 
the Kingdom learnt that Al Hussein was 
gone. 

Certain images will remain engraved 
on our consciousness until the day we die: 

1. Like mourning doves in their white 
headscarves. the Queen and Hashemite 
Princesses clustered around the doorway 
of Bab Al Sal am in their Iasi farewell to 
husband, brother, father and patriarch. 

2. The foneral procession retracing the 
same triumphant route be had taken on the 
final trip home. 

3. In the face of our desolation, so many 
people running after the coffin as if u> 
wrench him back from death, just as they 
— indeed afl of us — had run to keep up 
with him in his lifetime. 

4. The most amazing cornucopia of for- 
eign and Jordanian dignitaries merged 
together ia.ftejsjake 0 f the cortege .up 
though the . graceful wintry grounds of 
Ra^iadan r J^goe. Kings and gige^, 
Sheikhs. emus, presidents and bedouin 
guards formed a throng of mourners, 
indistinguishable in the crowd save for 
their variegated head-dresses, following- 
the late King's favourite white charger. 
Amr, now forever riderless. In confronting 


death, all were as one. 

5. The unforgettable icon. Madonna- 
like in form, of the mourning Queen and 
grief-stricken Princess Basraa holding on 
to each other as, unseen, they watched 
the burial from a distance in accordance 
with Islamic tradition. 

Ragbadan Palace has been the setting 
for so many Royal summer weddings and 
christenings on happier days also shared 
in by both Jordanian and foreign guests, 
overlooking the heart of the Hashemite 
capital of the seven biffs. The myriad del- 
egations from East and West, eternal 
friends and former foes of King Hussein, 
represented only a fraction of the people 
he has lone bed despite their disparities. 
Multitudes that could not attend were 
there in spirit. 

As the mortal re mains of our late Kang 
were lowered into the ground by his sons, 
fighter jess Gew overhead in formation as 
they had — from border to bonier all the 
'wa^fem die UJS. to Jordan — around the 
-.plane fie last piloted borne on January 19, 
l ^T jris.time, the. centre between diem 
was unclo&i That was where Eng 
Hussein — who so enjoyed flying — 
would have been. Now be had taken his 
final flight away from us unshackled by 
his worldly shell; King Hussein always 
preceded us, lighting our way, soaring 


beyond the immediately perceptible with 
all the courage that he mastered until the 
end. This had been a very different home- 
coming to that jubilant and sunny day he 
came back to us victorious — after win- 
ning his first bout with cancer — more 

than six years ago. 

In this faithless age King Hussein was a 
man who inspired faith and deserved our 
trusL He had a humanity and benevolence 
that was not restricted by national bound- 
aries or race. He could reach out to foe as 
well as friend within a far greater vision of 
humanity than most men are ever capable 
of His Majesty King Hussein, above all 
else, was a giver. Tbe time has come for us 
to pay him back for his love by safeguard- 
ing what be built — against all odds — 
over the near half century of his reign . We 
must protect his life’s work, this country in 
which he provided stability, growth and 
hope for all Jordanians, of whatever 
descent, and sanctuary for so many other 
Arabs. 

We are going to miss him as no other 
Monarch has ever been missed, as both a 
leader and a father. King Hussein's loss is 
like a bullet to our collective souk but cur 
love for Mm must enable us to bufld upon 
his legacy within the continuity be fore- 
saw fra us mtte form of his sons and other 
members of tbe family. Our heart goes out 


to them all. We must remain, as he wanted^ 1 
us, a cohesive community and “not a bro- 
ken people" (from the final interview. 
CNN. January 20. I<W>. 

One of King Hussein’s greatest 
strengths throughout his reign was his 
ability to start afresh, again and again, 
always turning the most impossible situa- 
tions into achievements. He would have 
wanted us to do so now. at this turning 
point in Jordan's history, supported by all 
that he has already built over the half cen- 
tury in which he carried our fates in his 
hands. To his sons. King Abdullah, who 
has assumed such weighty responsibilities 
on such a tragic occasion, and Prince 
Hamzah, the Crown Prince, may God 
bless and guide your paths and protect you 
as he protected your much-loved father, 
our late King Hussein Bin TalaL We know- ( 1 
King Abdullah has his father's great heart. 
One day after their father s funeral. King 
Abdullah joined Prince Ali and Princess 
Haya. as their father would have done, at 
their mother’s grave in memory of Queen 
Alias death some twenty-two years ago 
on that day. It is our hope that the future 
will hold many more joyfal associations 
for diem all. 
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Obituary: Dame Iris Murdoch 
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By Paul Levy 


DUS MURDOCH was a national institution. 
Her name has entered the language in adjec- 
tival form, as have those of Proust Kafka and 
Pinter — race you embark upon reading a 
Murdoch novel you are caught up in a whole 
world, a world whose chief characteristic is 
hordes of characters, each of whom seems to 
be in love with more than one of tbe others, 
and to do improbable things that seem star- 
tlingly apposite. ^ There arc dark aspects to the 
Mindochian universe: adultery-, incest erotic 
follies, betrayal, deception, religious anguish, 
guilt and even murder, are part of her stories, 
but these are lempered by a strain of meta- 
physical speculation and ethical concerns — 
she was a trained philosopher. 

Murdoch also portrayed characters who 
were happy, even in a slate of bliss (this is 
particularly true of the animals who populate 
her tales — they hove personalities, loo. and 
are always blessed with sumy dispositions). 
Above all, she was a consummate sKvy- 
leDer, prodigiously inventive and generous, 
in the realist tradition of Dickens, Jane 
Austen, George Biot, Henry James, Tolstoy 
and Dostoyevsky, in whose company she 
would have liked to have found herself. 

Tbe Sea. the Sea (1978) is a reasonably 
typical Murdochkm story. Its protagonist, the 
well-known theatre director Charles 
Arrow by. is not an evil man — simply com- 
pletely self-centred. The plot i£ one of obses- 
sion, and borrows from The Tempest the 
(heme of the use and surrender of magical 
power. Charles, a bachelor aged more than 
60, has retired to a lonely seaside house, “to 
repent of a life of egoisni" and lead a simple, 
soliiary life. He cooks horrifyingly disgusting 
meals for himself (the menus were suggested 
by Murdoch’s husband. John Bayley. who 
would shock people by pretending to find the 
food perfectly nice), and soon discovers that 
the house Is haunted. 

The tale ranlcs rigbt akHtg, with scmeihing 
odd emerging from the sea, women making 
unwelcome reappearances in his life, kidnap- 
ping and violem death. The tragKoraic world 
is further populated by Charies’ male helpera, 
who include an old rivaL his cousin James, a 
soldier turned Buddhist. The atmosphere of 
the novel is intense, the story gripping — it is 
a real page-turner, though it’s an intdkctual- 
ly demanding book about fagheoess and 
violence. 

Murdoch was torn in Dublin, presumably 
because her mother, nee Irene Richardson 
(She and her sister later added ifae name 
Cooper) had returned than because she had 
some female relations there, including her 
sister, to help with the birth. Some sources 


say that her mote and father, Hughes 
Murdoch, moved to London when bis W3S 
coe year old, and others say she was nine. In 
fact her biographer Peter Conrad] has dis- 
covered that her father had a London address 
in 1914. As a civil servant in Ireland he was 
given the choice of scrying on in Dublin or 
being posted to Belfast or London — he 
thought it prudent to go to England- Iris 
Murdoch always felt passionately Irish, but 
she also fell that it was possible at fee same 
time lo be British. She was not only of Ulster 
Presbyterian stock, but bad some ancestors 
(hat were Plymouth Brethren and Quaker. 

She fad a particularly happy childhood 
which she attributed to being an only child 
Her mete had a fine voice, and considered 
training as a singer, but marriage put paid to 
that ambition. Murdoch loved to sing herself, 
and after a good lunch, often did She had a 
high, reedy version of what she called her 
mother's “shebeen soprano." Murdoch was 
educated at the Froebd Educational Institute 
in London, and her boarding school was the 
progresave. high-minded Badminton 
School, Bristol. It was there that she acquired 
her facility with, and love of languages, that 
led her lo list “teaming languages" as her 
recreation in Who's Who. 

In 1938 she went up to Somerville 
College, Oxford where she read Greats, was 
introduced to philosophy and got a First. She 
went up at the same lime 3S the philosopher 
Mary NGdgley, and in 1939 was joined at 

Somerville by another philosopher, Philippa 
Foot, with whom she lived during World War 
IL Roy Jenkins and Kingsley Amis were 
cot temporaries, and remained lifelong 
friends. From 1938 to 1942 she was one of 
30 open membere of the Communist Party al 
(Mod, Sometimes she said she'd been a 
Communist since she was 13. 

Just over a week after her examinations in 
1942, she was conscripted as an assistant 
principal at (he Treasury. She was bock in 
London for (he second stage of the Blitz, and 
stayed at the Treasury until June 1944. when 
she jfeined the United Nations Rjefatbiliianon 
and Relief Association (UNRRAi. Murdoch 
spent the first 15 months wife UNRRA in 
London, and left for Brussels in early 
September 1945, when, almost at once, she 
met Jean-PauJ Sartre and Chico Marx. 

Following tee months in Belgium, she 
waked in four different camps in Austria, as 
an administrator. Dr Jancar, a Slovene who 
was one of the 30.000 who fled Yugoslavia, 
told Peter Conradi that Murdoch was impa- 
tient with red tape and so unhappy about the 
conditions of the inmates of the camps, who 
had to subsist on near-starvation rations, that 
-once she toed: the keys and illicitly opened 


the raffway carriages containing the potato 
cargo. On that occasion, Jancar remembered, 
he found some sweets in his pocket, placed 
there by Murdoch fix him to give to his wife. 
Her work with displaced people in the camps 
meant finding them blankets and food and 
sometimes new papers and even a new 
nationality. 

She returned in June 1946. having spent 
two years with UNRRA. and applied for a 
Commonwealth Fellowship to the United 
Slates. An inveterate truth- teller, she ticked 
tie “yes” box beside the question “have you 
ever been a member of the Communist 
ftny?' The result, which annoyed her fra- the 
rest of her life, was that she was refused a 


In 1947 she was awarded tbe Sarah 
Smithson studentship in philosophy at 
Newnfam Cambridge. There she met 
Wittgenstein, and, though she did not fall 
under his spell in the usual way of (he post- 
graduate students who came into contact 
with him, she remarked the ‘‘shocking imme- 
diacy" of his presence. Then in 1948 she got 
a fellowship al Sl Anne’s College, Oxford, 
where she taught philosophy until 1963. 

She had fallen in love with Frank 
Thompson, the older brother of the historian 
E P. Thompson, and it was assumed they 
would marry. Bui Thompson fought with the 
partisans in Macedonia and joined them in 
their march to Sofia, and be was captured and 
executed by the Naas. Her nexi romanoe 
was with Franz Steiner, a Czech Jewish 
refugee who was a poet and anthropologist. 
He had lost both his parents in the death 
camps, and bad a heart attack in 1949, from 
which he never recovered. Cbnradi finds ele- 
ments of him in Peter Saward in The Flight 
from the Enchanter, which though it was 
published in 1956. was actually written 
before her first published novel Under the 
Net (1954). Her social circle included many 
refugees, including Elias Canetti. Of die 
three weB-known Hungarians, she disliked 
Arthur Koestier, while she was fond of 
Thomas Balogh and Nicholas Kakfar. 

Though Murdoch became a philosopher, 
she had thought seriously about becoming an 
art historian — she made an intense study of 
Renaissance pictures, and all her life she 
lookdfapictunsmaw^rareamongiKJD- 
specialists. It is not welWmown, Kit she hs- 
self had painted at school and during the war. 
So it was not so odd that on leaving Sl 
A nne's she went from 1963 to the Royal 
College of Art where she was invited tty 
Christopher Comfort! to teach die general 
studies course. One often meets artists lucky 
enough to have been taught by her. such as 
the successful painter BQI Jacklin. At fee 


Royal College, Murdoch was fee contempo- 
rary of Janie Ironside and Humphrey 
Spender. In 1967 rite left, and went on to 
write 27 novels, some plays, poems and 
philosophical treatises. 

In the spring of 1953 she met John Bayley, 
then a very junior instructor in English atSL 
Antony's College. Oxford. She was in the 
midst of much emotional turmoil and. as ‘Jje 
later said to the novelist A S. Byatt in a 
moment of retrospection, “Why should 1 be 
cheated of happiness?” She wasn't. In 
August 1956 they began whai became a leg- 
endarily happy marriage. They were the sub- 
ject of endless anecdotes — from John gos- 
siping to one luiKrii guest while Iris explained 
Sartre to another, to the weekend host who, 
taking a tea tray to their bedroom, found Iris 
learning German irregular verbs while John 
flipped through foe pages of a downmarket 
women's magazine. Or John would tell a 
confidant, “I don’t like cats, but Iris docs;" 
while the same person would receive a con- 
fidence from Iris feat she didn't like cats, tut 
John (fid. Iris was not much of a cook, feouah 
she was proud of her stifedo, a Greek dish of 
beef, olives, tomatoes., wine and vinegar. 

The Bayleys were enormous fan to be 
with, together and separately, and were much 
loved by friends such as bad David Cecil 
Christopher and Baillie Tolkien and Andrew 
(AN.) Wilson. For many years they lived in 
a large, undisciplined house aL Steeple Aston, 
with stack; of books in unlikely places and a 
sink full of washing up. In later years iris' 

appearance got more and more 'eccentric 
She often wore one particularly beautiful 
item of clothing, such as a scarf, and walked 
abo ut in p limsolls, which eased fee pain of 
her arthritis. She was thus shod in 1987 when 
she went to Buckingham Palace to be invest- 
ed DBE 

Peter Conradi tells how he learned in voga 
Classes how to stand on his head. One dav fe 
1984. having lunch in Dino’s, he offered to 
show her on the spot. She tensed up a little 
and Conradi desisted, but the episode was 
moated into The Good Apprentice pub- 
lished the next year. Her novels were never 
romans & clef, fait there are recognisable nor- 
traits of peopfe she knew, espiiaffy fafo, 
Mriy novels. Bui when friends thought foev 
had been drawn op for a character I one 0 f 
Mr novels, she said ot a radio programme 
was generally vanity." 

Mu^ ™ a vast number of prize. 


allow so much as a comma lo be changed in 
her hand-written manuscripts. .After she took 
on Ed Victor as her literary agent, her royal- 
ties became considerable — it h3s been said j 
fora she gave most of them away. 4 

Despite her obvious gwdness. Murdoch 
was modes and self-effacing. John Russell 
tells the stray of someone asking her if it was 
true feat a biography of her was being writ- 
ten: “Yes, it was. she said much to ter sur- 
prise; that she might be fee subject of an 
almost universal curiosity had never occurred 
to ter. 'I don’t read biographies, tut appar- 
ently people buy them." Bur me? What is 
there to say about me?'" She was, however, 
despite for idiosyncratic appearance, enor- 
mously attractive. She had the ability to fix 
her gaze upon you wife complete concentra- 
tion. in fee way a child does. It suited her 
imwciridlirtss that she was interested in 
Buddhism, and hoped mankind might one 
day evolve a iron-supernatural religion 
In ter last years she suffered frafiJL 
Aizteimers disease, and was tenderly • 
nursed ai home in their very undonnish 
North Oxford house by John Bayley. until, 
three weeks ago. it became impossible to 
care for her single-handedly, and she went 
into the Vale, a nursing home that specialises 
in Aizteimers patients. She was able to 
serialise, after a fashion, almost up to the 
ena As John Bayley says fa his recertify pub- 
loving memoir. Iris, she became like a 
mud. mostly docile and vety affectionate. 

^ notjL ' ecI something was wrong 
awut 1995. about the time of fee publication 
^wnast novel, fackson\ Dilemma. I asked 
her [ten if she had. as was ter habit beaun to 

imnkaluuiterbooLStes^ 

twrc will be another one." Her friends knew 
she was having memory difficulties, bat I 
wus suipnsed foal she was so final abouti* 
and I asked wfaa she would do wife her tid^ 

Kjad, .she .said, "and sing." 

John Bayley had the help of some devoted 
especially peter Conradi and Jim 
. I. Iris ^ John often went to fedreot- 
t^ in Wales, even late on in her disease. To 
™ end. Ins retained her bright smile, gretf- 
10 ^cognise those who 
ST. r ^ lng re htsed food and drink, *e 
«mply laded, peacefully, wife John at her 
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I WOULD like lo send my condolences to the Royal Fam- 
ily and also to the people of Jordan. 1 was so saddened to 
'tear about the death of His Majesty. He was a great man 
(•Aid people from all walks of life loved him. 

Sharon AJzaben 
Memphis, Tennessee 
US. 


THE AR.AS and Muslim Community in Hawaii would 
hke to wonves our deepest condolences to the Hashemite 

u d *V he 01 Jordan on loss of a Great 
My J Ssl > kin? Hussein Ben Talal. May God 
Bless His Soul. J 

We also wish His Majesty King Abdullah II a long life 
full of accomplishments for the well-being of his people. 

^ Dr. Yusuf N. Tamimi 

Professor Emeritus 
University of Hawaii 
Hawaii 


WE ^ OULD like to extend our condolences to the Roval 
Family and the the people of Jordan, on the loss of His 
Majesty King Hussein, may you rest in peace Your 
Majesty, and God bless you. " 

Haroun & Abdislam Hilalat 
Spring Valley, NY 
U.S. 


WJTH GREAT sorrow and sadness I extend my deepest 
and sincere condolences to His Majesty King Abdullah 
and the Royal Family oa the loss of His Majesty King 
Hussein, may he rest in peace. He was a truly great, coura- 

f otis and compassionate man. My best wishes to His 
ajesry King Abdullah in his new endeavour. 

S nhfl Kan d ah 
California 
U.S. 


I SEND my deepest sympathy to you and your kinsmen 
for the loss of your beloved leader and King. May his suc- 
cessor live up to and exceed his grandeur and may God 
give you ail patience to live through a uying transition. 

Ghida AlJuburi 
Germany 


IT IS with great sorrow and regretthat we mourn the pass- 
ing of His Majesty King Hussein. The grief we have felt 
during the past few days is overwhelming. 

His Majesty was an Inspiration to all of us and has left 
us a legacy that we will live our lives trying to live up to 
that legacy... 

We extend our deepest sympathies lo the Royal 
Hashemite Family and to the large and united Jordanian 
family. 

We belong to God and to Him we shall return. 


Dr. Manor A1 Farra and family 
Amman 




AS A Jordanian bom abroad, my family and I want to 
nd die most deepest condolences io His Majesty King 
Abdullah Ben Hussein for the loss of his father His 
Majesty King Hussein. And for Her Majesty Queen Noor 
and all 'the Royal family, we are very sad, as are all of our 
Jordanian family. 

God bless the King Abdullah and Jordan. 

Nedal Abu Fannas and family 
Puerto Rico 


WE ARE writing to you to explain the deep sorrow' w f e 
feel for the passing away of a father, a great leader, and 
most importantly the person we looked up to for guid- 
ance. It never occurred to us chat such a person could pass 
flfcuy. we always took for granted the fact of King Hus- 
sein : s presence. Now especially after we saw the most 
touching funeral service, all we can say is that we will 
Iways bc King Hussein's men and his memory is 
.uuraved on our souls until the end of time. Also King 
Abdullah is an assurance that the legacy w'ill never fade 
away ' 

Rest in peace Your Majesty. 

Qussay Asad. Zaid Mufleh 
Mohammed Batayneh, Ammar Sweis 
Washington, DC 
U.S. 


THE ARAB Student'' Union ot the United Slates send our 
deepest condolences on the passing of the great helmsman 
of the Arab I minah. His Majesty King Hussein iR adal- 
lahi. Our urbanisation, which comprises members from 
Ah Arab count r\ have always looked towards His 
Majcxtv as a source of inspiration and a bond that holds 

the people of Jordan together. 

Lung live King Abdullah - may the Almighty guide 

him and the great Arab people. 

Saif Al Vazcn. Executive Director - A.S.U. 

Uik)< 


ON B c H \l F i’l niv mends. Maud 0 Keeffe and Ben 
Barber? and i »ould like W send our sincere con- 

doien.e. io ite people of Jordan and. ,n particular, io the 
iamilv of Hi. Muje-'N 'be laie King Hussein. We hope 
that you may all find peace al ih.s tune of sadness. 

— Jackie Shanahan 

™ England 
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I WOULD like to extend my condolences to HM King 
Abdullah. HM Queen Noor, Crown Prince Hamzah, the 
entire Royal Hashemite Family, and all Jordanians. As I am 
only 15,1 have not known much of King Hussein, but from 
what I do know and have learnt, he was a great and kind 
man of peace. 

According to my grandfather, who like many, chatted 
with him on the radio, he was very friendly, as they con- 
versed occasionally. I am deeply saddened by his death as 
many others around the world are. He- and the people of 
Jordan are in my prayers. 

Brandon Andrew 
Southold, NY 
VS. 


I WANT to express ray condolences to King Hussein’s 
family and all people of Jordan. 

On fonner U.S. President Richard Nixon's grave stone is 
written “Hie highest tide that can be bestowed on a person 
is peacemaker.” 

King Hussein was very much a peacemaker, and he will 
always be held in high honour in my heart. My his son con- 
tinue his father's legacy. 

! hope all of our countries may find peace and harmony 
in the future. Nothing would please King Hussein more 
and nothing could give this American greater pleasure. 

Cliff Cernek 
Cresskill, NJ 
U.S. 


ON BEHALF of the members of the Fondazione Labora- 
tory Mediterraneo and of the Academy of the Mediter- 
ranean I wish to express my condolence and deepest sense 
of regret at the sad demise of the beloved King Hussein. 

The Academy of the Mediterranean, in awarding him 
with the Mediterranean Prize for Culture and Peace — the 
nomination of which took place in Naples on January 5, 
1999 with a solemn ceremony and a concert dedicated to 
King Hussein — intended to recognise his essential role as 
an “architect of peace” in the world. 

Allow me, for the moment, to express the deepest feel- 
ings of esteem. 

Michele Capasso 
President 

Fondazione Laboratory Mediterraneo 


WITH GREAT sorrow and anguish I learnt of the passing 
of His Majesty King Hussein. May God rest his soul. 

God bless Jordan, and the new King. 

Dr. Yazan Rawashdeh 
Denmark 


WE OFFER our most sincere condolences to Jordan and 
the people of Jordan on their tragic loss, especially to His 
Majesty King Abdullah, may God grant him his father’s 
strength and wisdom. 

Mina Khoury 
U.S. 


IN THIS moment of ultimate sadness, please accept our 
deepest regrets and most sincere condolences, for the loss 
of His Majesty King Hussein. 

Patrick A. Grimaud 
General Manager 
ENVECOS 
D enmar k 


ON BEHALF of Sukleen and all the Sukkar Engineering 
Group Companies. I extend ray sincere and heartfelt con- 
dolences on the passing away of His Majesty King Hus- 
sein. Our hearts and our thoughts are with the people of the 
Kingdom of Jordan whose grief we share and great loss we 
mourn. May he rest in peace. 

Hassan Hammoud 
SEG 
Lebanon 


ON BEHALF of citizens of the City of Nalchik let me 
express sincere condolences to His Majesty King Abdullah 
Ben Al Hussein, the Royal family and the Jordanian nation 
on the death of a great leader, politician and man of the 
twentieth century. His Majesty King Hussein Ben Talal, 
wbo did his utmost to serve peace in the region for the 
progress and prosperity of the Jordanian people. 

I hope and wish His Majesty King Abdullah Ben Al Hus- 
sein to follow the steps of his great father in maintaining 
peace in the world and further prosperity of the Kingdom. 

M. Shogenov 
Mayor of the dty of Nalchik 


NEVER BEFORE have I felt so close to a leader I hardly 
knew. Last year, I visited Jordan for the first time when my 
school took part in a sports tournament in Amman. I was 
immediately struck by the Jordanian people’s love and 
pride for their leader, the late King Hussein. Before this, I 
was never interested in politics and in political figures, as I 
had given up all hope for peace in this area and in the 
world. I decided upon my return to Kuwait to learn more 
about this King who had earned such love and respect from 
his people and the world. 

The more I learned about the late King, the more 1 was 
inspired not only by his ability to balance his relations 
between the Western leaders and the Middle East, but also 
by his warm yet firm personality. 

He was indeed an advocate of peace. What moved me the 
most, however, was how open-minded and fatherly he was. 
J drew much inspiration from him, and T would like to offer 
my sincerest condolences to the Jordanian Royal family 
and all the people of Jordan. He was a figure that everyone 
could relate to, and his passing away has left a gap in the 
lives of the Jordanians, the Arab nations, and the world. 
Your Majesty King Abdullah, your father was a man to be 
proud of, and whatever happens is God's will. I wish you 
and the rest of the Royal family the best of luck in the 
future, and again, I offer my deepest sympathy and support. 

Alia Tayea 

The American International School of Kuwait 

Kuwait 


PLEASE ACCEPT our deepest condolences on your coun- 
try’s terrible loss. Not only the Kingdom of Jordan, but the 
entire world has lost a leader and a friend. 

Jerrel Branson 
President and CEO 
Ecogas 
U.S. 


PLEASE ACCEPT ray heartfelt condolences for the loss 
of your beloved King Hussein. His wisdom is his legacy 
to the world. 

Anne Copeland 
Tampa, Florida 
U.S 



WITH GREAT sorrow and sadness, grief and disbelief, 
send my deepest condolences to the Royal family and to 
all Jordanians for the great loss of the great leader, our 
King. King Hussein. May he be in peace. 

Lorette Zaidan 
California 
U.S. 


MY FAMILY and I would like to convey our deepest con- 
dolences to the entire Royal Family and our beloved Jor- 
danian people for the loss of our great leader. King Hus- 
sein Ben Talal. 

In my old days, I bad the honour of being one of His 
Majesty’s Royal security officers. My memories of him 
are memories of pride and dignity, the memories of a 
courageous leader and passionate advocate of simplicity 
and human principles. 

“Abu Abdullah” will never die, he is in our hearts and 
our souls. His wide open, honest smile of love, care and 
peace will stay before our eyes and imaginations forever. 

May God bless ‘"Abu Abdullah” and guide his son 
King Abdullah and give him the strength and the energy 
to serve the interests of our great Jordanian people. 

Kama] A. Shurdom & Family 
Houston, Texas 
U.S. 


ON BEHALF of the Wasbah family in the United States, 
we would like to express our heartfelt condolences over 
the loss of the greatest man this century. We wish his son. 
His Majesty King Abdullah, continued good health and 
happiness, and the Jordanian people further progress and 
prosperity under King Abdullah's leadership. 

Faraj Washah and sons 
U.S. 


TO ALL members of the Royal family, to all members of 
my Jordanian family and to everyone across the globe 
who mourns the loss of His Majesty King Hussein, I offer 
my deepest condolences and heartfelt sympathies. No 
amount of words, no matter how eloquent, can begin to 
describe His Majesty's greatness. You, my King, were 
heaven sent not only to Jordan and Jordanians but to the 
entire world. You have been and will continue to be, 
despite your passing, Jordan's most prized asset. You are 
immortal through your past deeds and will continue to 
live life through your own children and your Jordanian 
children. As a Jordanian American I pray to God to pre- 
serve, guide and enrich with wisdom our new King, King 
Abdullah. May the Lord protect your every step. 


Omar Jamal Fakhou 


BZ 


I WOULD like to send my heartfelt condolences to the 
Royal family and the people of Jordan on the loss of His 
Majesty King Hussein, may he rest in peace. He was a 
truly great, compassionate and courageous man. The 
woiid will be a much poorer place without him. 

I share in your sadness and grief. May Allah bless you. 

Pamela H du Boulay 
Beguildy, Knighton, Powys 
U.K. 


MY HEART and prayers go out to Queen Noor and the 
family of the late King Hussein. The world has suffered a 
great loss. 

I know that King Abdullah will be a living tribute and 
testament to the great ruler his father was. His success is 
assured. 

Melissa Goodwin 
ML Dora, Florida 
VS. 


IN MY name and on behalf of Jordanian doctors in Roma- 
nia, I would like to express our heartfelt condolences and 
our deepest sympathy on the passing of our beloved King, 
great father, world leader. His Majesty King Hussein Ben 
Talal to the Royal Hashemite Family. His Majesty will 
always remain in our hearts. 

We wish King Abdullah Ben Al Hussein good health 
and happiness and our Jordanian people prosperity, 
democracy and progress under i}is leadership. 

Dr. Mahmoud Suleiman Zureigat 
Zoreigat Medical Co. Ltd. 

16, Ereraia Grigorescu Street 
Craiova 1100 
Romania 


Hungarian delegation 

AS THE list of participating leaders, from Reuters, pub- 
lished in the Jordan Times recently, does not include the 
Hungarian delegation, we do hope, that Hungary’s atten- 
dance could be recognised in the coming issue of the Jor- 
dan Times in a brief notice. 

The delegation of the Republic of Hungary': 

1. HE Peter Harracb, Minister of Social Affairs; 

2. HE Ambassador MihSJy Bayer, Director General. Min- 
istry of Foreign Affairs; 

3. HE Zolrin PereszlSnyi, Ambassador of the Republic of 
Hungary; 

4. HE Attila Szdnt6, Charge’d Affaires, Embassy of the 
Republic of Hungary, Amman. 

Embassy of the Republic of Hungary 

Amman 
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Asian and European officials 
reiterate resolve for liberalisation 


SINGAPORE (AFP) — 
Senior officials from member 
countries of the Asia-Europe 
meeting: have reiterated their 
resolve to keep the two 
region's markets open despite 
renewed protectionist pressure. 

The three-day conference of 
some 150 trade and investment 
officials here — the first to be 
held after the second AS EM 
summit held in London in 
April 199S — ended Saturday, 
noting significant progress in 
plans for wide-ranging pro- 
grammes for economic coop- 
eration. officials said. 

But in a statement they 
expressed concern over “the 
rise of protectionist pressure in 
the wake of the- financial cri- 
sis." 

The crisis, which began in 
Asia in mid- 1 997. has spread 
throughout other emerging 
markets, threatening to bring 
down the economic growth 
rates of Europe and the United 
States, which are large markets 
for the struggling economies. 

There haw been repeated 
warnings against insulating ail- 
ing industries from further lib- 
eralisation, a move that ana- 


lysts say would have severe 
repercussions for countries try- 
ing to export their way out of 
the crisis. 

“They stressed the impor- 
tance of continued implemen- 
tation of tire trade and invest- 
ment pledge made at ASEM 
(summit in London; which 
will contribute to maintaining a 
free and open trading environ- 
ment" said Fmian Ton, deputy 
secretary of Singapore's min- 
istry of trade and industry and 
cochairman of the meeting. 

The officials said chat pursu- 
ing liberalisation plans would 
“allow for the quick recovery 
of affected economies and to 
prevent the crisis from deepen- 
ing and spreading," Tan said 

Kanin Kittisatapom. a direc- 
tor-general at Thailand's min- 
istry of commerce and also a 
co-chair said, however, that 
“there is no rising protection- 
ism in Asia." 

A testimony to this was the 
December summit of the Asso- 
ciation of South East Asian 
Nations ( ASEAN) where lead- 
ers showed that the nine-mem- 
ber grouping “does not look 
back on its commitment to 


trade and investment," he said 

"After measures that have 
been done by the (Asian) coun- 
tries, there are signs of stability 
and positive signs of recov- 
ery,” said Karan, referring to a 
raft of reforms mandated by 
the International Monetary 
Fund which has extended huge 
aid packages to countries such 
as Indonesia. Thailand and 
South Korea. 

ASEM comprises 25 coun- 
tries — 10 from Asia including 
seven from ASEAN, and 15 
from the European Union — 
plus the European Commis- 
sion. “We are just warning 
each other among the 25 gov- 
ernments and the (European) 
Commission: Don't succumb 
to that (protectionist) pres- 
sure," Kanm said. 

The officials' meeting here 
updated a programme to facili- 
tate trade through lower tariffs 
and other non-tariff measures 
in areas such as customs proce- 
dures. testing standards and 
intellectual property rights. 

Asian officials also urged 
their counterparts to continue 
pursuing high-level business 
missions from Europe to Asia. 


To facilitate investments, 
ASEM is setting up a virtual 
information exchange website 
being developed by the Euro- 
pean Commission, which will 
provide comprehensive infor- 
mation on member countries' 
regulations and initiatives for 
those wishing to invest. 

ASEM will also compile a 
table of national investment 
promotion and policy initia- 
tives that have been effective in 
enhancing inward investment 
flows, said Tan. 

These plans wiD be brought 
forward to another meeting of 
senior officials in Brussels in 
July and then to the economic 
ministers meeting in Berlin in 
October. 

Unlike the World Trade 
Organisation, pledges made in 
ASEM are non-binding, but 
officials said this hardly affect- 
ed resolve by countries to keep 
their markets open. 

“Just because it's Don-bind- 
ing. it doesn't mean it doesn't 
cany any weight. There’s a lot 
of peer pressure. Member 
countries feel obliged to do 
what they say. do what they 
agree on,” said Thu 


Australia steps up campaign to 
make itself key global financial hub 


SYDNEY (AFP) — Prune 
Minister John Howard has 
stepped up a campaign to make 
Australia one of the world’s key 
financial hubs, giving a young 
minister slx months to deliver a 
strategy to overtake Hong 
Kong and Singapore. 

‘The main task I have is to 
help facilitate Australia as a 
regional financial centre." said 
Financial Services Minister Joe 
Hockey, who is also responsi- 
ble for banking policy, corpo- 
rate law reform and consumer 


affairs. 

“We are in a three-way arm 
wrestle with Hong Kong and 
Singapore. We want to win." 

Howard had first hinted at his 
plans in March last year, telling 
business leaders there was rx> 
reason why Australia could not 
become the fourth great finan- 
cial centre of the world by 2010 
after New York. London and 
Tokyo. “One of (he things to 
which I commit my govern- 
ment into the next century is to 
build Australia as a great finan- 


cial centre for the region,'' 
Howard said then, but offered 
no concrete agenda. 

Now, with a new three-year 
term as prime minister secure, 
Howard has indicated be feels it 
is time to exploit Australia's 
strong economic position. 

Hockey told Business 
Review Weekly magazine Aus- 
tralia's stability, technological 
sophistication, skilled work- 
force and advanced financial 
system had created a “window 
of opportunity” in the troubled 


Asian region. 

“The depth and liquidity of 
the Australian Stock Exchange 
and the Sydney Futures 
Exchange are important.’’ he 
said. “What is more important 
is the opportunity to attract 
investment associated with the 
region’’ 

But he said be did not favour 
incentives to attract capital. 

“If you've got the fundamen- 
tals right, you don’t need to get 
into a bidding war with other 
competing financial centres." 


Arab 
states 
bag 50% 
of Iraq’s 
trade 


DUBAI (AFP) — Arab 
states account for 50 per cent 
of Iraq's trade, mostly under 
tile U-N. “oil-for-fbod” 
accord, Iraqi Commerce Min- 
ister Mohammad Mehdi 
Saleh said in an interview 
published here on Sunday. 

He told the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) newspaper 
A1 Ittihad that trade with 
Egypt bad increased from $20 
million to $300 milli on in the 
space of a year. 

Trade with Jordan was run- 
ning at around $200 milli on a 
year, and with the UAE at 
$100 million, apart from $400 
milli on from trade outside the 
oil-for-fbod accord, Saleh 
said. 

He said imports from Saudi 
Arabia bad reached $13 mil- 
lion “and contracts have not 
stopped,” despite a break in 
diplomatic relations since the 
1991. Guff War over Kuwait. 
He did not specify if tins was 
within or outside the oil-for- 
food accord. 

Fifty per cent of Iraq’s over- 
all trade comes from fellow 
Arab states, the minister said. 

Iraq has been under U.N. 
sanctions since its 1990 inva- 
sion of Kuwait, but the oil- 
for-food accord allows Bagh- 
dad to export crude to finance 
imports of food, medicine and 
Other humanitarian supplies. 

Saleh said Baghdad would 
not weaken its links with the 
Arab League despite its anger 
over a Jan. 24 meeting of 
Arab foreign ministers in 
Cairo that failed to coodemn 
U.S. and British air raids on 
Iraq. 
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DAJANI JEWELLERS 


Amra Forum Hotel 
Amman 


Many villas and 
apartments for 

rent and sale 
Furnished & Unfurnished 
For more information call: 
Abdoun Real Estate 

5920605/592060W079S30007 

Web Site is 
www.abdoun.com.jo 






<; HIK ■ 

| RENT 


At 6th Circle 
Tel.: 5510001 


Deluxe Villas 
3 and Apartments 


Shmelsanl - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
SweMeh Tel: 822891 


Quality Serviced States 


♦One & Two Bedrooms ♦Fully 
Equipped Kitchenettes * Daily & 
Long Stay ♦Reasonable Rates 


5th Orcle 

Tel: 5692672 - Fax: 5674551 

e-mail : equate coxomjo 


Vienna Cafe 

Enjoy having a quick meal, 
Fresh Air at the Terrace. 



Bayerischer Hof 

Germa?i Restaurant 
LUNCH: 12:30p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
DINNER: 6:3Gp.m. - 1 1:30 p.m. 
German coffee and cakes served all day 

Swdfieh - Al Hamra Street Tel: 5819730 / 5810811 
PO Box 6555. Amman- 1 1 1 18 Jordan 


THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Williams 


• ACROSS 
1 Ricochet 
6 Fox's We 

10 701 

14 Roman (ova 

15 Clair or Coty 

16 Israel's airline 

17 British dish 

20 Sale-tag 
disclaimer 

21 Ky. neighbor 

22 Southern 
constellation 

23 Sportscastar 
Berman 

24 California fort 

25 City on the 
Moselle 

26 Simian 

27 Decree 

28 Arab cloak 

31 Sierra 

Mountains 

34 '36 Oscar- 
winner Paul 

35 Q-tip 

36 Party dessert 

39 Guys' sweeties 

40 Takes off 

41 19th President 

42 R. Reagan's 
Star Wars 

43 Braided string 

44 Chore 

45 One Judd 

47 Drive a dinghy 

48 Calendar-watch 
abbr. 

51 Meeting plan 

53 Big name in e* 
mafi 

54 -Coburg 

55 Substantial 
meal 

58 Life partner 

59 Plant of fte iris 
family 

60 Writer H.H._ 

61 Hematite end 
galena, e.g. 

62 Botanist Gray 
and others 

63 Encourages 

DOWN 

1 Secret plotters 

2 Entertain 

3 Spring 
harbinger 

4 Spheres 


TMSPuzzlMaMl.com 
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By Bemlce Gordon 
PWUdetphla, PA 

5 Singer Torme 

6 Product name 

7 Tear 

8 Call it off 

9 Hold bade 

10 Two of cards 

11 Remove, as 
dshes 

12 ’Misery" star 

13 Old-time 
panelist Chase 

18 Ireland 

19 Say iinda 

24 Telephone 
button abbr. 

25 Turner and 
Louise 

26 Trajectories 

27 Felt vexation 
29 Make the cake 
3Q Vlgode and 

Lincoln 

31 Russian lets 

32 Private sch. 

33 Sketch out 

34 Native New 
Zealander 

35 Wound crust 
37 Me, myself, and 

I problem 


E3D0Q B0aQ0 DEEDS 
□BOB SEE0B 0H0B 
□□□□□□□□□□ □□□□ 
□□□□□□□ QnonoHE 
00E3 00E3O nun 

EEdDEQaaDDEC] 
HHEOB D0HB □ 00 
□□□Q □□□QQ BOBS 
BOB CH9B0 □□□□□ 

□B os bh q a bdd □ 

□□□ BEJDQ 000 
□□□HQQB DHBBDD0 
0000 0QD0B0D0HD 
BQSB 0BB0EJ BBSS 
DBCH3 H0BB0 0000 
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36 Shlpwftha 
lateen Bali 

43 Musical 
postscript 

44 Sudden Jerk 

46 Pot sweeteners 

47 Crude crosses 

48 Seine tributary 

49 Bring to bear 



50 Cost of a taco 

51 Bullets, briefly 

52 Equipment 

53 Updu island 
city 

54 Ticket receipt 

56 MDs 

57 Physicians' 
soc. 


2T Tanfla circled letters to 

nHT?^l su 5 ,risa answar - as sug- 
gested &y the above cartoon. 


Saturday's I Jumbles: ELITE ukini p tomorrow) 

■ 1 Answ » f - a'ZL'X* FAIHLY rarefy 
» - a^t oTS USUMv 68000165 3 
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Business & Finance 


Jordan Times, Monday, February 15, 1999 



Daily 


Beat 



A review of news from the Arabic Press 


Hamarneh: High costs are most 
important barriers to investments 


** 


THE MOST important invest- 
ment barrier is the high costs of 
investment and production due to 
high interest rate and indirect 
taxes like the sales tax which 
cover many products and ser- 
vices,” said Munir Hamarneh, 
professor of economics at the 
University of Jordan. 
Furthermore, he indicated that 
the local demand is weak as a 
result of low individual income. 

Hamarneh explained that the 
real income is practically shrink- 
ing because nominal pay in reali- 
ty almost constant whereas prices 
of goods and services are rising 
steadily. “This is due to the dete- 
riorating economic situation in 
general. ' he said. 

The economics professor point- 
ed out that a pan of the Jordanian 
capital was tunnelled outside the 
Kingdom and he asked the gov- 
ernment to take practical mea- 
sures that would help in curbing 
capital flight. He noted that some 
Jordanian industries have only 
faced weak local competition 
since they were established. 

Hamarneh concluded by stress- 
ing that the issue of encouraging 
and 'activating investment 
requires a real and practical 
investment climate and measures 
that would develop the reality of 
this climate and consolidate the 
investors" trust to operate in it. 

Salim Khirfan, the second 
deputy to the board chairman of 
the Amman Chamber of 
Commerce, saw the stability of 
legislations as the most important 
element to consolidate the invest- 


ment sector in Jordan. He also 
mentioned the need to provide the 
necessary services to the investor 
and the availability of a complete 
infrastructure. 

Khirfan said the government and 
the concerned parties should for- 
mulate a' stable mechanism for 
transferring funds to the investor 
in order to facilitate his/her com- 
mercial and economic operations. 
He also mentioned the political 
stability which Jordan has 
enjoyed for a long time. 

The trade official stressed that 
minimising routine, removing 
complexities and showing flexi- 
bility will also consolidate the 
investment climate. However, in 
addition to all of this, it is neces- 
sary that a cadre of qualified per- 
sonnel is entrusted to carry out 
the investment law, Khirfan said. 

He added that the concerned 
parties should once in a while 
study some tax and customs 
exemption for some economic 
projects because that will encour- 
age the investor to invest in 
Jordan without restrictions. In 
conclusion, he highlighted the 
importance of free movement and 
speedy execution of transactions 
at the free zones to be able to 
meet the requirements of the pre- 
sent stage (Al Arab A1 Yawm). 


Share prices continue to rise 
at AFM despite profit-taking 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

AMMAN — Profit-tak- 
ing dominated trading at 
the Amman Financial 
Market (AFM) on 
Tuesday and pushed the 
60-share general price 
index to 1S2.03 points, a 
0.91 point above 
Saturday's 181.12 points, 
brokers said Sunday. 

The trading volume 
recorded a slight 
increase, up to JD2.7 
million from JD2.6 mil- 
lion, the AFM daily bul- 
letin showed. 

Shares of 62 firms 
changed hands on the 


floor on Sunday with 
shares of 23 companies 
recording increase in 
their prices, 20 register- 
ing decline while stocks 
of 19 firms recorded no 
change in their prices. 

“The market was domi- 
nated by profit taking 
following heavy buying 
by some investors in the 
past two weeks," Naim 
Naqeeb, a broker, said. 

“They bought shares at 
a low prices and decided 
to sell some of their 
holdings now to make 
some profit,” Naqeeb 
told the Jordan Times. 

Trading in the industri- 


al sector amounted to 
JD1.5 million followed 
by banking sector with 
JD606,201 and services 
sector with JD306.190, 
the one-page AFM bul- 
letin indicated. 

For the second consec- 
utive day, trading 
focused on shares of 
mining and pharmaceuti- 
cal firms, the broker said. 

The Arab Potash 
Company ranked first 
with a volume of 
JD556.860 and its share 
price increased by 150 
fils to reach JD4.190. 

Among the shares that 
drew the attention of 


investors in the industrial 
sector were those of the 
Jordan Phosphate Mines 
Company, which won 
JD494.717, and the Arab 
Pharmaceutical 
Manufacturing Company 
which recorded 

JD223.000 during yester- 
day's trading. 

Shares of the Housing 
Bank, which won 

JIM 1 1,281. ranked first 
among commercial 
banks, with its price 
closing at JD2.940 up 
from JD2.900 on 

Saturday. 

For the second consec- 
utive day. Jordan Electric 


Power Company ranked 
first in the- service sector 
amid heavy buying from 
a local “private firm” 
with a trading volume of 
JD298.669. 

Industrial sector price 
index rose 0.80 point 
while banking and ser- 
vices sector rose 0.88 
and 0.37 points respec- 
tively, the .bulletin 
showed. 

Trading in the parallel 
market amounted to 
JD293.8S2 with the 
Union Arab Investors 
ranking first with a vol- 
ume of JD93.000, the 
bulletin indicated. 


(D.I.G) 

The Italian Ladies 

in Jordan 

mourn with deepest sadness 
and grief, the loss of 
His Majesty 

King Hussein Ben Talal 
The Great King of Wisdom and Peace 
and would like to extend to 
His Majesty 

King Abdullah Ben Al Hussein, 
The Hashemite family and 
the Jordanian people 
Their Deepest Condolences and 
Sympathy 

May God Rest His Sou! in Peace 


HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR MONDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 1999 j 


By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc . 


ARIES: (March 21 lo April 19)- 
Don*t be caught in the trap of rational 
thinking this week. If yoa^ticfc^lh^ 
what's logical and realistic, it won’t 
be nearly as much fun as if you take 
a bounding leap of faith. And this 
week, you should be able to do that, 
and land on the other side unscathed. 
TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Your 
assignment for today is to lay low 
and take notes. A person who thinks 
he or she knows everything wants to 
tell you what to do. and you'd be a 
fool to argue, especially right now*. 
This person has all the aces, and may 
actually know what he or she is talk- 
ins about, too. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21 ) You 
could clinch a deal today that would 
open up all kinds of new horizons. 
Communication is your speciality, of 
course, and right now you could learn 
how to communicate on a whole new- 
level. This might help you advance in 
your career, or find a career you love. 
You've sot the idea, now get the edu- 
cation. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 22) 
There’s no scarcity of money out 
there, you know-. A iot of people have 
iL and they're looking for ways to 
invest it. All you have to do is link up 
with one of them, but it might take 
sending requests to several different 
places "before that happens. Be will- 
ing to do the w-ork. and the profits 
could be sours. 

LEO: (July 23 to August 22) You 
may fee! kind of tired today. Your 
best plan of action is to hand the 
assignment oxer to somehodx else. 


You should have a partner who's able . Jy in the mood .to study. That’s pet_ 
to do it better than you could anyway. fecL Soak it up. The more you 


even more than 'a challenge, why not 
ask somebody else to just handle that 
pan for you?. 

VIRGO: (August 23 to September 
22) You may feel that there's almost 
more work than you can handle 
today. You like to perform at a high 
level. You want everything to be just 
right. Today, that could be difficult, 
but its not impossible. Get feedback 
from the people you're trying to 
serve, so you can put the right habits 
into place. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) The intensity of a conversation 
with a loved one today could startle 
you. This person wants to be certain 
about everything. You like your free- 
dom. but today you’re being pushed 
to put more structure into your life, 
especially in regard to your relation- 
ship. Just make the commitment. 
Who knows? It could make your life 
easier. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 

November 21) Looks like you'd 
rather stay home today than do just 
about anything else, and if you can 
manage to pull that off, you should. 
Romance is pan of the reason, but 
you're also putting down roots. If 
you’re not able to spend the whole 
day at home, then spend as much 
time as vou can there. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) What you're learning 
now* could propel you into all sorts of 
new adventures, and vou "re definite- 


more valuable you become, to your- 
self and to other people as well. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 19) Don't hide your money 
under the mattress. You'll actually 
wind up with less if you do that. Not 
only will the mice eat it, but you'll 
also lose whatever interest you would 
have gained by putting it in a bank 
account. Looks like a person who’s 
slightly older and wiser than you has 
good advice, so take advantage of iL 
AQUARIUS: (January 20 to 

February 18) The new moon in your 
sign gives you awesome powers. 
Focus those on helping others. 
Someone you know well could use 
your counselling now, so look 
around. Don’t waste time being intro- 
spective. Share skills that come easi- 
ly one who finds them difficult 
You’re wealthier than you realise, so 
be generous with your time and tal- 
ents. 

PISCES: (February 19 to March 20) 
You may have a sense of foreboding 
today, as if you have to do something 
and you don’t want to. There’s no 
easy way to get out from that bureau- 
cratic tangle, is there? Well, you may 
have a hard time with words, but 
your smile can move mountains. 
Today, use it where it’ll do the most 
good. 

Birthstone of February’: Amethyst 
— Onyx 
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Mourns the passing of 

His Majesty King Hussein Bin Talal 

We extend our heartfelt condolences to 

• 

His Majesty King Abdullah Bin Al Hussein, 

Her Majesty Queen Noor, the Royal Hashemite Family 

and to the People of Jordan. 

May his soul rest in peace 


JORDAN 
TIMES 
TEL.: 
5699634 
5684311 



KLM 

Royal Dutch Airlines 

Royal Dutch Airlines 

mourn with deep grief the late 

King Hussein Ben Talal 

(May God bless his soul) 
and wish to offer 

His Majesty King Abdullah 

and the Royal Hashemite Family 

heartfelt condolences and 
sympathy imploring God Almighty to bless 
the late King’s soul. ^ ^ 


His spirit will remain a guiding light 



The British Airways family extends its deepest condolences 

His Majesty 

King Abdullah Bin Al Hussein, 

The Royal Family and the grieving nation 
on the passing of our guiding light 

His Majesty 
King Hussein Bin Talal 

We will miss his dedication to the nation, 
and will use his teachings in every day of our lives 
May God Rest His Soul 

BRITISH AIRWAYS 


to 
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Sports 


De la Hoya rallies to win Thys wins Tokyo marathon 


a split decision 


LAS VEGAS, Nevada 
(AFP) — Oscar de la 
Hoya rallied in the final 
three rounds to win a 
split decision over 
Ghana’s Ike Quartey 
here Saturday, keeping 
his World Boxing 
Council welterweight 
crown in a battle of 
unbeatens. 

A 12th-round knock- 
down and minute-long 
flurry in the last round 
by de la Hoya sealed the 
victory for the 
American, who rose to 
30-0 as Quartey suffered 
his first loss against 34 
victories and a draw. 

"It was a very intimi- 
dating fight for me" de 
la Hoya said. "I knew it 
was going to be hard. 1 
was a little worried 
about his punching 
power. I underestimated 
his ability to box. This 
guys is a powerful hit- 
ter." 

Two judges went for 
de la Hoya, by margins 
of JI6-II2 and 1 16- 

113. while the third 
went For Quartey 115- 

114. 

Ail three judges had 
de la Hoya winning the 
last round 10-8 and the 
final three rounds of the 
showdown, which ended 
with both Quartey and 
"Golden Boy" de la 
Hoya raising their arms 
in victory. 

"Everyone saw the 
fight in the world. It was 
a bad decision." Quartey 
said. U A1I he could do 



Challenger Eke Quartey (R) is knocked down in round twelve by U.S. boxer and WBC Weiterwheight Champion Oscar 
de la Hoya in Las Vegas, NV, on Saturday. De la Hoya won a split decision victory over his challenger; keeping his World 
Boxing Council welterweight crown. A sixth-round and 12th-round knockdown and a minute-long Burry in the last 
round by de la Hoya sealed the victory for the American. Quartey suffered die first loss against 34 victories and one 
draw (AFP photo) • 


was survive. 

De la Hoya knocked 
Quartey down with a 
solid left hook 10 sec- 
onds into the final 
round. Quartey rose and 
went against the ropes, 
where de la Hoya 
pounded the wobbling 
African for a minute but 
could not stop him. 

"I dropped him. I 
almost knocked him 
out," de la Hoya said. “I 
had him. The guy can 
take a punch." 

An exhausted Quartey 
and punched-out de la 
Hoya finished out the 


final 90 seconds unable 
to do more than glare at 
each other as time ran 
out, giving de la Hoya 
his fifth victory over a 
previously undefeated 
foe. 

“I was in total control, 
which was the important 
part," de la Hoya said. “I 
beat him at his own 
game plan. That was not 
The strategy. But I was 
content." . . 

De la Hoya tried to - 
quelch talk of a rematch 
minutes after the bout. 

“I don’t think so.” he 
said. "There are bigger, 
better fights out there I 
think people want to 
watch. There are more 
exciting opponents for 
me.” 

It's no wonder de la 


Hoya did not want a 
rematch. The “Golden 
Boy" silenced critics 
who said he picked out- 
matched or past-their- 
prime foes by with- 
standing the toughest 
challenge of his career 
in Quartey. 

De la Hoya is expected 
to next fight Oba Carr, 
who won an undercard 
fight, here in May. 

De la Hoya suffered a 
cut eyelid last 
November that post- 
poned this fight, one 
Quartey said was not so 
severe. 

Quartey had not 
fought in 16 months due 
to foes who stepped 
aside over a contract 
dispute, a drug suspen- 
sion and injury. 


Quartey was stripped 
of his World Boxing 
Association crown 
because he chose a 482- 
day layoff rather than 
risk missing a $4.5 mil- 


lion payday for fighting 
de la Hoya. Quartey has 


never before made even 
one million dollars off a 
single bout. 


Quartey's powerful- 
right hajid Jjeg^ji £cdf- , 
ing ih -die seventh; 
eighth and ninth rounds, 
keeping de la Hoya at 
bay and scoring more 
often with the hard 
punch as the rounds 
continued. 

“I knew I had to come 
and fight." Quartey said. 

“I wanted to box him. I 
wanted to surprise him. 


He is a champion. 1 
respect a champion*. I 
knew what I had to do" 

De la Hoya's left eye 
started swelling in the 
sixth round, when both 
fighters were knocked 
down. 

De la Hoya sent 
Quartey to the canvas 10 
seconds into the sixth 
round with a jeft set up 
by a right band. "But 
Quartey answered with, 
a left that"’ sent ' de la 
Hoya on the seat of his 
pants later in the round. 

In the fust five rounds, 
both men adopted a con- 
servative style, each 
choosing their punches 
carefully and seeking 
weaknesses in each 
other’s defence while 
finding little to attack. 
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BUILDING MAINTENANCE ENGINEER 

Dubai 


Al-Furtaim Sons Company (AFSC) is a multinational company with Pan-Gulf presence. 


An International media has a 
vacancy for a young journalist in Amman. 

Required: Perfect Arabic, 
good French and English. 
Preferably skills with computer. 


Interested Call 4644854 or 4611976 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. or fax at 4654680 


AFSC requires a Building Maintenance Engineer who will be required to assist the 
Building Maintenance Manager in ensuring that the Company’s premises are 
maintained properly and safely, and to act as a buyer for related material and capital 
items. The position also entails assisting the Building Maintenance manager in new 
store development projects. 


CAR FOR SALE 
DUTY UNPAID 


The ideal candidate will be male, having a degree/diploma in Electrical l Mechanical 
engineering with 3-5 years of experience in building maintenance & purchasing 
material, preferably in the hotel industry or suchlike, and sufficient exposure to 
safety procedures. A sound knowledge of electro-mechanical works is prerequisite to 
the position. In addition, the candidate must be computer literate, possess goad buying 
and negotiating skills, and should be able to provide excellent customer service. 


1989 Mercedes Benz 300 T. Full options. Offers by sealed bid 
to Spanish Embassy/Commerdal Section, Shmelsani, 
Abdelhamld Sharaf Street, Strand Building, First floor. 

For any Information Call 5601281/5689205 I 


Interested candidates should apply within 3 days, giving their contact telephone number, to: 


Manager - Human Resources 
Al-Futtaim Sons 

Telephone: 9714 277553 Fax: 9714 239919 
Email: hn2afsc.co.ae 


Apartment For Rent 

In Excellent Commercial Area 

Ground floor, separate entrance, parking. Area: 160 sq.m. 
Location: Madina M unaware Street, near Queen Alla 
Foundation, opposite the trade centres and Pizza Hut and 
400 metres away from the Intersection of Mecca and Madina 
Munawara Streets. The apartment Is very near to the Holiday 
Inn Hotel and C.Town Trade Centre 

For information call: 

Tel.: 5524933, Fax: 552871 8 


Only shortlisted candidates will he corresponded with. 


/H-fiittaim g® 0 D§ -ojJloJI 


APARTMENT REQUIRED FOR RENT 

Semi-villa is preferred with an area of 250300 
sq.m, in Abdoun, Sweifiyeh, 4th Circle, Deir Ghbar, 
Urn Utheina. 

For information call 5516680, 
Mobile: 079/596190 


in world second best time 


TOKYO (AFP) — South 
Africa’s Sydney Olympic 
hopeful Gert Thys beat his 
own personal best by more 
than one minute for an easy 
victory in the Tokyo inter- 
national men’s marathon 
on Sunday. 

The 27-year-old Thys, 
who spurted around the 30- 
kilometre mark in a second 
group and then overtook 
front-runner Kenichi 
Takahashi of Japan, made a 
long solo run afterwards to 
clock two hours six min- 
utes and 33 seconds. 

It was the second fastest 
time in the world, follow- 
ing Rionaldo da Costa of 
Brazil who timed the 
fastest time of 2:06:05 in 
Berlin in September last 
season. 

Thys. already named to 
represent South Africa for 
the world championships in 
August, was only 11 sec- 
onds behind Costa’s split 
time when he passed the 
40km mark. 

“I’m very happy to run in 
a fast time today. That’s my 
best time. I was very wor- 
ried when he (Takahashi) 
was more than two minutes 
in front of us.’’ said the 27- 
year-old runner from 
Prieska. 

“Around the 25-km point 
1 told one of my team 
mates who was leading in 
front of us ‘That guy is run- 
ning away, we have to close 
the gap.’ 

“When I closed the gap. I 



South Africa's Gert Thys crossed the finish line to win the 
tenth running of the Tokyo Intermational Marathon on 
Sunday. Thys covered the distance of 42.195 kilometres in 
2 hours, 6 minutes, 33 seconds (AP photo) 


didn’t want to push too 
fast, because I know there’s 
a hill ahead of us, so I tried 
to maintain the same pace.” 
Otherwise, the hill will be a 
lot of problem for roe" 
added Thys. 

Takahashi set the pace 
from early on breaking 
away from a front group 
after the 7-km mark, but he 


then developed problems in 
his right foot shortly after 
Thys and other runners 
passed him and abandoned 
around the 33-km mark. 

Miki Hiroshi finished 
second in 2:08:1)5. fol- 
lowed by- fellow Japanese 
Koji Shimizu in 2:09.00. 
and Luiz Dos Santos of 
Brazil fourth in 2:1 M3. 


Plenty of contenders in 
Daytona 500 shoot-out 


DAYTONA BEACH ( AP) — 
At least a dozen drivers have 
-staked- their daim- to-winning 
tile Daytona 500 en-Sunday. * • • • 
The ’ Wintirf cbtrid A&. Rusty 
Wallace, who’ll start 10th in the 
43-car field Sunday in 
NASCAR’s tidiest and most 


prestigious evenL 
He’s confident he can get his 
first victory in 17 tries in the 
season-opening Winston Cup 
race at Daytona International 
Speedway. ‘This race would 
mean everything to me because 
I think that any good racer that 
hasn’t wot the Daytona 500 
would feel like there’s a void in 
his career," Wallace said. T 
know I sundy would." Dale 
Earnhardt went through the 
same frustration fix 20 years 
before he finally won die big 
one last February. The relief 
was overwhelming] 

“Sure, I had some tears in my 
eyes,” said the man who has 
built his racing career on tough, 
aggressive driving. ‘Td wanted 
to win this race for an awful 
long time, and it’s such a tough 
race to win.’’ Since a lot of other 


drivers in the lineup feel the 
same way, the 185,000 specta- 
"tons^wbo-tum out for die- $-8' 
miQionrace can expect a shoot- - 
rout “It's going robe- wild,’' said 
Kyle Petty, who’s looking for 
his first win in his ISth stair. 
His father, Richard, won the 
Daytona 500 seven times. 
Asked what he thinks it will 
take to win Sunday, the 
younger Petty said: “Patience. 
But nobody’s got any.’’ 
Daytona is one of two tracks 
where NASCAR requires car- 
buretor restrictor plates to slow 
the cais for the safety of drivers 
and fens. But the plates also sap 
horsepower and keep the field 
unnaturally even, bunching up 
the cars and making wrecks a 
virtual certainty. 

“You’ve got no horsepower 
to speak of. compared to what 
we used to have,* 1 Wallace said. 
“Our engines right now in 
Winston Cup racing are 
approaching 800 horsepower 
and. right now, at Daytona 
we’re sitting here with 400 or 
450 horeepower. 

“So, it’s all how air works and 


momentum works. If you don’t 
have die right amount of 
momentum when you make a 
commitment to pass a car. you 
probably won’t get past him." 
That’s why patience is such a 
virtue. If a driver steps out of 
one of the long freight train of 
cars at Daytona without anoth- 
er car to help, he’s just as likely 
to wind up losing 15 or 20 posi- 
tions as moving forward. 

Earnhardt, who will start 
Sunday’s race from fourth — 
the same place he started last 
year — showed he’s one of the 
favorites by dominating his 
125-mile (200-kilometre) qual- 
ifying race Thursday, just as he 
didin 1998. 

Other favourites will go after 
it. too. They include: Jeff 
Gordon, who begins die hunt 
for his third straight series title; 
Bobby Labonte. who finished 
second last year and won die 
other 1 25-mil er Thursday; 

Kyle Petty: Wallace; Janett 
Earnhardt’s teammate. Mike 
Skinner, and Gordon's team- 
mate, Terry Labonte, Bobby’s 
older brother. 


Barkley to have surgery, 
miss 3-4 weeks 


HOUSTON, Texas (AFP) — Forward 
Charles Barkley will have surgety Sunday to 
repair tom cartilage in his left knee and will 
miss three to four weeks, leaving the Rockets 
without their leading scorer and rebounder, 
the team said. 

That answers the question many had when 
the Houston Rockets put together "a frontcourt 
of aging superstars Hakeem Olajuwon. 
Seottie Pippen and Barkley. 

They asked whether the trio — all are 
among the NBA’s 50 Greatest Players and 
make up one of the best frontcourts in history 
— could remain healthy for the entire season. 

The answer is no. 

On Tuesday, Barkley underwent an magnet- 
ic resonance imaging fMRI) that revealed a 
tom medial meniscus in the joint He said then 
he would not have surgery and would rehabil- 


itate the injury through treatment and exer- 
ase. 

, ^ 1 ? r yS' A rijrns 36 in one w eek, and is in his 
Rockets^ 563500 ^ his lhini wi* the 

- 16 ?°j nts ^ rebounds in 
Wednesdays 92-82 home win over 

Sacramento and 15 and 16 in Thursday's 105- 
95 win at Dallas. * 

won four in a rovv since a 
^n-opening loss to the Las Angeles 

ft SEEMS 

_ H ®f ni . s ? scd 14 games last season with a van- 
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CINEMA 


TEL:5fi7742(l 


CINEMA 


TELlSV34793 


!! 

A! I! 


PHILADELPHIA '1' i PHILADELPHIA '2' 


PLAZA 


CONCORDE 


TEL:S934793 


GALLERIA 1 ^ GALLERIA 2 ,] [ 

ABDOUN ABDOUN 

www.cns.com.jo/Galleria www. cns.comja/Gafleria 


Bruce Willis .. in 


Adel Imam, Wafa'AmerA 
Kama I Shinawi .. in 


Comedian 
A’del Emmam .. in 


MERCURY 

RISING 


Shows: 10:30. 8:30. 6:15. 
3:30. 12:30 


ALWAD MAHROUS 
TEA' AL WAZIR 

Shows: 10:30, 8:30. 6:15. 
3:30. 12:30 


AL ZA'EEM 


Adel Imam, Wafa' Amer A 
Kamai Shinawi .. in 

ALWAD MAHROUS 

TEA' AL WAZXR 

Shows: 12:30, 2:30. 6:30. 
8:30, 10:30 




TO-: 4615 L55 


Shows: 12:15,3:15,6:30. 9:45 


CONCORDE n 2" 
Sleepwalkers 

Shows: 3:30, 5:30 only 


THERE’S SOMETHING LETHAL WEAPON 4 
ABOUT MARY Shows: 3:00 ' 6:30> 8:3 °- 10:30 

NOLAN 


CLOSED 

FOR 

decoration 


Skews: 3:30, t>:30, 8:30, 10:30 


Shows: 3:30, 5:00 


Listings for films and showing times as received by cinemas and their advertising agencies. 
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arathon * Sampras withdraws, leaving 


Golmard ousts Moya to reach final 





Sybase with lacklustre final 


SAN JOSE, California (AP) 
— Fans who bought tickets 
to the Valentine’s Day final 
of the Sybase Open envi- 
sioned a match between 
Pete Sampras and Andre 
Agassi. 

Instead, they’ll be gettine 
Cecil Mamiit vs. Mark- 
Phi lippoussis. 

Sampras withdrew from 
the tournament shortly 
before Saturday’s semifinal 
against Philippoussis 
because of a strained tendon 
^ above his left ankle, depriv- 
^ ing the S325.000 event of its 
top seed and two-time 
champion. 

Agassi, seeded second and 
a four-time Sybase champi- 
on, was defaulted from his 
second-round match against 
M amii t three days earlier 
because of cursing. 

That left Mamiit, a quali- 
fier ranked 120 th in the 
world, facing the third-seed- 


ed Philippoussis in 
Sunday's final. 

Sampras, playing in his 
first tournament after a 10 - 
week layoff that was his 
longest since high school, 
hurt his leg during his quar- 
terfinal victory over Bemd 
Karbacher on Friday night 

**I hit a forehand and was 
caught off balance,” 
Sampras said. “I felt it in 
one sudden movement I 
continued to play on it but 
it was quite sore.” Sampras 
said he tried to practice 
Saturday morning, but 
couldn't run. 

“I couldn’t put any weight 
on jt,” Sampras said. "I did- 
n't feel like I could have 
played a proper match. It 
him on any movement. It 
didn't make any sense.” 
Sampras said he still hopes 
to play in a tournament in 
Scottsdale, Arizona, in two 
weeks. 


Mamiit trying to become 
first qualifier to win the 
Sybase Open tide, had 
never gotten past the second 
round of an ATP tour event 
before this week. In fact he 
had just two career ATP tour 
victories before the Sybase 
Open, in which he already 
has four — including the 
default by Agassi. 

Mamiit advanced to the 
final by defeating fourth- 
seeded Michael Chang 3-6, 
6-3. M. 

Mamiit who turned pro 
after winning the NCAA 
singles championship in 

1996 as a Freshman at 
Southern California, said he 
grew up admiring Chang _ 
who won his first tourna- 
ment title when Mamitt was 
1 1 years old. 

“I watched his game and 
followed his tactics.” 
Mamitt said. 

“1 was pretty pumped up." 


Mamiit fell behind 5-0 in 
the first set before he 
related. 

Then he held serve the rest 
of the way, and began to 
take charge when he broke 
Chang’s serve in the fourth 
game of the second seL 

"When I missed a few 
shots. I started to get a little 
tentative," Chang said, ‘i 
wasn't as aggressive as I 
should have been. Cecil is 
playing some good tennis 
right now.” Mamiit who at 
5-foot-8 {1.1 metres) is 8 
inches (20 centimetres) 
shorter than Philippoussis, 
broke Chang’s serve in the 
first game of the third set 
and held on for the win. 

"I'm not too excited about 
the final,” Mamiit said. ‘7 
probably should be, but I'm 
trying to keep it low key. 
After match point, I felt 
relaxed. I've gained one of 
my goals." 


Aussie Steggall wins slalom 



Australia's Zali Steggall, centre, the gold medal winner is flanked by Sweden's Pemilla 
Wiberg, left, silver, and the bronze medallist Norway's Trine Bakke, following the 
Women's Slalom at the World Alpine Ski Championships in Vail, Colo, Saturday (AP 
photo) 
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VAIL, Colorado (AP) — In a 
second-run free-for-all, it 
was a skier from Down 
0 Under who went over the 
top. 

Australia’s Zali Steggall 
forged a blistering second 
run to vault from sixth place 
and capture the women's 
slalom Saturday in the World 
Alpine Ski Championships. 

Steggall, only .13 seconds 
off die pace following a 
tightly bunched first run, 
nailed the bottom half of her 
second run and had a com- 
bined time of 1 minute, 33.97 
seconds — an impressive 
.80 seconds ahead of 
Sweden's Pemilla Wiberg. 

Norway's Trine Bakke, the 
first-run leader, took the 
bronze medal. 

It was Australia's first gold 
W medal in world champi- 
onship histoiy and its first 
medal of any kind since 
Malcolm Milne won bronze 
in downhill in the 1970 
worlds. 

Steggall, who became the 
first Australian woman to 
win a World Cup race when 
she triumphed in slalom at 
Park City. Utah. in 
November 1997 and who 
was bronze medallist in 
slalom in the 1 998 Olympics, 
prevailed after a first run that 
saw the top 10 racers separat- 
ed by only .28 seconds. 

Wiberg. tied with Steggall 
after a 46.44- second first run. 
moved into the lead with a 
solid 48.33 clocking for a 
• total of 1:34.77. 

The 24-year-old Steggall, 
skiing next, was .31 seconds 
slower than Wiberg through 
the first intermediate clock- 
ing but was fast and flawless 
through the bottom half and 
was timed in 47.53. 

“I was pretty amazed when 
I crossed the finish line.” 
Steggall said. "I had heard a 
huge cheer for Pemilla when 
I was standing in the start and 
1 said, “Well, OK. she's done 
it again, a good second ran.' 
So I said. “Well. I better do it, 
too.” 

“I knew that I didn't have a 
_ chance in the top part 
™ because it’s really not my 
cup of tea. I was just waiting 
to set over that last pitch, 
because that was where I was 


going to be able to make it 
up. 

“I actually heard (via the 
public address system) that I 
was behind (at the intermedi- 
ate clocking). I knew that I 
really had to nail the steep 
and just risk, keep that speed 
moving down the hill.” 
Steggall, who for the past 10 
years has spent half of her 
time in the Northern 
Hemisphere and the other 
half in the Southern 
Hemisphere and thus has 
experienced “*20 winters in a 
row.” knows the value of tak- 
ing a break. She took 10 days 
off before her bronze medal 
in the “98 Olympics, and 
took 10 days off before this 
event. 

**I think I’ll definitely make 
it a regular event now,” she 
said of those breaks from ski- 
ing. 

Twenty skiers were within 
one second of the lead in the 
first run. prompting Wiberg 
to say, *Tve never experi- 
enced a race that was this 
close. I'll have to be satisfied 
with the silver today. It was 
amazing to see Zali ski that 
last steep. She really got the 
line.” Bakke struggled late in 


her run, and her 48.69 time 
gave her a combined 
1:35.00. 

Although she didn’t main- 
tain her first-run lead, Bakke 
insisted thai she “won” a 
bronze medal. "I’ve only 
been on the podium twice 
before, so I’m very happy 
with making it onto the podi- 
um today,” she said. 

Norway’s Andrine 

Flemraen, silver medallist in 
giant slalom on Thursday, 
charged from 1 3th place after 
the first run to finish fourth in 
1:35.06. She had the second- 
fastest second run of 48. 1 7. 

Finland’s Riitta Pitkanen 
was fifth in 1:35.12, fol- 
lowed by Austria's Karin 
KoeUerer in 1:3522 and 
Slovenia's Urska Hrovat in 
1:3523. 

Italy’s Deborah 

Compagnoni, the defending 
world champion in slalom, 
finished a disappointing 
eighth in 125.33. 
Compagnoni trailed Bakke 
by only .04 seconds in the 
first run. 

Austria’s Anita Wachter 
was ninth in 1:3534, and 
Canada’s Allison Forsyth 
took 10th in 1:3539. 


Slovenia’s Alenka Dovzan, 
just .02 seconds behind 
Bakke in the first beau had a 
slow second run to finish 
12th. Teammate Spela 
Premar, who trailed Bakke 
by only .03 seconds, strad- 
dled a gate at the top of the 
final steep and did not finish. 

Austria’s Sabine Egger, 
leader of this season’s World 
Cup slalom standings, also 
straddled a gate on her sec- 
ond run. 

Kristina Koznick of 
Burnsville, Minn., America’s 
top hope for a medal in these 
championships, caught an 
edge and hooked a tip, failing 
to finish her first run. 

Also going out on the first 
run were Sweden’s Anja 
Paerson and Germany's 
Martina Ertl. 

Bakke’s bronze gave 
Norway eight medals in 
these championships, trailing 
Austria’s 12. 

Wibeig gave Sweden its 
second medal. She was one 
of the favourites in this race 
after winning the combined 
title with a corae-from- 
behind victory in slalom and 
finishing fourth in giant 
slalom. 



Nicolas Kiefer of Germany smiles after defeating Andrew Hie of Australia, during their 
Dubai Tennis Open semifinal match on Monday. Kiefer defeated Hie 6-3, 7-6(8/ 6) (AFP 
photo) 


DUBAI, LTnited Arab 
Emirates (AP) — The last 
seed in the Dubai Open fell 
Saturday when Frenchman 
Jerome Golmard defeated 
No. 2 Carlos Moya to reach 
his first ATP Tour final ever. 

"It’s like a dream. I have 
dreamt for a long tune of a 
moment like this,’’ said 
Golmard, who fought off a 
one-set deficit to clinch a 4- 
6 , 7-5, 6-3 victory. 

The Spaniard admitted 
that he relaxed a little after 
winning the first set and let 
Golmard back into the 
match. 

”1 was in a good position 
to win the match after the 
first set. He was hitting 
hard and didn't do many 
mistakes,” said Moya. 

Play in the other semifinal 
between Andrew Die and 
Nicolas Kiefer was sus- 
pended due to rain until 
Sunday. Kiefer was leading 
6-3. 

Moya broke in the third 
game and maintained his 
pressure to win the first set 
without much difficulty. 

The 25-year-old Golmard, 
who had earlier ousted fifth 
seed Karol Kucera and third 
seed Tim Henman, broke 
Moya in the fourth game of 
the second set and then held 
serve to take a 4-1 lead 
before Moya broke back to 
even it at 4-4. 

The match appeared to be 
heading to a tie-break but 
Golmard, leading 6-5 and 
tending to an injured elbow 
with an ice pack in between 
games, broke Moya to take 
the set 7-5. 

Moya’s game fell apart in 
the third set with Golmard 
breaking in the first game. 
Moya immediately broke 
back, but the Frenchman, 
who was serving well 
throughout the two-hour 
match, broke to take a 4-1 
lead and didn’t look back. 

Moya served 13 aces, the 
majority of which came in 
the second set and admitted 
that be was not veiy com- 
fortable playing the left- 
handed Golmard. 

"His serve is good and he 


is a lefty. I hate playing left- 
ies” said Moya. 

Golmard said that his 


main goal is to reach the top 
30 in the world. 

“I didn’t have anything to 


lose, unlike Carlos, who has 
to think of ranking points," 
said the 61 st-ranked player. 


French World Cup coach takes 
charge of FIFA All Stars 


SYDNEY (AFP) — French 
World Cup winning coach 
Aime Jacquet was Sunday 
appointed to handle the 
FIFA All Stars against the 
Australian Socceroos at the 
official opening of 
Sydney’s Olympic 

Stadium. 

Jacquet, who coached 
France to win last year’s 
World Cup final against 


Brazil, is expected to 
announce his first squad by 
the end of this month and 
the final squad in April for 
the match on June 12. 

Soccer Australia chair- 
man Basil ScarseUa said the 
appointment indicated the 
seriousness of FIFA regard- 
ing the match. 

“At least 28 other sports 
have put up their hand to be 


involved in the official 
opening of the stadium and 
we’re delighted to have this 
honour," Scarsella said. 

Approaches had already 
been made to stars such as 
Ronaldo, Michael Owen, 
Zinedene Zidane and 
Christian Vieri as well as 
Australians Mark Bosnich, 
Harry Kewell and Mark 
Viduka to play in the 


match, said Olympics 
Minister Michael Knight 

It will be the first 
Olympic sport to be staged 
at the stadium. 

Officials hope to fill the 
110,000 capacity ground 
with a programme involv- 
ing an official opening cer- 
emony, entertainment and 
the world match. 


Atletico de Madrid falls to Espanyol 


MADRID (AP) — Dario 
Silva scored with six 
minutes left to play and 
led Espanyol to a 2-1 vic- 
tory Saturday over 
Atletico de Madrid in 
Spanish first-division 
soccer. 

It was the fourth 
straight loss for Atletico 
and prompted some of the 
20,000 fans braving bitter 


cold weather at Vicente 
Calderon stadium to 
scream for the resigna- 
tion of coach Anigo 
Sacchi. 

Atletico got on the 
board first as Jose Maria 
Romero fought off two 
defenders to score in the 
21st minute. But 
Espanyol tied the game in 
the 38th minute on a 


header by Moises Arteaga 
and won the game in the 
final minutes with a head- 
er by Silva. 

In other action 
Saturday, Leonardo 
Biagini of Argentina con- 
verted a penalty in the 
64th minute to lead 
Mallorca to a 1-0 victory 
over Real Sociedad. 

And Jose Oscar Flores 


scored in the 50th minute 
to lead Deportivo la 
Coruna hosts to a 1-0 win 
over Salamanca. 

The highlight of the 
weekend is Sunday's 
game between first-place 
FC Barcelona and Real 
Madrid in Camp Nou sta- 
dium in the Catalan capi- 
tal. 




Larsson doubles up with treble 


GLASGOW \ AFP I — 

Henrik Larsson grabbed his 
second hat-trick on succes- 
sive Saturdays as Celtic 
demolished Dunfermline 4- 
0 to cruise into the Scottish 
Cup fifth round on 

Saturday. 

The dreadlocked Swede 
struck all three in a devas- 
tating 15-minute spell 
before the interval that also 
featured a fourth for 

Norwegian striker Harald 
Brattbakk. 

Already lauded by his 
coach Jozef Venglos as one 
of the finest players in 
Europe after his treble 
against Hearts last week, 
Larsson plundered goals 
number 24, 25 and 26 of a 
hishlv productive season. 

The’ hat-trick killed the tie 
as a contest and ended any 
hope Dunfermline had of 
^ avoiding another heavy 


defeat after two 5-0 revers- 
es at Parkhead in the 
Premier League already 
this term. 

Celtic coach Jozef 
Venglos was generous in 
his praise for the visitors’ 
efforts in the opening half 
hour, but the roof caved in 
for the Pars after Larsson’s 
27th-minute opener. 

"Henrik was outstanding 
again,” said Celtic coach 
Jozef Venglos. "He is play- 
ing excellently himself but 
the other players are close 
to him and he is working 
hard for the team. That is a 
strong part of his personali- 
ty.“ 

Dunfermline boss Dick 
Campbell praised his side 
for taking the match to the 
Scottish champions in the 
first half hour, but admitted 
that Larsson was unstop- 
pable. 


"I thought we had eight 
chances but we were beaten 
by a world-class goal from 
Larsson’s header,” said 
Campbell. 

"We then switched off 
and you can’t afford to do 
that against Celtic. They 
were worthy winners and I 
wish them all the best for 
the Cup.” 

But there were no set- 
backs for the Premier divi- 
sion teams as results in 
other matches followed the 
form book. 

St. Johnstone won 3-1 at 
division two leaders 
Livingston while 

Motherwell beat second 
division Stirling 2-0. 

Scottish Premier division 
leaders Rangers have the 
chance to reach the last 
eight when they travel to 
first division Hamilton on 
Sunday. 


Defending Makinen wins 


JORDAN TIMES E-MAIL: jotimes@go.com.jo 


KARLSTAD, Sweden (AP) 
— Defending world champi- 
on Tommi Makinen of 
Finland held off Carlos 
Sainz of Spain by 1 8 seconds 
Sunday to win the Swedish 

World Championship rally. 

It was the third victory for 
Makinen in the Swedish 
event and his second straight 
in this year’s world champi- 
onship series. 

Last month, the Mitsubishi 
driver won the Monte Carlo 
Rally. 


Sainz, a former two-time 
world champion trying to 
become the first non-Nordic 
winner of the rally in its 47- 
year history, finished run- 
nerup for the fourth straight 
year in a Toyota. Only 
Swedish and Finnish drivers 
have won the rally. 

Sweden’s Thomas 

Radstrom, driving the only 
Fond Focus left in the com- 
petition, placed third only 
seconds ahead of France's 
DidierAuriol. 


FOR RENT 

Fully furnished ground floor apartment. Consisting of 
2 bedrooms, office room, sitting room, dining room, 
kitchen and bathroom, with lovely planted garden. 
Equipped with private telephone and central heating. 
Location; Amman - Shmeisani - behind Marriott Hotel. 
Tel.: 5663507. 

Please call between 4:00 - 9:00 p.m. 


CAREER OPPORTUNITIES 


A leading company in retail business wishes to recruit candidates 

who are qualified to meet the following vacancies: 

1 . Assistant Accounts Manager 

Candidate must be university graduate in accounts, fluent in 
English language, supported with computer skills, and having 
experience not less than 5 years as a key person in same field. 

2. Accountant 

University degree in accounts, good in English language, having 
computer skills and experience not less than 3 years in accounts. 

CVs to be sent to the following address 

Fax.: 5688581 

P.O. Box 830554 Amman 11183, Jordan 
for the attention of the Financial Manager 







Jordan Times, Monday. February 15, 1999 


King reives 


Mass ultra-Orthodox protest against Israeli court 


TEL AVIV I AFP) — A quar- 
ter of a million ultra-Orthodox 
Jews crowded the streets of 
occupied Jerusalem on 
Sunday to protest the supreme 
court's support for religious 
pluralism in the largest-ever 
rally by Israels influential 
minority of strictly observant 
Jews. 

Billed as a “prayer confer- 
ence against persecution." the 
protest brought together some 
250,000 men — sombrely 
attired in long black coats that 
called to mind centuries past 
— who chanted slogans 
against the court. 

“Stop the incitement of the 
supreme court" and “the 
supreme court represents the 
elite " they shouted as small 
children barely able to walk 
mingled among them. 

The ultra-Orthodox pulled 
out all the stops to mobilise 
their supporters, chartering 
about a thousand buses to 
ferry demonstrators to the 
rally and even permitting reli- 
gious students to interrupt 
their studies to take part 

As Oriental and Hassidic 
religious music played in the 
background and rabbis read 
chapters from the Psalms, the 
throng of men gathered at one 
side of Jerusalem's old bus 
station at the western entrance 
to the city while women in 
modest dress stood separately 
on the other. 

The rally was attended by 
top Jewish religious leaders 
including Ashkenazi chief 
Rabbi Israel Lau. his Sephardi 
counterpart Eliahu Bakshi- 
Doron and the spiritual leader 
of the Oriental Jews, Ovadia 


Yossef. 

Meanwhile, some 50.000 
secular Jews, mainly youths, 
staged a counter-demonstra- 
tion in a park near the court in 
support of the rule of law and 
democratic values. 

Ai the centre of the debate is 
the supreme court, which has 
become the scapegoat of die 
ultra-Orthodox for rulings that 
have challenged the monop- 
oly of the rabbinate over con- 
versions to Judaism and other 
aspects of religious life. 

Some rabbis have even 
accused the court's chief jus- 
tice, Aharon Barak, of being a 
“persecutor of Jews." 

Sunday's rally marked the 
first time that the whole of die 
ultra-Orthodox camp has 
directly challenged the coun- 
try’s legal system in a bid to 
place religious tradition above 
the concept of the rule of law 
in the Jewish state. 

Meanwhile, secular Jews 
organising the counter- 
demonstration said their rally 
was being staged co “prevent 
Israel becoming another 
Iran." 

“There is a war in Israel. It’s 
a question of life and death 
and we are going to ensure the 
life of democracy." said 
Avraham Burg, secretary gen- 
eral of the Jewish Agency. 

“Hitler did not ask who is a 
reform Jew and who is 
Orthodox," said Brag in his 
opening remarks at the 
counter-demonstration. 

Haredi Jews, who live in 
strict conformity with ancient 
Jewish religious law. make up 
only about seven per cent of 
Israel's rive million-strong 


Iraq 'capable’ of striking bases 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — President Saddam Hussein said Sunday 
that Iraq is capable of striking bases in Kuwait and Saudi Arabia 
used by British and US- planes to cany out attacks against Iraq. 
“With God's help and the support of the Arab World as well as 
patriots in Saudi Arabia and Kuwait, we are capable of attacking 
the bases which are a departure point for aggressions" against us. 
he said in a statement following a meeting here with top advis- 
ers. Saddam said the statement, quoted by the official INA news 
agency, was a “warning to leaders in Saudi Arabia and Kuwait 
that they are unmistakably implicated in the hateful war" against 
Iraq. 


Two Spanish banks bombed 


VITORIA (AFP) — TWo banks were slightly damaged 
overnight when homemade bombs exploded in front of them in 
the Basque town cf Vitoria, while a Bilbao Conservative official 
received a death threat letter, police said Sunday. The small 
bombs, made up of gas cylinders, went off in front of two 
branches of Banco Bilbao Vizcaya, causing slight damage, 
police said. A leading councillor of Spain's ruling Conservative 
Party (PP) in a suburb of the northern Basque town of Bilbao 
received a death threat letter on Sunday, foe party said. The 
anonymous letter contained a photo of Manuel Zamaneno. a PP 
councillor murdered by the armed Basque separatist group ETA 
in June last year, with foe message that foe “same fare" awaited 
the Bilbao councillor. 


'Pressure on PNA led to rise in abuses’ 


GAZA CITY (AP) — Israel’s security demands on foe 
Palestinians resulted in a rise in human rights violations by the 
Rrlestinion National Authority (PNA) in 1998. a human rights 
group said Sunday. The authority cracked down on the 
Palestinian opposition soon after Israel and the Palestinians 
signed the U.S.-brokered Wye River Iand-for-security agreement 
in CViober 1 998. the Palestinian Centre for Human Rights said in 
a summary of its annual report. The Gaza Strip-based group said 
Wye — arid subsequent Israeli demands — apparently prompted 
waves of arrests of members of the Islamist group Hamas and 
placed restrictions on freedom of speech and movement 


'Algerian grave contains 40 bodies’ 


ALGIERS (.AFP) — A mass grave unearthed near foe Algerian 
capital could contain the remains of some 40 people killed by 
armed Islamist extremists, the daily Al Khabar newspaper said 
Sunday. No bodies have yet been recovered from the wells in 
Ouled AUel which were found Tuesday to contain human 
remains after a "repentant" Islamist tipped off security services, 
the paper said. Several months ago, the Algerian press reported 
that two other mass graves had been found in foe same area, pan 
of the “triangle of death" where armed groups committed dozens 
of attacks and massacres between 1993 and 1995. 


Palestinian, U.S. officials to hold talks 


JERICHO (AFP) — A high-ranking Palestinian delegation was 
io leave for the United States on Sunday to take part in the first 
meeting of a ftdestinian-U.S. joint commission, officials said. 
The Palestinian delegation will be headed by Mahmmoud Abbas, 
Yasser Arafat's chief deputy, and will indude Planning and 
International Cooperation Minister Nabti Shaath and Saeb 
Eraket. the main peace negotiator with Israel, they said. Eraket 
said the delegation is to meet with U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright and Assistant Secretary of Slate for Near 
Eastern .Affairs Martin Indyk on Monday. The commission will 
tv meeting for the first time since it was unveiled in November 
by Arafat and U«S, President Bill Clinton. 


Mufti says Israel trying to expel him 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — The mufti of Jerusalem. 
Akram Sabri. said Sunday ( that Israel was trying to expel him 
from Jerusalem. "The Israeli police told foe Waqf [the adminis- 
tration of Islamic affairs] foot I have to move out of my Jerusalem 
office." the mufti — the official in charge of the affairs of 
Palestinian Muslims — told AFP. “This ls an interference from 
the radical right in Israel in our religious affairs. I am not a politi- 
cian. but rather a clergyman — we reject this interference," Sabri 
added. The Israeli police told AFP that they would investigate foe 
mufti's allegations. Sabri was appointed by Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat almost four years ago and is officially a member of 
the PNA 
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More than a quarter milli on demonstrators crowd the centre of occupied Jerusalem Sunday daring a protest 
against the Israeli supreme court, which angered ultra-Orthodox Jews by a series of rulings supporting religious 
pluralism ( AFP photo) 


Jewish population. 

But the growing power in 
recent years of ultra-Orthodox 
political parties — who had a 
dominant voice in Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu's outgoing gov- 
ernment — has greatly deep- 
ened the secular-religious 
divide. 


The ultra-Orthodox claim 
that the Reform and 
Conservative movements, 
which permit a more relaxed 
interpretation of religious 
duties and allow marriages to 
non-Jews, are fostering assim- 
ilation and threatening the 
future of the Jewish people. 

'The courts cannot force us 


to recognise the legitimacy of 
reform Judaism which is total- 
ly against religion " demon- 
strator Asha Weiss told AFP. 

‘The court takes the side of 
the rich people," another 
demonstrator said. 

Both demonstrations were 
peaceful, but police said a 19- 
year-old U-S. member of the 


outlawed anti-Arab Kach 
movement was arrested for 
incitement as the crowds were 
dispersing. 

All the major universities in 
Israel, including Bar-Ban, a 
religious university near Tel 
Aviv, suspended classes on 
Sunday to express solidarity 
with the supreme court. 


Horn of Africa war spreads as 
Yemen announces mediation bid 


ADDIS ABABA (AFP) — 
The border war between 
Eritrea and Ethiopia spread to 
foe eastern front Sunday as 
Yemen invited the two Horn of 
Africa countries to peace talks 
in Sanaa. 

Eritrea said it downed an 
Ethiopian attack helicopter, 
killing all aboard. 

Addis Ababa acknowledged 
foe loss of the helicopter: but 
said warplanes and other heli- 
copters had returned safely to 
base as artillery gunners 
duelled. 

‘Two enemy tanks have been 
destroyed and a large water 
tank has been demolished." an 
Ethiopian communique said, 
adding that Ethiopian troops 
had inflicted heavy casualties 
on foe Eritreans. 

The Eritrean foreign ministry 
for its part accused Ethiopia of 
bundling air ami artillery 
attacks on the front at dawa 

It said in a communique that 
the helicopter it downed was an 
MI-24 gunship “that came to 
strafe the front line." 

“All foe crew were killed as 
the helicopter crashed behind 
the front line,” the Eritrean 
communique said. 


In Sanaa. Yemeni Foreign 
Minister Abdul Kader 
Bajammal was quoted by the 
official SABA news agency as 
saying the proposed peace talks 
would be aimed at “a friendly 
dialogue, starting peaceful 
negotiations to discuss pro- 
posed regional and internation- 
al initiatives.” 

Yemen “is very worried by 
the military escalation between 
Ethiopia and Eritrea, and calls 
on the two countries to end 
their military operations which 
will oily bring more misery 
and destruction." the minister 
said. 

Eritrean Transport Minister 
Saleh Kekia invited Yemen to 
mediate in foe conflict on Feb. 
6. saying the county was a 
friend to both Eritrea and 
Ethiopia and could play an 
important role in ending the 
“senseless" conflict 

IBs plea came despite foe fact 
that Eritrean troops clashed 
with Yemeni soldiers over the 
Hanish islands in the Red Sea 
in 1995. An international court 
subsequently awarded the 
islands to Yemen. 

Battles between Ethiopia and 
Eritrea resumed on Feb. 6 after 


seven months of relative calm, 
and Sunday's fighting broke at 
least two days of calm along 
the 1. 000-kilometre border: 

Previous battles in this round 
of fighting were confined to the 
western and central fronts. 

Both sides signed a U^.-bro- 
kered agreement to halt 
aiistrikes in June last year, but 
Ethiopia last week acknowl- 
edged sending fighter-bombers 
into action to support ground 
troops on Monday and 
Tuesday. 

Eritrea warned on Friday that 
it reserved the right to use its 
own air force if Ethiopia con- 
tinued airetrikes. 

’Die two armies have massed 
more than half a million troops 
along foe border, backed up by 
hundreds of field guns and 
tanks. 

One foreign expert in 
Asmara with access to inde- 
pendent information told AFP 
that on the eastern front: 'The 
Ethiopians began the show, but 
we don’t understand what 
they're aiming aL" 

He said three Ethiopian 
Antonov- 1 30s bombed objec- 
tives close to the front, centred 
on foe town of Burie. 70 kilo- 


metres south of Eritrea’s Red 
Sea port of Assab. 

But experts said there were 
no indications that foe 
Ethiopians had massed a force 
capable of punching through 
and on to Assab. whereas foe 
Eritreans have deployed 
65,000 troops on tbs eastern 
front, which is foe most distant 
from Asmara and the most dif- 
ficult region fa- them. 

It is suitable for tank warfare, 
but the experts said the 
Ethiopians might hesitate to 
use their Bulgarian-made T- 
55s. because the heavy armour 
which has been added makes 
them so heavy that their 
engines have a hard time cop- 
ing. 

The front is close to the bor- 
der with Djibouti, landlocked 
Ethiopia's lifeline to foe sea. 
and thus a strategic pressure- 
point. 

The Organisation of African 
Unity (OAU) has presented an 
1 1-point peace plan, endorsed 
by the UJ^I. Security Council, 
which provides notably for 
Eritrea to withdraw from dis- 
puted positions, the deploy- 
ment of peacekeepers, and neu- 
tral delineation of the border. 


Iranian foundation says Rushdie 
death sentence will be carried out 


TEHRAN ( AFP) — An Iranian 
religious foundation insisted 
Sunday that foe death sentence 
against British author Salman 
Rushdie will be carried out, 
upping foe political stakes on 

the 10th anniversary of foe 
fotwa Much still bedevils Iran's 
relations with foe West 

“The idea of Rushdie's anni- 
hilation is more alive than ever," 
said Ayatollah Hassan Sanel 
president of the fChordad-15 
Foundation, which has placed a 
S2.3 million bounty on 
Rushdie’s head. 

“Inin is serious about defend- 
ing (his historic fatwa and wants 
lo see it applied." he told foe 
hardline daily Jumhouri-Islami. 


Sanei insisted foal Iran’s 
reformist government had no 
right to question foe validity of 
foe death sentence imposed on 
Rushdie by foe late revolution- 
ary leader Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini 

An announcement by Foreign 
Minister Kama) Kharazi in 
New York last September that 
the Iranian government would 
do nothing to implement foe 10- 
year-old death sentence hod 
prompted Britain to announce 
its readiness to normalise ties. 

Jumhouri-Islami published an 
entire special supplement dedi- 
cated to foe anniversary of the 
fatwa containing calls from 
conservative and hardline reli- 


gious leaders for foe death sen- 
tence to be carried out 

Lifting foe fatwa imposed on 
Rushdie because of alleged 
blasphemy against Islam in his 
novel ‘The Satanic Verses" is 
an “illusion,” said a letter from 
Grand Ayatollah Fazel 
LankaranL 

“The government of the 
Islamic Republic must be at the 
forefront of countries defending 
the fatwa,” he said, adding: 
“Rushdie's book is in fact the 
work of foe British govern- 
ment.” 

The paper stressed that no 
government on earth had foe 
power to revoke a decree Issued 
by a cleric of Khomeini's stand- 


mg. 

Other papers also expressed 
support for kilting Rushdie and 
accused the Wfest of using his 
case to put pressure on Iran. 

“We are sure that even those 
who have never harmed any liv- 
ing creature in their lives would 
like to kill this beast, not for the 
sake of the bounty on his head, 
but so that in foe future nobody 
may dare to repeat what this dis- 
graceful and shameless charac- 
ter has done.” said foe English- 
language Tehran Times. 

“The West, particularly 
Britain, is using the issue as an 
instrument for putting pressure 
on Iran," the paper’s editorial 
said. 


Russia in secret 
arms deals with 
Iraq — report 


LONDON (Agencies) — 
Russia has signed anus deals 
worth more than $163 mluiori 
with Baghdad » reinforce 
Iraq’s air defences, a Bnfrsh 
newspaper reported on 

Sunday. , . 

The Sunday Telegraph- cit- 
ing diplomatic sources in 
Moscow, said the move would 
pose a serious threat to British 
and U.S. planes enforcing *e 
no-fly zones in Iraq. 

In a blatant breach of foe 
UN. arms embargo. Russia 
has agreed to upgrade and 
overhaul Iraq's ageing 
squadrons of MiG fighters and 
restore foe country’s air 
defences to combat readiness, 
foe newspaper said- 

In Moscow, the duty officer 
a foe Russian Foreign 


Ministry said there would be 
“no official response” Sunday, 
but the ministry might com- 
ment Monday. 

Speaking in France at foe 
Kosovo peace talks on 
Sunday, Russian Foreign 
Minis ter Igor Ivanov denied 
foe repot saying that Russia 
was abiding strictly by its com- 
mitments on UN. resolutions 
concerning Iraq, and that the 
resolutions do not provide for 
the supply of arms to Iraq. 

Russia’s NTV television 
news reported that officials at 
foe MiG production facility 
said they “knew nothing" 
about the reported deal. 

Allied patrols of foe no-fly 
zones, which cover more titan 
half of Iraq and are designed to 
protect Iraq's Kurdish minority 
in foe north and Shiite popula- 
tion in foe south, have trig- 
gered almost daily clashes 
since a four-day air campaign 
in December to punish 
Baghdad for failing to comply 
with UN. weapons inspec- 
tions. 

The Iraqi armed forces have 
failed to shoot down any allied 
warplanes because they have 


to rely on outdated and unreli- 
able equipment 

However, the Russian deal 
to upgrade Iraq's air force and 
anti-rarcraft batteries will bring 
foe Middle Eastern country’s 
air defences up to pe-Giilf 
War levels, said the Sunday 
Telegraph. 

Apart from earning much- 
needed foreign anrency, 
Russia's decision to provide 
Iraq with military assistance 
was approved by Prime 
Minister Yegveny Primakov in 
retaliation for the Desert Rax 
air campaign in December, 
said the newspaper. 

Russia bitterly opposed 
launching air strikes against 
Iraq, an old ally' of Moscow. 

British Foreign Office offi- 
cials confirmed to the Sunday 
Telegraph that the deals had 
been approved by Moscow. 

“It is almost beyond belief 
foat a permanent member of 
the [UN.] Security Council 
could authorise such a flagrant 
breach of foe UN. arms 
embargo." said a senior 
Foreign Office official. 

“It indicates that Russian 
relations with Iraq have 
become a great deal closer 
since Mr. Primakov became 
prime minister.” 

Details of the arms deals 
between Moscow and 
Baghdad have also been 
passed to the Stare Department 
in Washington, where officials 
have been alerted to be on the 
look-out for evidence of arms 
trading between Russia and 
Iraq, the newspaper said. 

According to foe Sunday 
Telegraph. Iraq's Transport 
and Communications Minister 
Ahmad Murtada Ahmad 
Khalil signed the arms deals in 
Moscow on Jan. 13 and 14 
after a visit to Russia by Iraqi 
Deputy Prime Minister Tareq 
Aziz, in December, days 
before Operation Desert Fox 
was launched. 


Iraq urges U.N. to 
stop U.S. attacks, 
slams arms panels 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq 
urged the United Nations on 
Sunday to halt U.S. and British 
air strikes and said the UN. 
panels set up to review links 
with Baghdad after a two- 
month hiatus were a “waste of 
time.” 

Diplomats posted here, 
meanwhile, said the “war of 
attrition in the air" between 
Washington and Baghdad was 
likely to continue until a solu- 
tion to the Iraqi crisis takes 
shape at the United Nations. 

The United Nations “must 
intervene immediately to call 
on parties involved to halt foe 
aggression.” said Iraq's ruling 
Baaih Party. 

Al Thawra. the pony’s news- 
paper, said tbe attacks in "no- 
fly" zones over southern and 
northern Iraq since December 
amounted to a “flagrant viola- 
tion of foe UN. Charter, inter- 
national law and Security 
Council resolutions.” 

“Nothing in the Security 
Council resolutions authoises 
the United Stales and Britain or 
any other country to impose 
these air exclusion zones.” the 
newspaper insisted. 

Al Thawra accused Saudi 
Arabia. Kuwait and Turkey of 
playing “an active role in the 
aggression" by allowing U.S. 
3nd British warplanes to use 
their bases and airspace. 

The Arab League should also 

take action, it said 

Six civilians have been killed 
and several others wounded in 
a new escalation of air strikes 
pn Iraq since Thursday, accord- 
ing to Iraqi authorities. 


Deputy Prime Minister Tareq 
Aziz vowed last week that Iraq 
would continue to challenge 
foe U.S.-led overflights, “no 
matter what foe sacrifices and 
the consequences." 

With neither side ready to 
bock down. President Saddam 
Hussein is determined to com- . 
bat the overflights to prove his w 
forces can still defend foe coun- 
try in the wake of the Desert 
Fox air war. diplomats said 

“In foe eyes of its people, Iraq 
is trying to demonstrate that it 
still has the capacity to defend 
the country's integrity and sov- 
ereignty" a high-ranking 
Western diplomat said 

He saw no early end to foe 
clashes. 

‘The tension in the exclusion 
zones win continue, perhaps 
until the prospect of a solution 
to Iraq emerges within the 
Security Council" the diplo- 
mat said 

But Aziz said Sunday foe * 
three UN. panels unveiled in 4 - : 
New York on Friday were a 
“waste of time” and an obstacle 
to Baghdad’s campaign to 
secure a lifting of sanctions. 

“The wok of these commis- 
sions does dm concern us. Iraq 
is not a participant in this 
game.” he said in an interview 
published by the Emiiati news- 
paper AI Khaleej. 

Aziz said the panels were set 
up to conceal divisions within 
the Security Council between 
the United States and Britain 
which take a hard line, and 
Russia and France which are 
tftore sympathetic toward 
Baghdad 


Mystery surrounds whereabouts of ‘missing’ Osama Ben Laden * 


KABUL (AFP) — Mystery surrounds 
foe whereabouts of alleged terrorist 
Osama Ben Laden, with Britain scepti- 
cal about reports by foe Taleban militia 
foal he has gone missing inside 
Afghanistan. 

Washington stud it could not confirm 
some reports that foe man accused of 
masterminding last year's deadly U.S. 
embassy bombings had already left the 
countjy. 

Diplomatic sources in Pakistan and 
here speculated that Ben Laden, who 
has been living under foe Islamist mili- 


tia's protection in Afghanistan, could “From there he would take a boat to “Capture would be too easv 1 

still be in foe country but trying to leave either Duhoi or Iraq although it is possi- Chechnya but in Dubai wherche w Fnda >: ^ source did not identify the 
for Dubai or Iraq. ble he could travel overland through many private supporters,'he could hiru F* 1 . Iocation and said the Saudi mil- 

Thev said there were several possible Iran to Iraq," one source told AFP. News reports have said that Iran miohr Uonaitt idem’s farther movements 
destinations, including Chechenya or Both routes are heavily used by hero- be prepared to take him But miM kI WBe ^known. 

several isolated African mimi-ripc hnr in cmnarlers and traders who mm i r . ’ COUICJ he Iran denied Ran t 1 j.j 


destinations, including Chechenya or 
several isolated African countries, but 
logistics and a support network meant 
Dubai or Iraq could be ideal. 

He would be travelling with an 
entourage consisting mainly of guards 
from Egypt and Turkey and Wild 
most likely follow foe smugglers' route 
overland through either Pakistan or 
Iran, they said. 


in smugglers and illegal traders who trust Saddam Hussein 7 ” 


ship goods from tax-free Dubai through 
Afghanistan and into Pakistan. 

One diplomatic source in Pakistan 
said: ‘We think he could still be in 
Afghanistan but he will definitely be 
looking at getting out of the country 
through private support. No govern- 
ment will help. 


J!* ??? £? a coa ** nati °n of 
pressure from Pakistan, British diplo- 
macy and Ben Laden's own bad behav- 

Kwsasg:— 

A ro f S £ S.™ e ^ enCe SOUK* told 


were not known. 

® en ^ en was headed 
ior Iran. The claims by the intelligence 

‘‘irresponsible’’ and 
a foreign minis try 
spokesman said. 


Taleban had forced him to flee c ^' a ^ ?ar ’ spokesman Tayeb Khan said 

A Pakistani intelligence soiree mu ~ tlay; “A**** Sheikh Osama, we 
AffthatEtenUd^^^ 1^^- 
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